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LEtTER XVII; 

DEAR BECKFORD, Agrigentum, Jane nth. 

Wfe left the jport of Malta in a fparo- 
naro which we hired to convey us 

to this &ty, 

»• * 

We coafted along the ifland, and went 

to take a. view of the north-port, its forti- 

» ♦ ■ 

£cations and lazaretto. All thefe are very 
great, and more like the works of a mighty 
and powerful people, than of fo fmall 4 

Vol. H, B fete* 
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* • r 

ihtte. Hbe marfers ctft oattaf the tttcfc *rg 
a ^cfl«twi<^ ia^efftion. TJttfft «*e *bau t 
fifty of them, near the different creeks and 
landing-places rouhd the ifland. They are' 
dire£?4 at the. »oft probable fpotf where! 
boats would attefcipt a landing. Thfe mouths 
of fome of thefe mortars are about fix feet! 
tvide, and they are faid to throw a hundred 
cantafs of carih&ii-ball or fiohea. A fcatatir 
is, I think, about a hundred pound weight ? 
fo that if they do take place, they mttft 

make a dreadful havoc amongft a debark- 

ation of boats. 

» . ■*.*-■* ... 

The diftance of Malta from <Jwza is 

.not above fomf or five mile*, and the fo&Ur 
ifland of Commino lies betwixt thenv 
The coafts of all the three are bare and 

tarren, tut covered over v? i& towers, ' re* 
doubts, arid fbf tificatitfns X& Various kinds* 

As Go2zo is fapfo&i to fee t&e«cekbrated 
,ifl4Qd $f Gafypfe "yoiifiittgr: lftttm- we *■* 



SICILY ANtJ MALf A* 3 

pe&ed foihething very fine} but we werd 
dffappointcd. It muft either be greatly 
fallen off fince the time {he inhabited it* 
or tihe archbifhop of Cam bray, as well ad 
Horaor, Sauft ha*e flattered greatly iq 
tfoeir painting. We looked, as we went 
along- the eoaft* for the grotto of the goddefsj 
but could fee aothiftg that refembled it; 
Neither could wcf obfeirve thfcfe verdant 
banks eternally covered with flower* j nojr 
thofe lofty treed for ever in Blpffom, that 
loft their heads in the cloudy arid afforded 
a fhade to the facred baths of her and heir 
nymphs. We faW, indeed* fome nymphs j 
tut as neither Calypfo nor Eucharis feemed 
to be of the number, we paid iktle atten- 
tion to thfem, and I was in no apprehenfion 
About my Teleffiachus : Indeed, it would 
have required an imagination as ftrong as 
Don Quixote*s, . , to have brought about 
the metamorphofis. . ■ ' ' 

Finding ovr hopes fruftrated, we ordered 
<^ur fatlors to pull out to fea, and bid adieu 

B a to 
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to the ifland of Calypfo, concluding, either 
that our intelligence was falfe, or that 
both the iHand and its inhabitants were 
greatly changed* We foon found ourfelves 
once more at the mercy of the waves ; 
Night came on, and our rowers began their 
evening long to the Virgin, and beat time 
with their oars« Their offering was ac- 
ceptable; for we had the moft delightful 
weather. We wrapt ourfelves up in our 
cloaks, and flept moft comfortably, having 
provided mattraffes at Malta. By a little 
after day-break, we found we had got with-* 

out fight of all the iflands, and faw only a 
part of mount Jtaa finoking above the 
waters^ The wind fprung up fair, and by 
ten o'clock we had fight of the coaft of 
Sicily. i 

On confidering the' fmallnefs of our 
boat, and the great breadth of this paffage, 
we could not help admiring the temerity 
of thefe people, who, at all feafons of the 
year, venture to Sicily in thefe diminutive 

veffels; 



SICILY AND MALTA. 5 

veflels ; yet it is very feldom that any acci- 
dent happens j they are fo perfectly ac- 
quainted with the weather, foretelling, 
almoft to a certainty, every ftorm, many 
hours before it comes on. The failors look 
upon this paffage as one of the moft ftormy 
and dangerous in the Mediterranean. It is 
called the canal of Malta, and is much 
dreaded „by the Levant fhips; but indeed, 
at this feafon, there is no. danger. 

We arrived at Sicily a little before fun- 
fet, and landed oppofite to Ragufa, and 
not far from, the ruins of the little Hybla; 
the third town of that name in the ifland, 
diftinguifhed by the epithets of the Great, 
(near mount iEtna) the Leffer, (near Au- 
gufta) and the Little (juft by Ragufa). 
Here we found a fine fandy beach, and 
and whilft the fervants were employed in 
dreffing fupper, we amufed ourfelves with 
bathing and gathering fhells, of which 
there is a confiderable variety. We were 

B 3 in 



6 A TOUR THROUGH 

ip eype&ation of finding the hauti^if> fee 
which this ifland is famous : but in this 
we did not fucceed. Howe^fe^ wfe picked 
up feme handfome (hells, though not eqtifel 
to thofe that are brought from the Indies. 

* ' ■■ ' ■ x ', ■ . ! ; ' i . ' v. ' : » ' •' • . ' 

\ 

After fupper, we again launched owe 
bark, and went to fea. The yrind was fa- 
yourable as we could wifh. We had our 
nightly ferenade as ufual, and tfce next 
day, by twelve o'clock, we reached the qe-» 
lebmted pgrt. of Agrifwitw. 

I " * v » ' ' ' . A "... • t » 

i » 

, \ » • 

Th$ captain of the port ga ye. \»$ a polite, 
receptiQa, and infifted on ^coinpanying 
us ^o the city, yrluch fta$<U WF $e top of 
a mountain, four miles dtftant from the 
harbpur, and. aboyt eleven hiurfreci /feet 
fcbove the level qf the (e$. Tfhe roa^ 
on each fide is bordered by a row of ex- 

one-third of them being at prefent ia fuU( 
blowj and making the mow beautiful ap- 
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pearaae* tbjrt ; eui • l* kpagineA The 
flower-flem* of this noble plant are in ge* 
rteral btew&t twenty and thirty feet high/ 
(feme ©tf xhzm mqrq^and are cqvered with 
flowers from top to< tk&tora ; whkk tapee 
regularlyi and form a beautiful kind of py- 
ramid*, «he ba& or pofcftal of which is the 
fioe fpttading leaves of the plant* As this 
is efteemed in ofHfchearn countries, one of 
the greateft curiofitie* of the vegetable 
tribe, we were happy at feeing it in. fo 
great pecfeaion; much greater, I think, 
than I tad ever feen it before. 

With us, I think, it is .vulgarly reckon* 
ed, (though I believe falfely) that. they only 
flower once in a hundred years. Here I 
was informed, that, at the lateft, tl\ey 
always blow the fixjth year ; but .for the 
910ft part the fifth. — As the whole fub- 
ftance of the plant is. carried into tfce ftem 
and the flowers, the leaves begin to de- 
cay §9 foon as the blow is completed, and 

9 4 a nu- 
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a numerous offspring! of young pilots 
produced round, the root o£ the old of*e ;. 
'thefe are flip'd of£ and formed imto mj*; 
plantations, either forjudges o* for ayemie? 
to their country-houfes. , 

• * - 

The city of Agrigentumi •_ now called 
Girgcnti, is irregular luid ugly; though 
from a few miles diftance ;at fea, it makes 
a noble appearance, little inferior tq that 
of Genoa. — As it lies on the dope of the 
mountain, the houfes do not hide one an- 
other i but every part of the city is feen. 

On our arrival, we found a great falling 
off indeed ; the houfes are mean, the ftreets 
dirty, crooked, and narrow. — It ftil] con- 
tains near twenty thoufand people; a 
fad reduction from its antient grandeur, 

when it was faid to confift of no lefs than 

« • 

eight hundred thoufand, being th$ next 
city to Syracufe for nupibers. 

k . • i ■ . .. . • » • . . \ * . V 

* « J ' » • 

The; 
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The Canonico Spoto, from Mr. Ha- 
milton's letter, and from our former ac- 

» -» . ...... ,. 

» 

quaintance with him at Naples, gave us a 
kind, and a fcofpitaHe reception. He ia- 
fifted on our being his guefts; and we 
are now in his fcoufe, comfortably lodged, 
and elegantly entertained, which, after our, 
crowded little apartment in the fparonaro, 
is by no means a difagreeable change. — 
Ijarewell.— I fliall write you again foon. 

Ever yours. 



?p A- ITpIXR THUQTJ.qfl^ 



\- 



PTT£|i. XVIII. 

Agrigcntom, June i2th t 

\\T Earejuft now returned from examu*- 

ing the antiquities of Agrigentum> 

{he mod confiderable, perhaps, of any it) 




The rums of the antient city Ke about ^ 
ihort mile from the modern one. Thefe^ 
like the ruins of Syracufe, are moftly con- 
verted into corn-fields, vineyards, and orch-t 
ards; but the remains of the temples here, 
are much more confpicuous than thofe 
of Syracufe. Four of thefe have ftood. 
pretty much in a right line, near the foutfy 
wall of the city. The firft they call the 
temple of Tenus ; almoft one half of which 
ftill remains. The fecond is that of Coi*- 
cord : It may be confidered as entire, not 
one column having 4s yet fallen. It is 



/■ 
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precifely of the fana dhpenfions *od fam« 
^rchiteduite as that pf Venus, wtiich bad 
probably ferved *s the model for it. By th* 
following infcription, found on a large piece; 
pf marble, it appears to have been built at 
{he expence of the Lilrbitani; probably 
lifter having been defeated by the peopI$ 
pf Agrigentum. 



CONCORDL© AGMOENTINORUM SACRUM^, 

RESPUBLIOA LILlBITANOfcUM* 

PEDIGANTJSUS M. ATTERIO QANDpQ 

. tflOCOS. ET 1. CORNEUO MAR* 

CELLO, (^ ?. R, P f JU 

Theft templet axe fupported by thirteeq 
large fluted Doric columns on each fide ; 
and fix at each end* All their bafe?, capi- 
tals, entablature?, &c. ftill remain entire ; 
*fid as the architc&yre is pexfeQly fimple, 
without any thing aflfe&ed or ftudied, the 
"^hole (bikes the eye at once, and pleafes 
yety ftiuch. The columns are, indeed, 
flwtfter than the common Doricproportions; 

and 
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1 and they certainly are not fo elegant as 
a, M fome of the antient temples near Rome* 
and ia other places in Italy. 

The third temple is that of Hercules, 
altogether in ruins ; hut appears to have 
£cen of a much greater fize than the 
former two. We meafured fome of the 
broken columns, near feven feet in dia- 
meter. It was here that the famous ftatue 
. » - < 

of Hercules flood, fo much celebrated by 
Cicero; which the people of Agrigentuiu 
defended with, fijch bravery, againft Ver- 
res, who attempted to feize it* You will 
find the whole ftory in his pleadings againft 
{hat infamous praetor. 



There was likewife in this temple a far 
xnous pi&ure by Zeuxis. Hercules waa 
reprefented in his cradle killing the two 
ferpents ; Alcmeaa and Amphitrioq haying 
juft entered the apartment, were painted 
with every mark of terror and aftonifh? 

meat. 
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ttient. Pliny fays, the pdintet looked up- 
on this piece ds invaluable ; afid therefore 
could never be prevailed on to put a price 
upon it, but gave it as a preferit to AgrU 
gentum, to be placed in the temple of 
Hercules. Thefe two great mafter-pieces 
have been loft. "We thought of them with 
regret, whilft we trod on thefe venerable 
ruins. 

Near to this lie ruins of the temple of 
Jupiter Olympus, fuppofed, by the "Sicilian 
authors, to have been the largeft in the 
heathen world. It is now called il temp to 
de' gigantty or the Giants Temple, as the 
people cannot conceive that fuch mattes of 
rock could ever be put together by the 
hands of ordinary men. The fragments 
of columns are indeed enormous, and give 
us a vaft idea of this fabric. It is faid to 
have flood till the year noo; but is now 
a perfect ruin. Our Cicerones affured us, 
it was exactly the fame dimensions with 

6 the 
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the chttrch of St. Peter at Rome t But & . 
this they are egregioufly miftuken.— St. 
Peter'* bekg much greater than toy thing 
that ever the heathen world produced* 

There are the remains df many more 
temples* and other great works ; but thefe* 
I think* are the moft cohfpicuous, They 
Jhew yoti that of Vulcan, of Proferpine, of 
Caftor and Pollux, and a very remarkable 
bae of Juno. This too was enriched by one 
bf the moft famous pi&ures-of antiquity} 
wfeich ie celebrated by fflftny of the antieat 
writers^ZeuJtis Was determined to excel 
every thing that had goae before him, and 
to form a model of hu&aa perfodion/ To 
this ertd, be prevailed on all the fiaeil wo- 
&*& of Agrlgf nttam, Who were even atobi* 
tktes "of the honour, to appear naked before 
him. Of thefe he chofe five for his models* 
and moulding all the perfeftip^s of theft 
beauties into oae, he cojapofed the pidure 
©f the gadders. This was ever loeked up- 
on 



«& : a$ -his mafter-piece } tat trays uafortti- 
m$t<&Y bwtet when fchp Cartiuigwk^s feok 
•Agrigtffif tfm.-— Mftay of tfae t ettkefls retired 
5ett> «kift tetttpte m ton jftiee «f iafety; tat 
JW iittm a* they f otefl the #rtes attack&d 
by the eae^;:fftfcy agreed tb Utilise tb«u 
and chofe rather to perifli in the flames^ 
*!^2ufei^to-«fcefK^f Sf the <3onqtler- 
'tors. fcCdtaWer, neither &e d£fi*tt&toit of 
t*6t«n^,^* the lots of thdr lives, ha* 

been fo mweh regret wd by jpafterity, as the 

• •* "* 

. The te$i»ple : of yEfculapius (tbe^ohiB.af 
#hfch a* ftiil 40 fe &**) "rca» not left 
tekbfcated for a ftatue of AjkjIIo* k waff 
iakdn ftom titem by the Ctoth^gioiafw 
at the fesate time tlmt the teftipfe <of £tm*' 
*yttf tarfit. It wa* tiuriidd off byihc^oa- 
qttito*, <3tfd tofitmued the *grea*eft fcrtwf* 
tefcat of Cartage ier jfteqfy yerffrs, «d *ri« 
at laft rcftored by Scipio, ^t-tbe^fi^aUeftruc- 
tim of that city. Some of. . the Sicilians 

5 allege* 
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allege, I believe Without any grdtihd^ that 
it was afterwards carried to Rome, and (till 
remains there, the wonder of all ages ; 
known to the whole world tinder the name 
of the Apollo of Belvidere; and allowed 
to be the perfe&ion of human art; - 

, I fliould be wry tedious, ? were I to give 
you a minute defcription of every piece of 
antiquity. Indeed, little or nothing is to be 
learned from the greateft part of theme 
Theantient walls of the city are moftly 
cut out of the rock; the catacombs and 
fepulchres are all very great : One of thefe 
is worthy of particular notice, becaufe it 
is mentioned by Polybius, as being dppd* 
lite to the temple of Hercules, and to hate 
been ftruck by lightning even in his time* 
It remains almoft entire, arid anfwers the 
defcription he gives of it: The inferip* 
tions are fo defaced, that we could make 
nothing of them* 

■ * ' . This 
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.- This is the monument of Tero king of 
Agrigentum, one of the firll of the Sicilian 
tyrants. The great antiquity of it may be 
gathered from this, that Tero is not only 
mentioned by Diodorus, Polybius, and the 
later of the antient hiftorians; but like- 
wife by Herodotus, and Pindar, who dedi- 
cates two of his Olympic odes to him : So 
that this monument muft be more than 
two thoufand years old. It is a kind of 
•pyramid, prdbably one of the naoft durable 

forms. 

> 

All thefe mighty ruins of Agrigentum, 
and the whole mountain on which it 
(lands,, are compofed of a concretion of fea- 
fhells, run together, and cemented by a 
kind of fand or gravel, and now become 
as hard, and perhaps more durable than 
even marble itfelf. This ftone is white 
before it has been expofed to the air ; but 
in the temples and other ruins, it is become 
of a dark brown. I fhall bring home fome 

Vol. II. C pieces 



18 A TOUR THROUett 

i 

pieces of it for the infpe&ion of the cti* 
rious. I found thcfc (hells on the very 
fummit of the rtiountain, at fetft fourteen 
or fifteen hundred, feet above the level of 
the fea. They are of the commoneft 
kinds, cockles, muffels, oyfters, &c. 



** The things we know arc neither rich nor r^re i 
" But wonder how the devil they got there." 

Port. 

By what means they have been lifted u£ 
to this vaft height, and fo intimately .mixed 
with the fubftarice of the rock, I leave to 
you and your philosophical friends to de- 
termine. — This old hattered globe of ours* 

has probably fufFered many convulfions not 
recorded in any hiftory.— You have heard of 

the vaft Stratum of bones lately difcovered 
in Iftria and Offero ; — part of it runs be- 
low roeks of marble, upwards of forty feef 
in thicknefs, and they have not yet been 
able to afcertain its extent : Something of 
the fame kind has been found in Dalmatian 

in 
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m the iflands of the Archipelago ; and, 
lately, I am told, in the rock of Gibraltar. — 
Now, the deluge recorded id Scripture, will 
hardly account for all the appearances of 
this fort to be met with, almoft in ever^ 
country in the world .*-But I am interrupted 
by vifitorsj — which is a lucky circujnftance, 
botb for yop apd me j fp? I was jiift go- 
ing to be very philofophical, and confe- 
quently very dull. — Adieu* 



4 > 
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. » f 

Agrigeatuffi, June 13th. 

THE interruption in my laft, was ade- 
putation from the bifhop, to invite us 
to a great dinner to-toorrow at the port ; ' 
fo that We fhall know whether this place 
ftill deferves the cliara&er of luxury, it al- 
ways held amongft the antients : We have 
great reafon to think, from the politenefs 
and attention we have met with, that it 
has never loft its antient hofpitality, for 
which it was likewife fo much celebrated. 

Plato, when he vifited Sicily, was fo 
much ftruck with the luxury of Agrigen- 
tum, both in their houfes and their tables, 
that a faying of his is ftill recorded : That 
they built as if they were never to die, 
and eat as if they had not an hour to- live. 

It 



* \ 



SICILY AND MALTA. & 

It is preferred by !£lian, and is juft now 
■before me, 

♦ * 

He. tells a ftory by way of illuftration, 
which fhews a much greater conformity 
of manners than one conkl have expe&ed, 
betwixt the young nobility amongft the an- 
tjents, and our pwn at this day. 

i 

* i - ' 

He feys, that after a great feaft, where 
there was a number of young people of 
the firft fafhion, they got all fb much in- 
toxicated, that from their reeling and tum- 
bling upon one another, they imagined they 
were at fea in a ftorm, and began to think 
themfelves ip the moil imminent danger; 
at laft they agreed, that the only way to 
fkve their lives was to lighten the fhip, 
and with one accord began to throw the 
rich furniture out of the windows, to the 
great edification of the mob. below ; and 
did not flop till they had entirely cleared 
the houfe of it, which, from this exploit, 

C 3 was 
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-.was feyfcr after denominated the tritOHcX* 

m * ■ - t 

or the fhip. He fays it was one of the 

principal palaces of the city, and retained 
this name for ever after. In Dublin, I 
have been told, there ^re more than one 
'triremes ; and that this frolic, which they 
call throwing the houfe out of the window^ 
is by no means uncommon. - 

* / 

V 

'At the fame time that Agrigentum x\ 
abufed by the antient author for it* drunk- 
Cnnefs, it is as much celebrated for its hof- 
pitality ; and I believe, it will be found^ 
that this virtue, and this vice, have ever 
had a fort of frieaking kindnef? for each 
Other, and have generally gone h k and in 

: hand, both in antlent and in modern times. 
The Swifs, jhe Scotch, and the lf\(h % whQ 
are at prefect the mod drunken .people ii\ 
Europe, are likewife, in all probability, the 
moll hofpitable ; whereas, in the vety fo- 
ber countries, Spain, Portugal, and Italy, 

• fcofpitalhy is a yirtuc very little known, or 

■ * . * -* * •- i 
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1 

indeed any other virtue* except . fobriety ; 
which has been produced, probably a good 
deal from the tyranny of their government, 
?md their dread of the inquiiltion ; for 
where every perfon is in fear* left his real 
fentiment* fhould appear, it would be very 
dangerous to unlock his heart; but in 
countries where there are neither civil nor 
ecclefiaftical tyrants to lay an embargo on 
our thoughts, people are under no appre^ 

henfion left they fhould be fenown. 

< : • • 

V 

- w 

However, thefe are not the only feafons. 
The moral vuturs and v.ces may fomctuaea 
depend on natural caufes.—The very ele- 
vated fituation of this city; where the air 
is exceedingly thin and cold, has perhaps 
been one reafon why its inhabitants are 
fonder of wine than their 'neighbours in 
jhe valleys. 

1 

* 

The fame may be faid of the three 
«a£ton» I have mentioned} the greateft 

C4 p?rf 
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part of their countries lying amxmgfl: hilta * 
and mountains, where the climate renders- 
ftrong liquors more neceflary ; "or, at leaft, 
lefs pernicious, than in low places.— It is. 
not furprifing, that this pra&ice", probably 
begun amongft the mountains, where the 
air is, fo keen, has by degrees crept down 
into the valleys, and has at laft become ah 
moft epidemical in thofe countries. 

*••*■• • . * 

Fazzejlo, after railing at Agrigentum for 

its drunkennefs, adds, that there was no 

town in the ifland fo celebrated for its hof- 

pitality. He fays that many of the nobles 

had fervants placed at the gates of the city, 

to invite all ftrangers to their houfes. It 

is in reference to this probably, that Em- 

pedocles fays, that eyen the gates of the 

city proclaimed a welcome to every ftranger. 

From our experience we are well in titled 

to fay, that the people of Agrigentum ftill 

retain this antiquated virtue, fo little known 

in polite countries. To-morrow -we fibaJi 

\ x * have 
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have a better opportunity of judging whe- 
ther it is ftill accompanied by its fifter 
vice. 

The accounts that the old authors give ; 
of the magnificence of Agrigentum are 
amazing; though indeed there are none 
of them that proclaim it in ftronger terms 
than the monupients that Jftill remain.— 
Diodprus fays, the great veffel? for holdr 
ing water were commonly of Giver, and 
the litter sand carriages for the moil part 
were of ivory richly adorned. He men- 
tions a pond made at aq immenfe expeace, 
full of fifh and of water-fowl, that in his 
time was the great refort of the inhabitants, 
on their feftivals j but he fays, that even 
then (in the age of Auguftus) it was go- 
ing to ruin, requiring too great an expence 
to keep it up. There is not now the 
fmalleft veftige of it : But there is ftill to 
be feen a* curious fpring of water that 
throws up a kind of oil on its ftyrface,' 

which 
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which is made ufe of by the poor people 
in many difeafe*. This is fuppafed to mark 
put the place d£ the celebrated pond ; which 
}s recorded by Pliny and Solinus \o, haye 
abounded with this oil. 



Diodorus, fpeaking of the riches: of Agri-a 

V 

gcntum, mentions one of its citizens : re* 
turning vi&orious from the Olympic ganura^ 
and entering his city, attended by three 
hundred chariots, each drawn by four white 
horfes, richly caparifoned ^ and gives many 
pther inftances of their tail profofion and 
luxury. 



• ■• « 



Thofe horfc?, according to that.iqithoJr, 
were Cifteemed a|l tfvpr Greece, far their 
beauty $nd fwiftnefe ; and tlieir race is ce- 
lebrated by m$ny of th^e anuent la^i*^** 



•/ 



y \ 



' 'V Atduus inde Agragas oftentat maxima longe 
yMoenia, magnanimum quondam generator 
5* tquoriim^ 
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fays Virgil in the third JEaeid; apd 
Pliny acquainting that thofe which had 
been often victorious at the games were 
liot only honoured with burial rites, but 
had magnificent monuments ereded to eter- 
nize their memory. This Tiroeus con- 
firms: He telli us, that he faw at AgrU 
gentura feveral pyramids built as fcpulcbral 
monuments to celebrated horfe* ; he add* 
that when thofe animals became old an^ 
unfit for fervice, they were always takeq 
care of, and-fperit the remainder of their 
lives in eafe and plenty*— -I could wifh tha^ 
our countrymen would imitate the grati- 
tude and humanity of the Sicilians in this 
; article; at kaft, the latter * part 6f it. I 
don't know that our nation cab lb juftly be 
taxed with cruelty or ingratitude 4h any 
other article as in their treatment of hcMes, 

the animal that of all others is the mod 

* ■ - • . . > * 

intitled to our care. How" piteous a thing 
it is, on many of your great roads, to fee 
the fineft old hunters, that were once the 

giory 
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gtery of" the chace, condemned, in the de- 
cline of life, to the ^tyranny of the moil' 
, cruel oppreffors ; in wbofe hands they 
fuffer the moft extreme mifery, till they at 
laft fink under the talk that is affigned 
them. I am called away to foe fome more 

r 

antiques, but fhall fijitfh this letter to- 
night, as the poft goes off for Italy Jo-mor- 
row morning. . 

13th; Afternoon. We have feen a great 
many old walls and vaults that little or no- 
thing can be made of. They give them 
names, and pretend to tell you what they 
were, but 4$ they be&r no refemblance to 
thofe things now, it would be qo lefs idle 
to trpuble you with their nonfenfe than tp 
believp it. We have indeed fe?n ope thing 
that has amply repaid us for the, trouble 
we have taken. It is the reprefentation o£ 
a boar-hunting in alto relievo, on white 
marble; and is at leaft equal, if not fupe* 
rior, tp any thing of the kind I have mpt 

6 with 
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with in Italy* It confifts of four different 
parts* which form the hiftory of this re-* 
xnarkable chace and its confequences* 

« • * 

The firft is the preparation for the hunt. 
There are twelve hunters, with each his 
knee, and a .fliort hanger under his left 
arm of a very lingular form* . The dogs 
refemble thofe we cal 1 lurchers* The horfes 
are done with great fire and fpirit, and are 
perhaps a better, proof of the excellence 
of the race, than even the teftimony of 
their authors ; for the artift that formed ' 
thefe muft certainly have been accuftome4 
to fee very fine horfes. 

The fecond piece reprefents the chace.— 
The third, the death of the king, by a fall 
from his horfe.— And the fourth, the de- 
fpair of the queen and her attendants, oa 
receiving the news. She is reprefertfed as 
falling down in a fwoon, and fupported by 

her women t who are all in tears* . 

• ♦ 

» « 

it 



|b A TOfcJK TH&OtJGtf 

It te executed in the moil raaftetfy ftileV 
tod is indeed one of the * fineft remains of 
antiquity. It is preferred in the great 
Church, which is noted through all Sicily 
for a remarkable echo ; feme thing in the 
inanner of our whifpering gallery at Sfc 
Paul's, though more difficult to be ac* 
counted for; . 

» 

If one perfon (lands at the weft gate, and^ 
another plates hiqifelf on the cornice, at the 
inoft diftant point of the church, exadly 
behind the gaeat altar, they can hold a 
conversation in very low whifper s. 

- For many years this fihgularity was little 
known ; and feveral of the confeffing chairs 
Wag placed near the great altar, the wags, 
who were in the fecret, ufed to take their 
ftation at the door of the cathedral ; and by 
this means - heard diftinftly every word 
that patTed beWrixt the cohfeffbr and his 
penitent; of which* you may believe, they 

did 
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(jid not fail to make their owri ofe whert 
occafioti ofFered.^-Tht iftoft fihiret iatrigttei 
Were discovered $ add every Woman in 
Agrigentum chaiiged either her gallant of 
her confeflbf . s Yet ftfll it Was the fame.-* 
At laft, however, the catife was foimcl 
but j the chairs were removed, and othejf 
precautions were takeii, to prevent the dif* 
covery of thefe facred fflyfleriet ; And a* 

mutual amnefly patted amongft all thl 
offended parties. 

Agrigentum, like Syracufe, was long 
fubjeft to the yoke of tyrants. Eaaoello 

« 

gives fome account of their cruel ty * but \ 
have no intention of repeating it i One 
ifory* however pleafed me; it ife a well 
known one, but as it is fliort, you £hall 
have it* 

Perilio, a goldfmithi by way of paying 
court to Phalaris the tyrant, made him a 
prefentof a brazen bull, of admirable work- 

5 manfhip • 
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mahfhip ; hollow Within, and fof contrived 
that the voice of a perfon fhut up in it, 
founded exadly like the bellowing of a 
real bull. The artift pointed out to the. 
tyrant what an admirable effed this muft 
produce, were he only to fliut up a few 
criminals in it, and make a fire under them* 



/ Phalaris, fttucfc With fo horrid an kka, 
and perhaps curious to try the experiment, 
told the goldfinith that he himfelf was the 
only perfon worthy of animating his bull : 
that he muft have ftudied the note that 
made it roar to the greateft advantage, and 
that it would be unjuft to deprive him 
of any part of the honour of his invention. 
Upon which he ordered the goldfmith to be 
fliut up, • and made a great fire around the 
bull ; which immediately began to roar, to the ' 
admiration and delight of all Agrigentum, 
Cicero fays this bull was carried to Car- 
thage at .the taking of Agrigentum j. and 

was 
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was reftored again by Scipio, after the de* 
. ftru&ion of that city. 

i 

Fazzello adds another ftory, which is ftill 
more to the. honour of Phalaris. Two 
ft iends, Melanippus and Cariton, had con* 
fpired his death. Cariton, in hopes of v 
faving his friend from the danger of the 
enterprize, determined to execute it alone* 
Howevdr, in his attempt to poignard the 
tyrant, he was feized by the guards, and 
immediately put to the torture, to make 
him confefs his accomplice i this he bore 
With the utmoft fortitude, refuting to 
make the difcovery ; 'till Melanippus, in- 
formed of the fituation of his friend, ran 
to the x tyrant, affuring him that he alone, 
tvas the guilty perfon j that it was entirely x 
by his inftigation that Cariton hada&ed* 
and begged that he might be put on the 
rack in the place of his friend* Phalaris, 
ihruck with fuch heroifm, pardoned them 
both. 

Voi„IL X> Not- 
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Notwithftanding this generous a&ion, he 
was in many refpeds a barbarous tyrant. 
Fazzello gives the following account of his 
death, with which I (hall conclude this 
letter, ofor I am monftroufly tired, and, I 
dane fay, fo are you. Zeno* the philo- 
fcpher, came to Agrigentum, and being 
admitted into the prefence of the tyrant, 
advifed him, for his own comfort, as well as 
that of his fubje&s, to refign his power, 
and to leail & private life. Phalaris did not 
r^lifh thefe philofophical fentiments ; and 
fufpe&ing Zeno to be in a confpiracy with 
fome of his fubje&s, ordered him to be put 
to the torture in prefence of the citizens of 
Agrigentum. 



Zeno immediately began to reproach them 
with cowardice and pufilanimity in fub- 
mitting tamely to the yoke of fo worthlefs 
a tyrant ; and in a fhort time raifed fuch a 
flame that they defeated the guards, and 
ftoned Phalaris to death*— I dare fay you 

are 
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are glad they did it fo quickly.— Well, I 
fhall not write fuch long letters for the 
future ; for I affure you it is at leaft as 
troublefome to the Writer as the reader* 
Adieu. We fhall fail to-morrow or next 
morning for Trapani, from whence you 
may expert to hear from me. We are now 
going out to examine more antique walls, 
but I fhall not trouble you with them. 

Farewell. 



t> 2 
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UTTER XX. 

i 

June i6tb. 

"tTTHEN I have nothing elfe to do, I 
generally take up the pen. We are 
How t>n the top of a high mountain, about 
half way betwixt Agrigentura and Palermo, 
Our fea expedition by Trapani has farled r 
ind we are determined to'put no more con- 
fidence in that element, happy beyond mea- 
fiare to find ourfelves at a diftance from it* 
though in the moft wretched of villages- 
We have travelled all night on mules ; and 
arrived here about ten o clock, overcome 
with fleep and fatigue. We have juft had 
an excellent: difh of tea, which never faife 
to cure me of both j and I am now as frefh 
as when we fet out. It has not had the 
fame effett on my companions : they have 
thrown themfelves down on a vile ftraw- 

bed 
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-bed in the corner of the hovel ; and, in 
ipite of a pared of ftarved chickens, that 
are fluttering about and picking the ftraWs 

all round them, they are already faft afleep. 

- > 

I (hall feize that time to recapitulate what 
has happened fmce my lad. 

«■ 
The day after I wrote you, wd made 

fome little excurfions found Agrrgeatum. 
The country is delightful; producing cbfn, 
wine, atid oil, in the greateft abundance : 
the fields are, at the fame time, covered with 
a variety of the fined fruits ; oranges, le- 
mons, pomegranates, almonds, piftachio- 
/tiuts, &c. Thefe aftbrtded us almoft as 
agreeable an entertainment as the confi- 
deratiob of the ruins from whence they 

^ring. 

/ . . * , 

. j - 

We dined with the Jbifhop, according ;to 
agreement, and rofe from tabte, convinced 
that the antient Agrigentini could not pof- 

D3 fibly 
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fibly underftand the true luxury of eating 
better than their defendants, to whom 
they have tranfmitted a very competent 
portion both of their facial virtues and vices. 
I beg their pardon for calling them vices, I 
wifti I had a fofter name for it ; it looks 
like ingratitude for their hofpitality, for 

which we owe them fo much* 



We were juft thirty at tables but, upon 
my word, I do not think we had lefs 
than an hundred difhes of meat. Thefe 
were drafted with the richeft aad moft deli- 
cate fauces ; and coQvinced us that the old 
Roman proverb of " Sicuius coquus et Si- 
mula menfa/' was not more applicable in 
.their time, than it is at prefent. Nothibg 
was wanting th^t could b$ invented to fti- 
jnujate and to flatter the palate ; and to 
create a falfc appetite as well as to fatisfy 
it. Some of the very diihes fo much re- 
lifhed by the Roman epicures made a part 
.of the fe&ft ; particularly the mQrene> which 

is 
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is fc often itfentloned by their 'authors : it 
16 a fpecies of eels found only in this part 
of the Mediterranean, and fent from hence 
to feveral of the courts of Europe. It. is 
not fo fat and lufcious as other eels, fo that 
you can eat a good deal more of it : its flefli 
is as white as fnow* ,and is indeed a very 
great delicacy. But a modern refinemeat 
in luxury has, I think, ftill produced a 

greater: By a particular kind of manage- 
ment fhey make the Kver* of their fowls 
grow to a large fize, and at the fame time 
acquire Ta high and rich flavbur. It is in- 
deed a mbft incomparable dilfe ; but the 
means of procuring it is Co cruel, that I 
will not even truft it with you. Perhaps, 
without any bad intention, you might 
mention it to fome of your friends, they to 

others, till at laft it might come into the 
hands of thoft that would be glad to try 
the experiment; and the whole race of 
poultry might ever have reaibri to curfe me : 
Jet it fuffice to fay, that it occafions a pain- 

D 4 fu * 
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ful and lingering death to the pood: animal: 
that I know is enough . to make you wi& 
never to tafte of it, whatever effe&it may. 
have upon others* 

< The Sipilians eat of every thing, and at- 
tempted to -make us do the fame. The 
company was remarkably merry, and. did 
by na means belie their antient chara&er, 
1 for moft of them were more than half feas 
over, long before we rofe from table \ and L 
was feme what appeehenfiye of a fecond 
edition of the Triremes fce$e, as they were 
beginning to reel exceedingly- By the bye* 
I dp fcot doubt but that phrafe of Halffeas, 
qvtri mfiy have taken its origin from fome 
fuch ftory. They begged us to make % 
bowl gf punch, a, liquor they had ofter^ 
heard of, but had jaeyer feen. The ma- 
terials were immediately found, and we 
fucceeded fo well, that they preferred it to 
all the wines on the table* of which they 
had a great variety. We were obliged t<> 

replenifb 
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rfepfeniih the bowl fo often, that I really 
expedtcd to fee moft of them under the tabl% 
They sailed it Pontio, and (poke loudly 
ip its praife; declaring, that Pontio (al- 
luding to Pontius Pilate) was a much better 
fellow than they had ever taken him for* 
However, after dinner, one of them, a re~ 
verend canon, grew exceflively lick, and 
while .h* was throwing up, he turned to 
me with a rue&l countenance, and ihaking 
his head, lie groaned out, " Ah, Signor 
Capltano, fcpeva fempre che Pontio era un 
grande traditbre.' ~ ct I always knew that 
Pontius was a great traitor." Another of 
them overhearing him, exclaimed— u Af- 
pettatevi Signor Canonico,"— u Not fo faft 
(faid he) my good Canon." — c< Niente al 
pregiudizio di Signor Pontio, vi prego.— * 
Recordate, che Pontio v'ha fatto un cano- 
nico ;— et Pontio ha fatto fua eccellenza uno 
Vefcovo— Is 1 on {cordate vi mai di voftri 



amto/ 



Now 
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Now what do you think of thefe reverend 
fathers of the church? their merit, you 
will eafily perceive, does not confift in fall- 
ing aftd prayer.*— Their creed, they fay, 
they have a good deal modernized, and is 
much Ampler than that of Athanafms.— 
One of them told me, thatif we would but 
flay with them for fome little time, we 
fhould foon be convinced that they were the 
happieft fellows on earth. • ' " We have ex- 
ploded (faid he) from our fyftem every ' 
thing that is difmal or melancholy ; and are 
perfuaded, that of all the roads in the uni- 
verfe, the road to heaven muft be the 
pleafanteft and leaft gloomy: If it be not 
fb, (added he) God have mercy upon us, 
for I am afraid we {hall never get there/* 
I told him I could not filter him; " That 
if laughing was really a fin, as fome people 
taught, they were certainly the greateft of 
all finners." " Well (faid he) we fliall at 
leaft endeavour to be happy here ; and that, 

I am perfuaded, is the beft of all prepa- 
rations 



SICILY AND MALTA. 4$ 

rations for happinefs hereafter. Abftinence 
' -(continued he) from all innocent and law- 
ful pleafures, we reckon one of the greateft 
fins, and guird againft it with the utraoft 
care : and I am pretty fare it is a fin that: 
none of ua here will ever be damned for*'' 
—He concluded by repeating two lines, ■ 
which he told * me • was their favourite 
maxim ; the meaning of which was exr 
aftly thofe of Mr*- Pope, 

f* For God is paid when man, receives, 
"To enjoy is to obey. 1 * 

This is not the firft time I have met with 
this libertine fpirit amongft the Roman Ca- 
tholic, clergy. There is fo much nonfenfe 
and mummery in their worfhip, that they 
are afraid. left ftr angers fhould believe they 
are ferious ; and perhaps too often fly to 
the oppofite extreme, 

j 1 

We were, however, much pleafed with 
the bifhop ; he is greatly and deferyedly re- 

fpededi 
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ipeded, yet his prefence did no wife d}mi~ 
j#h, but rather increafed, the jollity of 

the company. He ejtiesed wto every jdfee, 
joined in the rep*rt$e, at which he,* * 
-great proficient, and entirely laid afide his 

epifcopal dignify s which, hgwejr6r* l am 
told, he knows very well how {9 aflame 
.when it is neceOary. He placed uti next 
4:0 himfelf, and behaved indeed, in every 
refpeft, with the greateft eafe and poiite- 
nefs. He is of one of the firft families of 
the ifland, and brother to the Prince 

of • I had his whole pedigree pat, 

but oiowl have loft it; no- matter : he is *n 
honeft, pleafant, little fellow, and that is 
of much more confequence. He is not yet 
forty ; and fo high a promotion in fe early 
a period of life, is reckoned very extra- 
ordinary, this being the richeft bifhoprick 
in the kingdom. He is a good £bho]ar, 
and very deeply read, both in ancient and 
.modern learning; and his geniufi is in no 
.degree inferior to his erudition. The firai- 

larity 
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larity of character and circumftances ftruck 
me fo ftrongly, that I could fcarce help 

thinking I had got befide our- worthy and 
refpe&able friend, the b ■ p of D — — y 5 
whiGh> I affure you, ftill added greatly to 
the pleafure I had in his company. I told 
the bifhop of this; adding, .that he was 
brother to 1 — d B— — 1 : he feemed much 
pleafed, and faid, he had often heard of 
the family, both when lord B ' was am- 
baflador in Spain, and his other brother 
commander in the Mediterranean. 

We found in this company a number of 

» 

Free Mafons, who were delighted beyond 
meafure, when they difcovered that we 
were their brethren. t They prefled us ta 
fpend a few more days amongft them, and 
offered us letters to Palermo, and every 
other town we fhould think of vifiting j 
but the heats are increafing fo violently, 
that we were afraid of prolonging our 
expedition, left we fhould be caught by the 

Sirocc 
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Siroct winds, fuppofed to blow from thtf 
burning i defarts of Africa, and fometimea 
attended with dangerous confequences to 
thofe that travel over Sicily. 

But I find I have omitted feveral circum- 
ftances of out dinner. I fliould have told 
you, that it was an annual feaft given by 
the nobility of Agrigcntum to tjhe bifhop. 
It was ferved in an immenfe granary, half 
full of wheat, on the fea fliore, chofen on 
purpofe to avoid the heat. The whole was 
on plate : and what appeared lingular to us, 
but I believe is a much better method than 
ours ; great part of the fruit was ferved up 
with the fecond courfe, the firft difh of 

which that went round was ftrawberries. 

» 

The Sicilians were a good deal furprifed to 
fee us eat them with cream and fugar^ yet 
upon trial they did not at. all diflike the L 

4 

compofition. 

The defer t confifted of a great variety 
of fruits, and ffill a greater of ices I thefe 

were 
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were fo difguifed in the fltapes of peaches, 
fig8, oranges, nuts, &c. that a perfon im* 
aceuftomed to ices: might very eafily have 
been taken in, as an honeft fea officer was 
lately at the houfe of a certain minifter of 
your acquaintance, not lefs diftinguifhed 
for the elegance of his table, than the exaflk 
formality and fubordination to be obferved 
at it. After tjhe fecond courfe was re- 
moved; and the ices, in the fhape of various 
fruits and fweetmeats, advanced by way of 
rear-guard ; one of the fervants carried the 
figure of a fine large peach to the captain, 
Who, unacquainted with deceit of any kind, 
never doubted that it was a real one ; and 
cutting it through the middle, in a moment 
had one large half of it in his mouth ; at 
firft he only looked grave, and blew up his 
cheeks to give it more room; : but the vio- 
lence of the cold foon getting the tetter of 
his patience, he began to tumble it about 
from fide to fide in his mouth, his eyes 
ruffling out of water, till at laft, able to hold 

no 
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na longer, he . fpit it oat upon his plat*) 
«fllaimin?g with a horrid oath, " A painted 
fnowfcdl, by G — V 3 and wiping away hi* 
tears with his napkin, he turned in a rage 
to the Italian fervattt that had helped biro, 
%nth a H d — n your maccanoni eyes, yon 
fon of a b— , what did you mean by that ?" 
—-The fellow, who did not underftand a 
word of it, could not forbear fmiling, 
which ftill convinced the captain the more 
that it was a trick ; and he was juft going 
to throw the reft of the fnowball in hi* 

« 

face, but was prevented by one of the com- 
pany ; when Recovering from his paffion, 
and thinking the obje& unworthy of if, 
he only added in a foftcr tone, xi Very wdf* 
neighbour, I only wifh I had you on board 
fhipibr half an hour, you fhould have a 
dozen before you could fay Jack Hobrfon, 
for all your painted cheeks." 

I aik pardon for this digrefliott, bttt a* 
it is: a good laughable ftory, I know yon 

will 



s 
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\tfill excufe it. About fix o'clock, we took 
ft cordial le^ve of our jolly friends at Agri- 
gentum; and embarked on board our 
Spaf onaro at the new port. I fhould have 
told you* that this harbour has lately been 
made at a very great expencej this city 
having always been one of the principal 
ports of the ifland, for the exportation of 
grain. The bifliop and his company went 
into a large barge, and failed round the 
harbour, we faluted them as we went out j 
they returned the compliment, and we 
took a fecond leave. The evening was 
fine, and we coafted along for q. good many 
miles ; we palled feveral points and little 
promontories, that were exceedingly beau- 
tiful and pidturefque, many of them were 
covered with noble large aloes in full blow. 
In one place, I counted upwards of 200 
of thofe fine majeftic plants all in flower) 
a fight which I imagined was hardly to 
be met witljin the world* — After {*un-fet,— 

* * 

alas, fain would I conceal what happened 
Vol. II. ,E after 



$6 A TOUR THROUGH 

after fiin-fet ! —but life you know is che- 
quered with good and evil, and it would 
have been great prefumption to receive fo 
much of the one, without expe&ing a 
little dafh of the other too.-HBefides, a fea 
expedition is nothing without a ftorm. Our 
journal would never have beeh readable, 

had it not been for this. — Well I affure 

» 

you, we had it. It was not indeed fo vio- 
lent as the great one off Louifburgh, or 
perhaps even that defcribed by Virgil; 
the reading of which is faid to have made 
people fea-fick ; but it \yas rather too muck 
for our little bark, — I was going to tell 
you that after fun-fet the iky began to 
overcaft, and in a (hort time, the whole 
atmofphere appeared firey and threaten- 
ing. We attempted to get into fome 
creek, but copld find none. The wind 
grew loud, and we found it was in vain 
to proceed ; but as the night was dark and 
hazy, we were dubious about the poffibi- 

lity of reaching the port of Agrigentunu 

How-? 
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However, this was all we had for it, aa there 
were none other within many miles. Ac- 
COrdiagly we tacked about, and plying both 
oars and fail, with great care not to come 
amongft the rocks and breakers, in about 
tWo hours we fpied the light-houfe; by 
which we diredfced our courfe, and got fafely 
Into port, betwixt one and two in the 
mornitig : we lay down on our mattrafs, 
and flept found till ten, when finding the 
falfity of bur hypothefis, that there could 
be no bad weather in the Mediterranean at 
this feafon, we unanimoufly agreed to have 
nothing more to do with Sparonaros, and 
fent immediately to engage mules to carry 
us over the mountains to Palermo. The 
ftorm continued with violence the whole 
day, and made us often thank heaven that 
"We had got fafely back. It was not till five 
in the afternoon that we had mules, guides, 
and guards provided us; when we fet ofly 
pretty much in the fame order, and in the 
fame equlj&ge as we had done about three 

E z weeks 



• >> 
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week? ago from Medina* Our guards af? 
tempted to fill us with the moil; d?g%§J$§i 
apprehenfions of this road, fhewing #6 
every mile where fuch a one wis robbed, 
fuch another was murdered \ and ent^fr 
tained us with fuch melancholy ditties thje 
greatefi part of the way. Indeed, if one 

half of their ftories be trqCr Jt is &J&W&J 
the mod: dangerous road in the world; 
but Hooked upon moft of them as fi&fons, 
invented only to increafe their own confe- 
quence, and to procure a. little more #10- 
ney. There is, indeed, fome foundation fer 
thefe ftories ; as there are numbers of gib* 
bets er e&ed on the road in terror em ; and 
every little .haroct has the power of JLiCe 
and death in his own domain. Our bifliopfs 
Brother, whofe name I have forgot, feized 
lately four and twenty of thofe defpesate 
banditti, after a ftout refiftance* wheceife^ 
veral were killed on both fides j and not- 
withftanding that fome of them were under 
the protection of the nobility, and in their 
S fervice f 
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(ervice, they were all hanged. However, 
this has by no mean* rooted them out. Our 
guards in the fufpicious places went with 
their pieces cock'd, and kept a clofe look- 
out to either fide of them; but we faw 
nothing to alarm us, except the mod dread* 
fvX roads in the world; in many places 
worfe than any thing I ever met with 
ttmongft the Alps. 

After travelling about twenty miles, we 

arrived by two in the morning at the moft 

wretched— I don't know what to call it-— 

there was not any one thing to be had but 

a little ftraw for the mules. However, a£- 

ter a good deal of difficulty, we at laft got 

fire enough to boil our tea-kettle, and 

having brought bread from Agrigentum, 

"we made an excellent meal. Our tea* table 

*was a round ftone in the field, and as the 

-moon fhone bright, we had no occasion 

for any other luminary, Yoti may believe 

our flay here was as fhort as poffible ; the 

E 3 houfe 
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houfe was too dreadfully nafly to enter it* 
and the ftable was full of poor wretches 
fleeping on the bare ground. In fhort, I 
never faw in any country fo miferable an 
Inn, for fo it is filled* We mounted out 
cavalry with all expedition, and in a verjr 
fliort time got into the woods, where we 
we were ferenaded by the nightingale a* 
we went along, who made us a full apology 
and atonement for the bad cheer we had 
met with. In a fhort time it was day, and 
then we had entertainment enough from 
the varied fcenes of the mod beautiful, wild 

and romantic country in the world.— The 
fertility of many of the plains is truly afto- 

nifhing, without inclofures, without ma- 
nure, and almoft without culture. It is with 
reafon, that this Ifland was ftiled " Roman* 
imperii horreum," the granary of the 
Roman empire. Were it cultivated, it 
would ftill be the great granary of Europe, 
Vlinj fays it yielded a hundred after one ; 

and DipdoruSt who was a native .of the 

/ ifland, 
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ifland, and wrote on the fpot, affures us 
that it produced wheat and other grain 
fpontaneoufly } and Homer advances the 
faine fa£t in the Qdyfley : 

/The foil untilPd a ready harveft yields, 
With wheat and Barley wave the golden fields; 
Spontaneous wines from weighty clutters pour, 
And Jove defcends in each prolific fhower. 
- Pope. 

Many of the mountains feem to be formed 
by fubterraneous fire ; feveral of them re- 
tain their conical figure and their craters, 
but not fo exad as thofe on Mount JEtna, 
a,s they are probably much olden I like- 
wife obferyed many pieces of lava on the 

r 

road, and in the beds of the torrents j and 

a good deal of the ftone called tufa, which 

« » 

is certainly the produ&ion of a volcano ; 
fo that I have no doubt, that a great part 
of this ifland, as well as the neighbouring 
qnes of Lipari, &c. has been originally 
formed by fubterraneous fire: we like- 

E 4 wife 



5ft A'^OUR THR6I/6M 

wife paffed fome quarries of a kind of talc }» 
afcdalfofcf a coarie alabaft er ; of this thejr 
make a fort of ftucco tf r pkifter, refembling* 
that of Paris ; but what J much regretted*; 
we miffed feeing the famotfa fait of Agri^r 
geotum j found in the earth, about four qr, 
five mUe& from that . city. It; has this to*; 
raa*kaMe property diflfertnt from aH other* 
feftjuAh&t in.the.fire.it prefentlyrmelte ; biito 
in the water; it cucke add f$Kts t>$t aevefc 
$flblves. It is, celebrated by- Pliny, Ariftotfe* 
and others of the aatient, as well as modem 
Caturalifts. Fazzello, whom I have brought 
along with; Jiie to "read by jthe roadi &y&* 
^ has often experienced this; hd adds 
from the authority of thefe antient authors* 
t|iat they formerly had mines of this fait, 
ft> pure and fdlid, that the ftatuarks and 
ftulptors prefferred it to marble, aadmad$ 
various works of it* ' / : 

^ ■ : . •- . 

-* ■ i • > . . i 

* f „ • * • t- ,4. .' - * 

... The goor , people of the vittage have 
found U? p«t,*fi4 witt* loqkfc flail of mifery 
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fypre furrouaded our door.-^ccuirfcd ty- 
ranny, — what dcfpicahle objects we become 
in thy hands J— Is it not inconceivable, how 
any government fliould be able to render 
poor and wretched, a country which pro* 
duces almofl fpontaneoufly, every thing 
that even luxury can defire ? But alas I 
poverty and wretchednefs have ever attend-* 
ed the Spanifh yoke, both on this, and on 
t f other fide of the globe.— -They make 
it their boaft, that the fun never fets on 
their dominions, but forget that fince they 
became fuch, they have left him nothing to 
fee in his courfe but deferted fields* barren 
wildernefTes, oppreffed peaiants, and lazy r 
lying, lecherous monks.— -Such are die 

fruits of their beaded conquefts. — They 
dught rather to be afhamed that ever the 
fun fhould fee them at all.— The fight of 
thefe poor people has filled me with indigo 
nation. This village is furrounded by the 
fineft country in the world, yet there was 

neither bread nor wide to be found in it, 

and 
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a»d- tie pocsr inhabitants appear more lba« 
hitf ftarved. 






<< /Mongft / Ceres ? richfft gifts with want, opj^refs'd, . 
* 4 And 'midft the flowing vineyard, die pf third* 

I ftiall now think of concluding, as I do ' . 
not refco!le£t that I have much more to fay 
to yotr. Befides, I find myfelf exceeding "' 
flfeepy 1 . l I fincerely wifK it may not bfe the 
fartie 4 tfafe with yon, before you have read thus 
far. We have 'ordered our iiiules to be" 
ready by five' o'clock, and (hall again travel ' 
all night;— the heats are too great to allow 
cff it by day ; adiep.— Thefe two fellows 
are ftill'fdund afleep. In a few minutes I 
tfiaH Be To 1 too, for the pen is almoft drop- 
ping but of my hand. Farewell. 



a ** •» » 
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LETTER XXL 



Palermo, Jane 19* 

"VIT" E are now arrived at the great capi- 
tal of Sicily, which in our opinion 
ia beauty and elegance is greatly fuperior 
to Naples. It is not, indeed, fo large, 
fcut the regularity, the uniformity and 
neatnefs of its (beets and buildings, render 
it much more pleafing ; it is full of people, 
who have moftjy an air of affluence and 
gaiety. And indeed we feetn to have 
-got into a new world.— But flop— not 
£a faft.-r-I had forgot that you have ftill 
go .miles to travd on a curfed ftubborn 
mule, over rocks and precipices ; for I 
can fee no reafon, why we fhould bring 
you at once into all the fweets of Palermo, 

Wbbot beariag at leaft fome little part in 

the 
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the fatigues of the journey. Come, we 

fhall make them as fhort as poffible. 

We left you, I think, in a little village 
on the top of a high mountain. We 
ihould indeed ufe you very ill, were we 
to leave you there any longer ; for I own 
it is the very worft country quarter, that 
fever fell to my lot. However, we got 
a good comfortable fleep in it, the only 
one thing it afforded us; and the fleas, 
the bugs, and chickens, did all that lay 
in their power even to deprive us of that, 
t>ut we defied them. Our two leaders 
came to awake us before five, apoftrophy- 
ing their entry with a detail of the horrid 
robberies and murders that had been com* 
knitted in the neighbourhood ; all of them, 
you may be fore, on the very road that we 
were to go* 

# 

Our whole fquadron waa drawn out, 
and we were ranged in order of battle* by 

•five 
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five o'clock, when we began our march* 
attended by the whole village, man, wo- 
man, and child. We fbon got down 
amongft the woods, and endeavoured to 
jforget the obje&s of mifery we had left 
behind us. The beauty and rkhnefs of 
the country increafed in proportion as we 
advanced. The, mountains, although of 9 

^great height. (that we have left is near 4000 

Jketi the mercury Handing at s6 inches 

*p lines) are covered to the very fummit 

with the richeft pafture. The grafs in the 

valleys 19 already burnt up, fo that the 

ilocks are all upoathe mountains. The 

(gradual Reparation of heat and cold> is very 

vifible in taking a view of them* The 

valleys are brown and feorched, and ib are 

£he mountains to a considerable height; 

they then begin to take a fhade of- green* 

which grows deeper and deeper, and covers 

'the whole upper region ; however, xm the 

Summit, the grafs and. corn: are by no 

r.oneans fo luxuriant as about the middle. 

Wc 
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Wc were amazed at the riehriefa of th£ 
crops, far fuperior to any thing I had ever 
feen either in England or Flanders, where 
the happy foil is affifted by all the arts of 
cultivation; whilft here, the Wretched 
hufbandman can hardly afford to give it a 
fiirrow; and gathers iii with a heavy 
heart, the moft luxuriant harveft. Td 
what purpofe is it given him ? only to lie & 
dead weight upon his hand, fometimes 
till it is entirely loft; exportation being 
prohibited to all fuch as cannot pay exor- 
bitantly for it to the fovereign.— What a 
Cpntraft is there betwixt this, ftnd the little 
uncouth country of Switzerland !— tb be 
fare, the dreadful confequences of Qppref- 
jGon can never be fet in a more ftriking 
oppofition to the bleflings and charms of 
liberty. Switzerland, the very ,excr£fcence 
of Europe, where nature feems to have 
thrown out all her cold and ftagnating 
humours; full of lakes, marfhes, and 
woods, and furroiinded by immenfe focks, 

and 
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thftd everlafting mountains t>f ice, the bar- 
reh, but facred, ramparts of liberty* Swit- 
zerland, enjoying every bleffing, where 
wery bleflmg feems to have been denied ; 
whilft Skily, covered by the mod luxuriant 
-hand of Nature; where Heaven feems to 
have fliowered down its richeft bleffings 
■with, the utmoift prodigality ; groans under 
the moft abjed poverty, and with a pale 
and Wan vifage, ftarves in the mid ft of 
plenty*— It is liberty alone that wtorks this 
(landing miracle.— Uoder her plaftic hands 
the mountains fink, the lakes are drained ;. 
and thefe rocks, thefe raarlhes, thefe woods, 
become fo many fouxces of wealth and of 
pleafure. — But what has temperance to do 
'With wealth i 

u Here reigns Content, 



14 



And Nature's child Simplicity y long fines 
Exird from poUftipd realms." 



*' *Tis Induftry fupplies 
" The little Temperahce wants*, and rt>fy Health 
«• Sits failing at the board/* 

3 You 
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You will begin to think I am in dartgof 
of turning poetical in thefe claffic fields;— 
I am fure I neither fufpe&ed any of the 
mountains we have pafled to he Parnaflus ; 
nor did I believe any one of the nine foolifh 
enough to inhabit them, except Melpo- 
mene perhaps, as (he is fo fond of tragi- 
cal faces : however, I fhall now get you 
out of them as foon as poffible, and bring 
you once more into the gay world. I affure 
you, I have often wifhed that you could 
have lent me your mufe, on this Jexpedt«* 
tion; my letters would then have been 
more worth the reading; but yoy rauft 
take the will for the deed. 



After travelling till about midnight, we 
arrived at another miferable village, where 
we flept for fome hours on ftraw, and con- 
tinued our journey again by day-break. 
We had the pleafure of feeing the rifing 
fun from the top of a pretty high moun- 
tain, and were delighted with the profpeft 

of 



SIC It* ANI> MALTA. % 

«£Strombok>, And the other Li£ari HhtuM* 
^t a great diftance ircrat Us. Qaonrdefccot 
from this nK»ttrtain, we found o urfclvcs oil 
the banks of theJfea, and took that toad, 
^cfierabktaan inkndone^ altkoiigh firre^ 
*al mSed .neater. We Toon lighted from 
«ttr folded, and pltinged imp the water, 
%iacfa hatf c*ermade one of our greatcft 
^flfiafure& in this expedition : nobody that 
lias 'not tiredit; can coiicelve the deiigfrt xrf 
this ; after t&e fttigue 6f fucfc a jofaraey, 
Wid -paflfeg three days withoutnjndreffing. 

Your friend Fidlarton, though only feven* 
teen, but^vhofe mind and body now equally 
defpife every fatigue* found bimklf ftrong 
as a lion, and fit to begin fuch another 
march. We foiled our tea-kettle under a 
fig-tree, and eat a breakfaft that migjii 
have ferved a company of ftrollihg players. 

:!Fhe approach! to Pakrmo is fine. Tb* 

alleys are planted with £ruit-tre««, and 

large American aloes . in full. ,hlow.— -Near 

Vol. II. F th« 
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the city we pafled a place of execution* 
where, the quarters of a number of robbery 

M " 1 

were hung up upon hooks, like fo many 
hams j fome of them appeared newly * exe7 
cuted, and made a very unfightly figure. 
On our arrival, we learned that a prieft 
and three others had beea taken a few 
days ago, after an obftinate defence, in 
which feyeral were killed on both fides ; 

4 » ..... 

the prieft, rather than fubmit to his con- 
queers, plunged his hanger into hi. 
breaft, and died on the fpot : the reft fub- 
mitted and were executed. 



As there is but one inn in Palermo, we 
Were obliged to agree to their own terms 
(five ducats a day). We are hut indif- 
ferently lodged ; however, it is the only 
inn we have yet feen in Sicily, and indeed, 
may be faid to be th£ only one in the ifland. 
It is kept by a noify troublefome French- 
woman, who I find will plague us ; there 
is no keeping her out pf pur rooms, and 

ihe 



flie never comes in without telling us of 

• • • 

filch a prince and fucK a duke, that wete 

» « • » • *■ • 

fo fuperlativdy happy at being lodged id 

• i » 

her hotife : we can eafily learn that they 
were tall defperately in love with her $ and 
indeed fhe fefcms to take it very* mtich 
amifs, that we arei hot inclined to bd 

* » * 

of the fame fehtiments. I -have already 
been obliged to tell her, that we zit 
very retired fort of people, and do not 
like company ; I find fhe does not efteem 
lis the better for it ; and this morning, (aa 
I paffed through the kitchen, without 
fpeaking to her) I overheard her exclaim, 
u Ah mon Dieu ! comme ces Anglois font 
" fauvages.* I believe we inuft take more 
notice of her, otherwife we fhall certainly 
have our rent raifed ; but fhe is as fat as a 
pig, and as ugly &s a devil, ajid lays on a 
Quantity of paint on each of her fwelled 
cheeks, that looks like a great plaifter 
6f red Morocco. Her pi&ure is hanging 
in the room where I am jaow writing, as 

F 2 ' well 
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well as that of her hulband, who, by the 
hjdy is a ninny f they are no kte yilp 
f^rioiltie* tfcantitie originals.— He is dntwQ 
^ritfy his fnuff-box open in one hand, and 
a difh of coffee in the other : and at the 
feme time, ^wf Tamable a Madame. I 
took notice of this triple occupation, which 
fcemed to imply fonvethiog particular* She 
told me that the thought w*s her^j that 
Iter hufband was exceedingly fond of (huff 

* 

fend, of coffee, and wanted by this to fhew 
th^t he was ftill more occupied with her 
than with either of them. — I could not 
help applauding the ingenuity of the can- 
ceit. Madame is painted with an immenfe 
bouquet in her bread, and an orange in 
her right-hand, emblematic of her fwe^t- 
riefs and purity ; and has the prettieft little 
fmirk on her face you can imagine. She 
told me that ihe infilled on the painter 
drawing her avec le fouris fur le vifage^ 
but as he had not efprit enough to make 
her fmile naturally) ihe was obliged to 

fore* 
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force one, " qui n'etoit pas tout a fait 
** fi jolie que le naturel, mais qui vaudroit 
a toujours mieux que de parroitre Ibmbre. 5 * 
I agreed with her perfe&ly; and aflirredf 
her it became her very much, " parceque 
" les dames grafies font toujours de bonne 
c< humeur."— I found, however, that flie 
would willingly have excufed me the latter 
pain: of the compliment, which more than 
loft all that I had gained by the former. 

* H eft vrai'* (faid flie, a good deal piqued) 

* 

<c j'ai un peu de Pem bon point, mais pas 
Cl taht graffe pourtant." I pretended to 
excufe mylelf, from not underftanding all 
the finefle of the language y aiyi aflured 
her, that de Pem bon point was the very 
phrafe I meant to make ufe of. She 
accepted the apology, and we are again 
reconciled j for, to give the devil his due, 
they are good-humoured. She made me a 
curtfey, and repeated, •* Oui, Monfieur, 

* pour . parler comme il faut; il faut dire 

F3 *&. 
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u dt Vem bon point. ^On ne dit pas graffe.** 
I aflured her, bowing to the ground, that 
the word fhould for ever be razed from my 
vocabulary. She left me with a gracious 
fmile, ^nd.a curtfey much lower than the 
firft; adding, " Je fi^avois bien que Mon-* 
cC fieur etoit un homme comnie U faut ; v 
9t the faijie time tripping off on her tip-, 
toes, as light as a feather, to (hew me 
how mach I had been miftaken. Thia 
woman made me recoiled (what I havq 
always obferved) how little the manners of 
the French are tp be changed by their 
conneftioij with other nations ; allowing 
pone to be in any degree worthy of imi^ 
tation but their own. Although fhe ha? 
po^? been here thefe twenty years, fhe 
is ftill as perfp&ly French, as if fhe had 
never been without the gates of Paris j 
?md looks upon every woman in Palermo 
with the utmoft contempt, becaufe they 
Jiave Qever feen that capital* nor heard! 

the 
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the fublime mufick of its opera. She is 
likewife (allowing for the difference of 

rank) an admirable epitome of all Frencji 
women, whofe univerfal paffion has ever 
been the defire of admiration, and of ap- 
pearing young j and ever would be, I 
believe, were they to live to the age of 
a thoufand. Any perfon that will . take 
a look of the withered death's heads in 
their publick places, covered over with a 
thick mafk of paint, will be convinced 
of this.— Now, our old ladies, when they 
get to the wrong fide of fixty, generally 
take a jump up to the borders of four- 
score, and appear no left vain of their 
years, than ever they were of their youth. 
I know fome of them, that I am fure 
are npt lefs happy, nor lefs contented, 
nor (I might almoft add) lefs admired 
with their wrinkles, than ever they were 
with their dimples. I do not know 
whether . a cheerful old woman* who is 
willing to appear fo, is more refpe&able, 

F 4 or 
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or more eftimable j. or a withered witch* 
who fills up every wrinkle with varnifh, 
and at fourfcore attempts- to give herfelf 
the bloom of four-and-twentyy is ridi- 
culous and contemptible :— but as dinner 

is oh the table, I ftall leave it to you 
to determine. Adieu. 



< 
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Palermo, Jane 23d. 

SHALL have a 4 great deal to write 
you about this city; we are every day 
jnorp delighted with it, and fhall leave 
it with much regret* We have now de- 
livered Our letters, in c&nfequeoce of which 
we are loaded with civilities, and have got 
Into a veiy agreeable fet of acquaintance.— 
But I ihali firft attempt to give you fome 
little idea of the town, and then fpeak of 
}t$ inhabitants. It is by much the mod 
regular I have feen, and is built upon that 
plan, which f think all large cities ought 
to follow^ The tw;o great ftreets inter- 
fed each other in the center of the city, 
where they form a handfome fquare, called 
$he Qttangolo, adorned with elegant uni- 

' form buildings. From the center of this 

6 iquare, 
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fquarc, you fee the whole of thefe noble 
ftreets, and the four great gates of the 
city which terminate them ; the fymmetry 
and beauty of which produce a fine effe&. 
The whole of thefe are to be magnificently 
illuminated fome time next month, and 
muft certainly be tha fined fight in the 
world* The four gates are each at the 
diftance of about half a mile, (the diameter 
of the city being no more than a£ mile*:} 
thefe are elegant pieces of architedure 
richly adorned ; particularly the Porta 
Nova and Porta Felice, terminating the 
great ftreet called the Qorfo, * that runs 

r .* * * * 

fouth weft and north eaft. The lefler 
ftreets in general run parallel to thefe great 
ones ; fo that from every part of the city, 
in a few minutes walking, you are fure to 
arrive at one of the capital ftreets. The 
Porta Felice (by much the handfonieft of 
the gates) opens to the Marino, a delight- 
ful walk, which conftitutes one of the 

" * • • 

great pleafures of the nobility of Palermo. 

it 
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It is bounded on one fide by the wall of 

* 

the city, and on the other by the fea, from 
whence, even at this fcorching feafon, 

there is always an agreeable breeze. la 

* • 

the center of the Marino they have lately 
erected an elegant kind of temple, which, 

during the fummer months, is made ufe 
of as an orcheftra for mufick ; and as in 
this feafon they are obliged to convert the 
flight into day, the concert does not begin 
till the clock ftrikes midnight, which is 
the fignal for the fymphony to ftrike up : 
at that time the walk is crowded with car- 
riages and people on foot ; and the better 
to favour pleafure. and intrigue, there is 
an order, that no perfon, of whatever 
quality, fliall prefume to carry a light 
with him. The flambeaux are extinguifh- 
ed at the Porta Felice, where the fervants 
wait for the return of the carriages ; and 
' the company generally continue an hour 
or two together in utter darknefs ; except 
When the intruding moon, with her horns 

and 
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and her chaftity, comes to difturb them. 
The concert finifhes about two in the 
morning, when, for the moft part, every 
hulband goes home to his own wife. This 
is an admirable inflitution, and never prd-i 
duces any fcandal: no hulband is fuch 
a btute as to deny his wife the Marino 5 
and the ladies are fix cautious and rircum-> 
fjpcCt on their fide, that the more to avoid 
giving offence, they very often put od 
<naique&. 

Their other amufements eonfift chiefly 



in their Converfazwnes^ of which they 
have a variety every night. There is one 
general one, fupported by the fuhforiptiot^ 
of the nobility, which is open every even- 
ing at fun-fet, and continues till midnight, 
when the Marino begins. It better defervea 
the name of a cooverfatkm than any I have 
ieen in Italy ; for here the people cealljr 
come to eonverfe, whereas in Italy, they 
only go to play at cards And eat ices. I 
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Jitsc t>15ferved, that feldom or never one 
half of the company tt engaged in play, 
nor do they either play Jong or deep. 
There are a numbei of apartments belong- 
^og to this conyer&tioo, ilhiiaanated with 
wax %btfe and £jep* exceedingly cool and 
agreeable ; and it is indeed altogether ooe 
of the mod feafibie and porofor table toftir 

*. * * * * * 

tutioos I have feea : bfi&lfis tfria, there 
are generally a number of particular con* 
yerfations every night, and what will a 
good deal forprize ypu> thefe are alvvay* 
held in the apartments of the Lying-in 
ladies; for in this happy climate, child- 
bearing ia divefted of aH is* terrors, and h 
only confidered as a party of pleafure.. 
SThb circutttftance we we» ignorant of til! 
t'other morning. The duke of ITerdirra, 
who does us the honours of the place, 
with great attention and politenefs, came 
to tell us, we had a vifit to mjrice, that 
was indifpenfable. " The Princefs Paterno 

"(laid 
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" (faid he) was brought to bed laft night J 
u and it is abfolutely incumbent on yori 
*' to pay your ffefpe&s to hef this even* 
" ing." At firft I thought he Was in 
joke, but he a flu red me he was ferious* 
and that it would be looked upon as & 
great urtpolitenefs to neglefk it.r— Accord- 
ingly we went about iun-fet, and found 
the princefs fitting up ill her bed, in ail 
elegant uridrefs, with a number of her 
friends around hen She talked as ufual, 
and feemed to be perfe&ly well. This 
conveirfation is repeated every night during 
her convalefcence, which generally lafts 
for about eleven or twelve .days* This 
cuftom is imiver&l, and as the ladies here 
are very prolific, there are for the moft 
part three or four of thefe aflemblies going 
on in the city at the fame time j poffibly 
the Marino may not a little contribute 

4 

towards them. 

The 
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1 The 'Sicilian ladies marry, at thirteen or 
fourteen, and are fometimes, grandmothers 
tefafetiity are thirty .*-The Count Stetela 
-prcfeyited u* a few days ago to his coufin, 
khe Priadefe Partana, who he told us .had a 
•great number of. children, the eldeft of 
which was a very fine -gill of fifteen. We 
talked to the princefs for half an hour, not 
in the leaft doubting all the time that fhe 
was die daughter, till at laft the young 
lady came in ; and even then, it was not 
eafy to fey which appeared the handfomeft 
or. the youngeft. This lady has had twelve 
children, and is Hill in her bloom j fhe 
tflured me that fhe neyer enjoyed more 
perfect health than when fhe was in child- 
bed j^ that during the time of her pregnancy 
ihe was often indifpofed, but that imme- 
diately on delivery fhe was cured of all her 
complaints, and was capable of enjoying 
the conipany of her friends even more than 
at any other time. I exprefled my furprife 
at this very fingular happinefs 6f their cli- 
mate 
3 
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mate or conftitutions J but fhe appeared fUt! 
more fiirprifed when I told her thai wt loft 
many of our fineft women in childbed* and 
that even the inoft fortunate and &fy d& 
E veries were attended -with violent pain and 
anguifh. — She lamented the fata of our 
ladies, and thanked Heaven that fhe waft 
born a Sicilian. 

r 

Wljat this fiogularity is pfflring to, fat 
the learned determine ; hot it is furely one 
of the capital bleffings of thefe climates 

» 

where the curfe that was laid 
Eve feems to be entirely taken off i £ don't 
know how the ladies here have deforced that 
exemption, as they have at leaft as much 
both of Eve and the ferpent as ours have* 
and ftill retain their appetite, as ftrong as 
ever, for forbidden fruit, — It feems hard* 
that in our own country, and in Switzer- 
land, where the women in general are the 
chafteft in Europe, that this curfe fboukl 
fall the heavieft : it is probably owing to 

the 
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the climate :— In cold* but more pactictir 
larly in mountainous countries, births are 
difficult and dangerous ; in warm and low 
places they are more eafy; the air of the 
firft hardens and contracts the fibres, that 
of the fecond foftens and relaxes them* In 
fome ]place8 in Switzerland* and amongft 
the Alps, they lofe almoft one half of their 
fromen in childbed, and thofe that can 
afford it, often go down to the low coun-p 
tries fome weeks before they lie in, and 
find their deliveries much eafier. One may 
cafily conceive what a change it mud make 
upon the whole frame, to add the preffur* 
ef a column of air of two or three Jthoufand 
feet more than it is accuftomed to : and 
if mufcular motion is performed by the 
preffure of the atmofphere, as fome have 
alleged, how much muft this add to the 
a&ioa of every mufcle ! — However, if this 
hypothecs were true, our ftrength fhould 
have been diminifhed one third on the top 

of <£tna, which did not appear to be the 
Vol. II. G cafe ; 
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t 

I 

cafe; as we had patted through one third 
of the quantity of air of the whole atmo- 
fphere. I have often thought that phy- 
ficians pay too little attention to thefe con- 
fiderations ; and that in ikilful hands they 
might be turned to great account, in the 
cure of many difeafes : they only fend their 
patients to fuch a degree of latitude, but 
never think of the degree of altitude in the 
atmofphere. Thus, people with the fame 
complaints are fent to Aix and to Marfeilles, 
although the air in thefe two places iauft 
be effentially different. Marfeilles is on 
the level of the fea, and Aix (as I myfelf 
meafured it) is near 600 feet above it.— 
Now I am perfuaded, that in fuch a coun- 
try as Switzerland, or on fuch a mountain 
as ./Etna, where it is eafy at all times to 
take off a preffure from the human body 
of many thoufand pounds weight, that an 
ingenious phyfician might make great dis- 
coveries; rior indeed would thefe difcoveries 
be confined to the changing of the quantity 

2 of 
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of air that prefles on the body, but would 
likewife be extended to the changing of the 
quality of the air we breathe } which, on 
the fide of .£tna, or any very high moun- 
tain, is more varied than in travelling 
through fifty degrees of latitude. I beg 
-'pardon for this dtgreffion ; the only amends 
4 J can make, is to put it out of my power 
to trouble you with any more, and thus 
-abruptly allure you how inuchi &c. 
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lettU xxhl 

' - 

f\lT& fondnefe for Palermo incxtea&s 
^ every 4ay* and we are beginning, tp 
look forward with regret to the time of our 
leaving it, which is now faft approaching. 
We have made acquaintance with many 
fenfible and agreeable people. The Sici- 

9 

lians appear frank and fincere ; and their 
politenefs does not confift in (hew and 
grimace, like fome of the polite nations of 
the continent. The viceroy fets the pat- 
tern of hofpitality, and he is followed by 
the reft of the nobles. He is an amiable, 
agreeable man, and I believe is as much 
beloved and efteemed as a viceroy to an 
abfolute monarch can be. He was in 
England in his youth, and is ftill fond of 
many of our authors, with whom he feems 

to 



SICILY AND MALTA. 9$ 

to be intimately acquainted ; he fpeaks the 
language tolerably weft* and encourages' the 
learning of it amongft his people. — He 
n&y be confidered with regard to Naples,' 

■ 

as what the lord lieutenant of Ireland is 
with regard to England, with this trifling 
difference* that, like his matter, he is in- 
vefted with abfblute authority; and keeps 
Ifis parliament (for he has one too) in the 
mofl: perfect fubje&ion. The patriots here, 
although a very numerous body, have ne- 
ver been able to gain one point, no nor, a* 

place, nor even a penfion for a needy friend. 
Had lord Townfhend the power of the mar- 
quis Fogliano, I fuppofe your Hibernian 
fquabbles (of which we hear fo much, even 
at this diftant corner) would foon have an 
end. — Notwithftanding this great authority, 
he is affable and familiar, and makes his 

houfe agreeable to every body. We go 

» , 

very often fo his aflemBlies, and have dined 
with hhn fevferal times j his table is ferved 

vftfr deganeer and magnificence, much fu- 

1 G 3 perior 
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perior indeed'to that of his Sicilian majefty,' 
who eats off a fervice of plate, at leaf)? 
300 ye^rs old, very blac^: and rqfty in-» 
deed : I heard a gentleman afk one day, 
whilft we were {landing round the table, 
if it bad not been dug out of Herculaneumu 
That of the viceroy is very elegant, and 
indeed the whole of his entertainments cor-* 
refpond with it ; though we tiave as yet 
feen nothing here, to be compared to the 
luxury of our feaft io the granary at Agri- 

gcntum, 

r 

The Sicilian cookery is a mixture of the 
French and Spanifli; and the Olio ftill 
prefcrves its rank and dignity in the center 
of the table, furrounded by a numerous tram 
of fricsflees, fricandeaus, ragouts, and pet 
de loups; like a grave Spanifli Don, amidft 
a number of little finart xnarquis«~-The 
other nobility, whom we have had occafiou 
to fee, are likewife very magnificent in 
their entertainment* j bat moft particularly 

ia 



SICILY AND MALTA. 87 
m their dsferts and ices, of which there is, 

* - 

a greater variety than I have feen in any- 
Other country. They are very temperate 
with regard to wine; though, fince we 
iaye taught them our method of toafting 
ladies they are fond of, and of hob and 
nobing with their friends, ringing the two 
glaffes together; this focial practice ha* 
animated them fo much, that they have 
been fometimes led to drink a greater quan- 
tity than they are accuftomed to j and they 
often reproach us with having made them 
drunkards. In their ordinary living they 
are very frugal and temperate ; and from 
the fobriety we have feen here, we are now 
more perfuaded that the elevated fituation 
of Agrigentum muft be one great caufe of 
its drunkennefs. 

« * 

The Sicilians have always had the cha 3 
rate of being very amorous, and furely 
not without reafon. The whole nation are 
poets, eyen the. peafants J and a man ftands 

G4 a P°° r 
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a poor chance for a roiftrefs* that is $«| 

capable of celebrating her praife^ I believ$ 

it is generally allowed that the paftoraV 

poetry had its origin in this ifland ; *MK^ 

Theocritus, after whom they ftill oppyx 

will ever be looked upon as the prince of 

paftoral poets. And indeed in mufick tpq* 

as well as poetry, the foft, apiproys pieces 

are generally ftiled Sicilian J thejfe they, 

ufed to play all night under their miftrefie^ 

window*, to exprefs the delicacy of tfyei? 

paflion ; but ferenading is pot now fo much 

in fafhion, as it was during the time, of 

their more intimate connexion with'Spayu 

when it was laid bj one of their authors, 

that no perfon could pafs for a man of gaU 

lantry that had not got a cold; and wa§ 

fure never to fucceed in making love, ueh 

Jefs he made it in a hoarfe voice. The la- 

dies are not now fo rigid, and will fopie- 

times condefcend to hear a man, $ye$ aU 

though he Should fpeak in a clear to^e.— 

Neither do they ajay longer acqwire tita 

ious 
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prodigious martial fpats, that were theq 
jaeceffary to win theqpu— The attacking of 
^ mad byll, or a wild boar, was reckoned} 
the handfomeft compliment a loyer could 
pay to his miftreft j an4 the putting thefe 
^nimal^ to death foftened her heart much 
Store than all. the fighing love-fick tale? that 
fould he invented. Thte ha? been hu- 
£iojDufly ridiculed bjr one of their poets. 

> 

Jle fays that Cupid's little golden dart was 
now changed into a maffy fpear, which an- 
fwewd a double purpofc ; for at the fame 
time that it pierced the tough bull's hide, 
\t likewifc pierced the tender lady's heart- 
But thefe Gothiek cuftoms are now confined 
to Spain, and the gentle Sicilians have re- 
affumed their foftmefs. To tell you the 
truth, gallaqtry is pretty giuch upon the fame 
footing here as in Italy, the eftablifhment 
of Qcfifbees is pretty general, though not 
<piite 1q uqivedal as on the continent. How* 
ever, -a breach of the marriage vow is no 




t 
and 
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and the confeflbrs fall upon eafy and plea-* 
fent enough 1 methods of making them atone* 
for it! The huftands are content;- ahcP 
like able generals, make up for the lofs oF 

* • • < • •* 

6ne for trefe, by the taking of another; How-* 
ever, female lieentioufnefs has by no mean* ft 
tome to fuch a height as in Italy, We 
have feen a great deal of domeftic hap- 
pinefs ; hufbands and wives that truly love 
one another, and whofe mutual care and 
pleafure is the education of their children. 
I could name a number ;-r-The Duke of 
Verdura, the Prince Partana, the Count 
Bufcemi, and many others who live in the 
moil facred union. Such fights are very 
rare on the continent. But indeed the ftile 
that young people are brought up in here, 
feems to lay a much more folid foundation 
for matrimonial happinefs, than either 
in France or Italy. The young ladies are 
not fhut up in convents till the day of 
their marriage, but for the moft part live 
in the houfe with their parents, where 

they 
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they receive their education, and are every 
day in company with their friends and 
delations. From what I can obferve, t 
think they are allowed almoft as much 1 
liberty as with us* In their great aflemblies, 
we often fee a club of young people (of 
both fexes) get together in a corner, and 
amufe themfelves for hoiirs, at crofs pur- 
pofes or fuch like games, without the mo- 

thers being under the leaft anxiety j indeed f 
we fometimes join in thefe little parties, 

and find them extremely entertaining. In 

> 

general, they are quick and lively, and 
have a number of thofe jetix tPeJprity which 
I think mu'ft ever be a proof, in all coun- 
tries, of the familiar intercourfe betwixt 
the young people of the two fexes ; for all 
thefe games are infipid, if they are not 
feafoned by fomething of that invifible and 

fubtile agency, which renders every thing 

1 

snore interefting in thefe mixed focieties, 
than in the lifelefs ones, compofed of only 
one part of the fpecies. Thus, in Italy, 

Spain, 
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Spain, and Portugal, I have never feea 
any of thefe games ; in France feldom, but 
in Switzerland, (where the grcateft liberty 
and familiarity is enjoyed amongft the 
young people) they are nuraberlefs*— — 
But the conversion hour is arrived, and 
our carriage is waiting* 

Adieo. 



i 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Palermo, June s8tk» 

ST*HER£ are two finall countries, one 
to the eaft, the other to the weft of 
this city, where the principal nobility have 
their country palaces. Both thefe we hare 
vifited; there are many noble houfes in 
each of them. That to the eaft is called La 
Bagaria, that to the weft HColle. — We are 
ihifc inftant returned from La Bagaria, and 
I haften to give you an account of the ridi- 
culous things we have &en, though perhaps 
you wiD not thank me for it. 

The palace of the Princp of Valguarnera 
is, I think, by much the fine ft and moil beau- 
tiful of all the houfes of the Bagaria ; but 
it is far from being the moft extraordinary : 
were I to def^ribe it, I Ihouid only tell you 
of things you have often feen &ad heard of 

in 



' . 



5 4 A TOUR THROUGH 

in other countries, fo I ihall only fpeak of 
one, which, for its fingularity, certainly 
is not to be paralleled on the face of the 
earth ; ft belongs to the prince of P— — , 
a man of immenfe fortune, who has de- 
voted his; whole life to the Audy of mon- 
gers and chimeras, greater and' more ridi- 
culous than ever entered into the imagi- 
nation of the. wildeft writers of romance 

* - *•« 

or knight-errantry* * .• 



* * 



The amazing crowd of ftatues that fur* 
round hi6 houfe, appear at a diftance like 
a % little army drawn up for its v defence; 
but when you.get amongfitkein, and evfery 
one affumes his true likenefs, you imagine 
you have got into the regions of deluflon 
an^. enchantment; for of all that immenfe 
groups there is not one made to reprefeni 
any objeQ in nature; nor is the abfittw 
dity of the wretched imagination that ctw 
ated them lefe aftonifhing than it$ wonder-' 
ful fertility. It would require a volume 

* to 
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to defcribe the whole, and a fad volume, 
indeed it would make. . He has put the 
heads of men to the bodies of every fort of 
?nin$al, . and the heads of every other ani- 
mal; to the bodies of men. Sometimes he 
makes a compound of five or fix animals 
(hat, have no fort of refemblance in nature. 
He puts the; head of a lion to the neck. of 
a gopfe> the body of a lizard, > the kgs of a 
goat, the tail of a fox. On the back of this 
monfter, he puts another, if poflible ftill 
more hideous, with five or fix heads, and 
and a bufh of horns, that beats the bead in 
the Revelations all to nothing There xi 
no kind of horn in the world that he . has" 
not colle&ed ; and his pteafuf e is; to fee 
them all ftourifhing upon the fame head: 
This is a ftrange fpeciesof madnefs; and 
it is truly unaccountable that he has not 
been fhut up many years ago; but he is 
perfe&ly innocent, and troubles nobody by 
the indulgence of his phrenzy; on the 

' - . • contrary/ 
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contrary, he gives bread to a number of £bU 
Maries and other workmen, whom he re* 
wards in proportion aft they Can bring theft 
imagination* to coincide with his own j or, 
in other words, according to the hideout* 
nefa of the mongers they prodtt<&. it 
would be idle and tirefome to be particular 
in an account of thefe abfurditie** Tbd 
ftatues that adorn, or rather deform thtf 
great avenue, and furround the court of thtf 
palace, amount already to 6od* ndtwith* 
Handing which, it may be truly faid, that 
he has not broke the feeond commandment J 
for of all that number, there i* fiot th0 
likenefs of any thing in heaven above, id 
the earth beneath, or in the waters under 
the earth; The old ornaments which were 
put up by his father, who was a fenfible 
man, appear to have been in a good tafte* 
They have all been knocked to pieces, and 
laid together in a heap, to make room for 
this new creation. 

The 
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*The mfide of this iochanted. caftle corre* 
Iponds exa&ly with the out ; it is in every 
Vefpeft as whimfical &nd fantaftical, and 
you cannot turn yourfdf to any fide, where 
yoti are not ftared in the face by fome hide- 
bus figure or other. Some of the apart- 
inents are fpacious and magnificent, with 
liigh arched roofs ; which inftead of plaifter 
tor ftucco> are compofed entirely of large 
hrirrbrt, nicely joined together* The e£- 
ft& that thefe produce (as egch of them 
make a fmall angle with the other,) is ex- 
iQIy that of a multiplying glafs ; fo that 
When three or four people are walking be* 
low* there is always the appearance of 
three or fbtir hundred walking above. The 
Whole of the doorfc are liketoife covered 
ever with fmall pieces of mirror, cut into 
the moft ridiculous fh&pes, and intermixed 
With a great variety of chryftal and glafs 
tof different colours. All the chimney- 
jpieces, windows, and fide-boards are croud* 
id with pyramids and pillars of tea-pots, 

Vol. II. H. caudle- 
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caudle-cups, bowls, cups, faucers, &c* 
ftrongly cemented together ; fome of thefe 
columns are not without their beauty : one 
of them has a, large china chamber-pot 
for its bafe, and a circle of pretty little 
flower-pots for its capital : the fhaft of 
the column, upwards of four feet long, is 
compofed entirely df tea-pots of different 
fizes, diminishing gradually from the bafe 
to the capital. The profufion of china 
that has been employed in forming thefe 
columns is incredible ; I dare fay there is 
not lefs than forty pillars and pyramids 
formed in this ftrange fantaftic manner. 

Moft of the rooms are paved with fine 
marble tables of different colours, that look 
like fo many tomb-ftones. Some of thefe 
are richly wrojught with lapis lazuli, por- 
phyry, and other valuable ftones; their 
fine polifh is now gone, and they only 
appear like common marble j the place of 
thefe beautiful tables he has fupplied by a 

6 new 



SICILY ANDMALTA. 99 

new fet of his own invention) fome of 
which are not without their merit. Thefe 
are made of the fineft tortoife-fhell mixed 
with mother of pearl, ivory, and a variety 
of metals ; and are mounted on fine ftands 
of folid brafs. 

r 

The windows of this inchanted caftle 
are compofed of a variety of *glafs of every 
different colour, mixed without any fort of 
order or regularity. . Blue, red, gteen, 
yellow, purple, violet.— So that at each 
window, you may have the heavens' and 
earth of whatever colour you chufe, only 
by looking through the pane that pleafes 

you. 

The houfe clock is cafed in the body of 
a ftatue ; the eyes of the figure move with 
the pendulum, turning up their white and 
black alternately, and make a hideous ap- 
pearance. 

H a His 
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His bed-chamber arid drcfling-room attJ 
like ttto apartments in Noah's ark 5. thete 
U fearce a beaft* however vile, that he had 
not placed there; toads, frogs, fcrpents* 
lizards, fcorpions, all cut out in marble* 
of their refpe&ive colours* There are a 
good many bufts too, that are not lefs fin-* 
gularty imagined.— Some of thefe make a 
very handfome profile on one fide j turn to 
the Other, and you have a&eleton; here 
you fee a nurfe with a child in her arms 3 
its back is exactly that of an infant ; its 
face is that of a wrinkled old woman of 
ninety. ' ' 

* For fome minutes one can laugh a! 
thefe follies, but indignation and con?* 
tempt foon get the better of your inirth* 
add the laugh is turned into a fneer. P 0W1* 
I was foon tired of them ; though fome 
things are lb ftrangely fancied,, that it may 
well excufe a little mirth, even from the 
moft rigid cynic. 

S The 
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The family Statues are charming; they 
hsfre heea done iron* ibme old pi&ures, 
jund make a moft venerable appearance ; he 
Jhas drefled them coot from head to foot, in 
new and elegant &tt& of marble; and inr 
jdeed the effect it produces is snore ridiculous 
*fcan any thing you can conceive. Thar 
{hoe* we all of black marble, their dock- 
ings generally of red; their dbaths are of 
different colours, blue, green, and varie- 
gated, with a rich lace of gudt antiqut. 
The perriwige of the meo and fcad-drefles 
of the ladies are of fine white; fo axe their 
flirts, with long flowing ruffles of alabafter. 
The walls of the howfe are covered with 
ibme fine bafib relievos of white marble, 
in a good tafte ; thefe he could not well 
take out, or alter, fo he has only added 
knmenfe frame? to them. Each frame is 
sorapofed of four large marble tables. 


I 

The author and owner of this fmgular 
^o&eftiQji- is a poor miferable lean figure, 

H $ (hivering- 
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« 

fhivering ' at a breeze, and feem* to be 
afraid of every body he fpeaks to; but 
(what furprifed me) I have heard him talk 
-fpecioiifly enough on feveral oiccafions. He 
is one of the richeft fubje&s in the ifland, 
and it is thought he has not laid out lefs 
than 2 0,000 pounds in the creation of this 
world bf monfters and chimeras.— He 
certainly might haye fallen upon fome 
-way to ptfove hitnfelf a fool at a cheaper 
rate. .Howgver it gives bread to a number 
of poor people* to whom he i§ an excellent 
maften His hoiife at Palermo is a good 

deal in the fame ftile : his carriages are 
: covered with plates of brafs, fo that I realty 
believe fome of them are muffcet proofs 

The government have had ferious 
thoughts of demolishing the regiment of 
monfters he has placed round his houfe, but 
as he is humane and inofFenfive, and as this 
would certainly break his heart, they have as 
yet fbrborpe. However, the feeing of them 
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by women with child is faid to have been 
already attended with very unfortunate cir- 
cumftances ; feveral living monfters having 
been brought forth in the neighbourhood. 
The ladies complain that they dare no 
longer take an airing in the Bagaria ; that 
fome hideous form always haunts their 
imagination for fome time after: their 
hufbands too, it is faid, are as little fatisfied 
with the great variety of horns. Adieu. 
I fhall write you again by next poft, as 

matter multiplies faft upon me in this 
metropolis. 

Ever yours. 



H4 
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LETTER XXV, 

Palermo, June 30^. 

PTpHE a,ccoynt the people here give pf 
•*• the Sirocc, or South-eaft wind, U 
traly wonderful ; to-day, at the viceroy's, 
W* were complaining pf the yioj^nce of 
the heat, the thermometer being at 79.-- 
They affured m> that if we ftaid till the 
$nd of next xnoAtb, we fhpuld. probably, 
look on this as pleafant cool weather j 
adding, that if we had once experience^ 
the Sirocc, all other, weather yriil appear 
temperate. — I afked to what degree the. 
thermometer commonly rpfe during thi^ 
wind j but found to ipy furprize, that » 
there was no fuch inftrument in wf<? axapngft 
them : however, the violence of it^ they, 
aflure us, is incredible; and that thofa 
who had remained many years, in Spain . 



t. < - \*4 
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%$ Malta, Jiad never felt any heat ia 
tbqfe countries to compare to it— How if 
happens to be more violent in Palernju} 
t,haa ia any other part of Sicily, is 4 
myftery that fffll remains tp be unfolded* 
^Several treatifes have been written pn {hi$ 
fub^ed, but none that give any tolerable 
degree of fetisfadion. As we ihall ftay. 
for feme time longer, it is poffible we 
ipay have an opportwity qf giving yoq 
fjomz account of it. 

They have begun ibme weefcs ago to 
jpake preparations for the great feaft of 
St. Roiblia ; and our friends here iay they 
are determined that we ihall not leave 

^ » * • ' « 

them till after it is over ; but this I am 
afraid will not be in our power. The 
yrarm feafon advances, and the time we 
appointed for our return to Naples is 
already elapfed ; but indeed, return when 
we will, we ihall make but a bad ex- 
change ; and were it not for thofe of our 

own 



ib6 A TOUR THROUGH 

6wn cotintry whom we have left behind 
lis, we certainly fhould have determined 

6ri a much longer ftay. But although the 

* ■ » 

ibciety here is fuperior to that of Naples, 
yet,— call it prejudice—or caH * it what 
you will, there is a—jV nc Jfai quoi^a. 
certain confidence in the character, the 
worth, and friendfliip of our own people, 
that T have feidom felt anywhere on the 
continent, - except in Switzerland, This 
fenfation, which conftitutes the charm of 
ibciety, and can alone render it fup- 
portablp for any tiipe, is only infpired 
by fomething analogous, ^nd fympathetic, 
in our feelings and fentiments; like two 
inftrumepts that are in unifbn, and vibrate 
to each other's touch : for fQciety is a 
concert, an4 if the inftruments are not 
in tune, there never can be harmony ; 
and (to carry on the metaphor) this har- 
mony too rauft fometimes be heightened 
and fiippprted by the introdu&ion of a dif- 
porcj; but where difcords predominate, 

which 
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which is often the cafe between an Eng- 
lish and an Italian mind, the mufick mult 
« 

be wretched indeed. — Had we but a little 
mixture of our own fociety, how gladly 
fhould we fpend the winter in Sicily ; but 
we often think with regret on Mr. Hamil- 
ton's and Mr. Walter's families ; and wifli 
again to be on the continent.— Indeed, 
even the pleasures we enjoy here, we owe 
principally to Mr. Hamilton : his recom- 
mendations we have ever found to be the 
jbeft paflport and introduction; and the 
zeal and cordiality with which thefe are 
always received, proceeds evidently not 
from motives of deference and refpe£t to 
the minifter, but of love and affe&ion to 
the man. 

This morning we went to fee a cele- 

, brated convent of Capuchins, about a mile 

without the city j it contains nothing very 

remarkable but the burial place, which 

indeed is a great curiofity. This is a 

vaft 
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yftft tfi^bterraneous apartment, divided % inta 
targe commodious gaUeyies, the walls cm 
jpach ii^e of which are hollowed into * 

variety of flicks* as if intended for 4 great 
$olle£tion of ftatues ; thef? niches, injfceatf 
of ftatues, are $11 filled witji dead Uod^ 
fa upright upon their l^gs, and fixed, by 
the back to the infide of the nich : the? 
number is about three hundred : they ^re 
all drefled in the clothes they ufually wore* 
and form a mqft refpe&able and venerable 
afiembly. The fkin and mufcles, by a 
pertain preparation, become as dry and 
hard as a piece of ftock-fifh ; and although 
many of them have been here upwards 
pf two hundred and fifty years, yet noae 
are reduced to fkeletons ; the mufcles, 
indeed, in fome appear to be a good deal 
more , fhr unk thaa in others j probably 
fcecaufe thefe perfons h*d been more €&* 
HHUiat^d At. t^e time .of their deatjk 

. * Here 
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Were the people of Fklrtfto pay dailf* 
Vifits to their decfeaftd friend** and fecal 
With pleafure and regret the fcenes of 
their pail life : hefe they faihikarize thetn- 
felves with their future Hate* and chufd 
the company they would wifl* to keep iit 
the other world. It is a comraoa thing td 
make choice of their nich, and to try if 
their body fits it, that fio alterations ma? 
be fteceflary after they are dead j and fdme* 
times, by way of * voluntary penatice* 
they accuilom themfelves to ftand fo£ 
hours in thefe niches. 



The bodies of the princes atid firft no* 
b&itf are lodged in handfome chefts of 
trunks, fome of therti richly adorned f 
thefe ait not in the fhape of co£&n$, but 
all of one width, and about a foot and 
d half, or two feet deep. The keys ard 
kept by the neareft relations of the family, 

*htf 



s 
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who fometimes come and drop a tear over 
their departed friends* 

1 ant not fure if this is not a better 
method of difpofing of the dead than 
ours, Thefe vifits mull prove admirable 
leffons of humility ; and I afiure you, 
they are not fuch obje&s of horror as you 
would imagine : they are faid, even, for 
ages after death, to retaift a ftrong like* 
nefs to what they wer6 when alive j fo 
that, as foon as you have conquered the 
firft feelings excited by thefe venerable 
figures, you only confider this as a vaft 
gallery of original portraits, drawn after 
the life, by (he jufteft and moft unpre- 
judiced hand. It , rauft be owned that 
the colours are rather faded; and the 
pencil does not appear to have been the 
moft flattering in the world ; but no mat- 
ter, it is the pencil of truth, and not of a 
mercenary* who only wants to pleafe. 

We 
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We were alleging too, that it might " be 
made of very confiderable utiKty; to "fi>* 
ciety ; and that thefe dumb orators 'could 
give the moft pathetic ledures upon pride 
and vanity. Whenever a* fellow began 
to ftrut, like Mr. B. or to affeft the 
haughty fupercilious air, he fliduld be font 
to coiiverfe with his friends in the gallery ; 
and if their arguments did not bripg him 
to a proper way of thinking, I would give 
him up as incorrigible. 



At Bologna they fhewed us the Ikeletori 
of a celebrated beauty, who difed at a 

% 

period of life when fhe was ftili the obje<3: 
of univerfal admiration. By way of mak- 
ing atonement for her own vanity, (he 
bequeathed herfelf as a monument, to 
curb the vanity of others, Recolle&ing 
on her death-bed the great adolation that 
had been paid to her charms, and the fatal 
change they were foon to undergo, (he 

ordered 
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tordered that her body fhdutd be diflfe&e& 
sod her bones hung up for the inipe&ioit 
of all young maidens who ate inclined t6 
be vain of their beauty. However, if fhe 
had been jpreferved in this moral gallery* 
the leffoii would haVe been ftrohgeir ; for 
thofe very features that had railed her 
Vanity would ftill have regained, only di- 
Vefted of all their power, and difarmed of 
tevery charm* 

Some of the Capuchins fleep in thefe 
galleries every night, and pretend to have 
many wonderful vifions and revelations; 
but the truth is> that very few people 
believe them; 

No woman is ever admitted into this 
tonVent either dead or alive; and this 
interdi&ion is written in large ehara&ers 
bver the gate; The poor indolent Capu- 
4him, the fraiieft of all flefh, have great 

need 
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to£Qd pPfych precautions; they h^ys no 
^ccupajiaa from without, and ihey Jiaye 
fio refources within themfelyes, fo &h$t 
they muft be an eafy prey to every tempt- 
ation :-— Bocaccio* atid all the books of 
that kind, are filled torhh ftories of their 
frailty.— Yefterday, dining at the Prince 

of Sperlinga's, and talking on this fubv 

___ * • 

je&, the Abb£ TV gave us an anec- 
dote of a friend of his, who was foriiiefly 

a brother of this convent. He is known 

« « * 

by the name of Fra Pafqual, and has 
paffed through many Angular fcenes of 
life, which it would be too long to re-- 
count. His laft migration, or,, if you 
will, tranfmigration, was from one .of the 
banditti of this kingdom, in which ca- 
, parity he had been enrolled for fome time; 
but, tired of the danger and fatigue to 
which he was perpetually expofed, he at 
laft determined to exchange the character 
q£ the hero, for that of th« faint, aod try 
Vol. II. I" if 
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If it was not both fafer and furer, to relf 

on the weaknefs of others, than on out 
owri ftrength. 

Fra Pafqual pretended a ftrong com- 
punction for the tranfgreflions of his paft 
life, and made a promife to the Virgin* 
that the remainder of it fhould be fpent in 
mortification and penance, to atone for 
them. To this end, Pafqual took the vbws 
of poverty and of chaftity, and entered 
into all the. rigours of the monadic life.—* 
For fome weeks he behaved in a moft ek- 
emplary manner; he went barefooted, 
wore a large rofary, and a thicker cord of 
difcipline than any monk in the convent ; 
and his whole deportment gave teftiriiony 
of the moft unfeigned repentance; how- 
ever, the devil was ftill at work in the 
heart of Pafqual, and all thefe external 
mortifications only made him Work the 
harder; in fliort, he found it impoflible 
to drive him out : Pafqual was fenfible of 

this | 

5 
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•this ; and afraid left the enemy fhould at 
laft get the better of him, he thought it 
advifable to 1 leave at Palermo the character 

V 

of fandtity he had acquired, and begin 
Tome where elfe upon a new fcore. He 
embarked for Naples* where he was foon 
admitted into a Capuchin convent. 

As Pafqiial knew from experience that 
the dull uniformity of the* mohaftic life 
required fome little atnufements to ren- 
der it (upportable, the firft thing he fet 
about was to find a miftrefs. He made 
love to a lady o£ eafy virtue, who foon 
admitted his addrefles, but at the fame 

time informed him, that he had a for- 

• ■- * 

inidable rival, who was jealous as a tiger, 
'and would not fail to put them both ta 
death, fhould he difcOver the intrigue. 
This was no other than a lifeguard-man, x 
a fellow of fix feet two inches, with a vaft 
fpada, like that of Goliah, and a monftrous" 
pair of curled whifkers, that would have 

I 2 caft 
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caft a damp on the heart of any man but 
Fra Pafqual; hut the monaftic life had 
not yet enervated .him ; he was accuftomed 
to danger, and loved a few difficulties: 
however, as in his Jnrcfent chaf after he 
could not be on a- footing with tiis "rival, 
he thought it beft only to make ufe of 
prudence and ftratagem to fbpplaat him : 
thefe are the ecclefiaftical arms, and they 
have generally been found too hard for the 
military. ' - > . 

w 

The lady promifed him an interview as 

foon as the court fhould go to Portici, 
where the lifeguard-man's duty obliged 
him to attend the king. Pafqual waited 
with impatience for fome timej at laft 
the wifhed-for night arrived ; the king fet 
off, after the opera, with aTl his guards, 
Pafqual flew like lightning to the arms 
of his miftrefs ; the preliminaries were 
foon fettled, and the happy lovers had juft 
fallen afleep, when they were fuddenly 

alarmed 
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alarmed by a rap and a well known voice 
at the door. The lady ftarted up in an 
3gpny of defpair, affuring Pa&jual that 
they w«e bath undone; that this was 
her lover ;. and if fome expedient was not 
fallen upon, in the firft tranfports of his 
fury, he would certainly put them both to 
death. These was no time for reflection ; 
the lifeguard-man demanded entrance in 
the mod peremptory manner, and the lady 
was obliged to inftant compliance. Paf- 
qual h?d juft time to gather his rags 
together, and cram himfelf in below the 
bed j at that infiant the door opened, and 
the gtartt came in, rattling his arms and 
Iterating at his miftrefs, for having made 
him wait fo long; however, flie foon 
pacified him. He then ordered her to 
flrUce a light, that he might fee to undrefs : 
-*-fchis ftruck Pafqual to the foul, and he 
gave himfelf up for loft; however, the 
lady's ^ddrefc fared him, when he lead 
expected it. In bringing the tinder, ihe 

- I 3 took 
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took care to let fall feme water into th$ 
box j and all the beating {he and her. 
lover could beat, they could not produce, 
one- fpark. Every ftrok'e of the flint founds 
ed in Pafqual's ears like his death-knell; 
but when .he heard the lifeguard-man 
fwearing at the tinder for, not kindling, he, 
began- to conceive fome hopes, and blefled 
the fertile invention of woman. —The lady 
rold him he might eafily get a light at 
the guard, which was at no great diftance* 
^Pafqual's heart leaped with joy j^- but 
When the foldier a'nfwered that he was 
a-bfent/ without leave, and durft not be, 
feen, it again began to flag ; but on his 
Ordering her to go— it died within him, 
and he now found bimfelf in greater dan- 
ger than . ever. The lady, herfelf was dif- 
concertedj but quickly recovering, fte. 
told him, it would be too lpng before flie 
could get drefied ; but advifed him to go. 
to the corner of a neighbouring ftreet, 
where there wa,s a lamp burning befor* 

the 
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Ac Virgin Mary* who could have no- 
objeaiaa to his lighting a candle at it.—. 
Pafqual revived';— but the foldier declared 
he was too much fatigued with his walk, 
and would rather undrefs in the* dark; he 
at the fame time began to grope below th<? 
bed for a hotde of liqueurs, which he knew 
ftood there.-?afqua* Ihook like a quaker, 
^-however, ftiU he efcaped.-The lady 
ebferving what he was about, made a. 
fpring, and got him the bottle, at the, 
very iqftant he was within an inch of 
feizing Pafqual'a head.-The lady then 
went to bed, and told her lover, as it was 
a cold night, (he would warm his place 
for him. Pafqual admired her addrefe, 
and began to conceive fame hope, of 
efcaping. 

His fituation was the moft irkfome in 
the worlds the bed was fo low, that he 
had no room to move ; and when the 
great heavy lifeguard-ma* entered ^he 

I 4 
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fbun3 Kitofelf fqueezcd ddwri to the ground; 
He lay trembHrig arid fUftiiig hi* bread* 
j»r foniie kime* btitfdurid it abfohttely ifa*) 
poffible to flip port bis fituatidn oil morn- 
mg j and indeed j if it bad, hi* Clothes* . 
which were Fcattered abbttt, muft kifeU 
llbty dtfcover Kink t he ttierefofls began W 
think of making Me efcajie | Irot he corid 
riot move without alarming his rival, 
&hb was now lying above him, At firil 
hie thought of rulhmg - fuddenly out, and 
throwing himfelf into the ftreet ; but this 

he difdaitted; and, on fecond thoughts, 

. • ■ ' •• 

determined to {eizfe the lifeguard-man** 
fword, and either tout hith to death, or 
toake an honourable capitulation both fo? 
himtelf and the lady; In the midft o£ 
thefe refleftions, his rival began to fhorft 
and Pafqual declares that no mufick was 
ever fo grateful to his foul. He tried to ftir 
a little, and finding that it did hot awake 
the enemy, he by degrees worked himfeff 
put of his pfifbh; He immediately lAieJ 
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Hold of the great fpada;— -tfhen all his 
fears foffook him, and he felt as bold a$ 
a lion. He now reBriquifhed the daft*rdly 
fcheme of efcapidg* and only thought hotf 
he could beft retaliate on his riyal, for all 

that he had made him fuffer. 

.... ... « . . . , 

As Pafqtial was ftark naked, it was no 
fnore trouble to him to put on the foldier's 
clothe^ than his own ; and as both his 
pleak and his eappouch together were not 
worth a fixpence, he thought it raoft eli- 
gible to equip himfelf a la itoilitaire, and 
to Ifcave his' facerdotil robes to the foldter. 
In a fbort time he was drcffed cap-a-pie. 
Wis grpafy cowl, his cloak, his fandals* 
Jite rofary, and his . rope of difcipBne, he 

gathered together, and placed on a chair 

> 

before the bed ; and girding himfelf With 
a great buff belt, inftead of the cordon 
©f St. Francis, and grafping his trufty 

Toledo inftead of the crucifix, he fallied 

» 

frrth tato the ftreet. He pondered foe 

fome 
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feme time what fch'eme to fall upon ; and. 
at firft thought of returning in the cha- 
racter of another lifeguard-man, pretends 
ing to have been fent by the ofiicer with a. 
guard in queft of his companion, who not 

■ 

being found in his quarters, was fuppofe& 
to have deferted : and thus, after having 
Itiade him pay heartily for all that he had 
fiiffered- under the bed, to leave hita to the 
enjoyment of his pannic, and the elegant* 
&it of clothes he had provided him. How* 
ever, he was not fatisfied with this re- 
venge, and determined on one ftilt mor$ 
iblid. He went to the guard, and told 
the officer that he had met a Capuchin 
friar, with all the enfigns of his fan&ity 
about him, fculking through the ftneeta, 
in the dead of night, when . they pretend 
to be employed in prayer for the fins 
of mankind. That prompted by curiofity 
to follow him, the holy friar as he ex* 
pe&ed went ftraight to the houfe of a 
celebrated courtezan : that he faw him, 

admitted! 
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Admitted, and liftened' at the window till 
he heard them go to bed together : that if 
he did not find this information to be true, 

he fhould refign himfelf his prifoner, and 

* • . ' * 

fobmit to whatever punifliment he fhould 
think propec 

* 4 • » • 

* ► 

The officer and his guard delighted 
to have fuch a hold of a Capuchin, (who 
pretend to be the very models of fan&ity, 
and who Tevile in a particular manner the 

licentious life of the military) turned out 

* » • * * ■ ■ * 

with the utmoft alacrity, and, under the 
conduct of Pafqual, furrounded the lady's 
houfe. Pafqual began thundering at th$ 

door ; and demanded entrance for the 

\ ... 1 

officer and his guard. The unhappy fol- 
dier waking with the noife, and not doubt- 
ing that it was a detachment fent to feize 

■■ '. • * * ■ > 

him, gave himfelf up to defpair, and in,- 
ftantly took flielter in the very place that 
Pafqual had fo lately occupied ; at the 
fame time laying hold of all the things he 

founcj 
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** * 

* i 

found on the ch^jy never doubting that 
they were his own clothe As th& lady 
was fomewhat dilatory ■ in opening' the 
door* Pafqual pretended to put his* foot to 
k, when up it flew, and enteric with tike 
officer and his guard, demanded the body 
of a Capuchin friar, who they were in- 
formed, .lodged with her .that night. The 
lady had h^ard Pafqual go out, and having 
no fufpicion that he would inform again ft 
himfelf, fhe protefted her innocence in the 
moft folemn manner, taking all the&ints 
to witnefs that fhe knew ao inch, per fax ;, 
but. Pafqjual fufpe&iag the retreat of the 
lover, began groping below the. bed, and 
foon pulled out his. own gwafy cowl and 
cloak $-— " Here (faid he to the officer)— 
€i here are proofs enough :— Pli anfwer for 
* c it* Signor Padre himfelf is at no great 
u diilance." — And putting hi* nofe below 
the bed jr- " Fogh (fays he) Ifmell him;— ^ 
" he ftink6 like a fox* The fmreft method 
? of finding a CapuchyBr is by the iiofe $ 
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* you may wind him a mile <feff.'%*-TlMB 

towemag their iantharo* they fcdhcM tkfc 

vnforttiaate iovcr fqueczed in ietwsxt the 

%6d fitti the ground and aknoft ft&ej^-* 

" JStt* /^, (faid Pafqual) fcere he k, wi& 

** sift ' the eafigns of his hcdinefs f *rtd 

gulling them out one fry one,— <he evucHk, 

tfee «$&ry, and the <:o*d of 4i(b*pft«e.-~ 

*¥au»ay«fee (faid he} that Yhe reverend 

•^tfWher came here to -do pentfnce j* 1 — and 

^taking up the eo*d, — " Suppofe *ow we 

r *<JhotfUl aflift him in this meritorious 

Mg Work. Andiamo, Signer PWr^ ««- 

*** diamo.— We will fave yon the trotftfle df 

"** ihffidiag it yourfeif ;-~aad whether you 

#c cmlfc here to fin, or to repent, by yoUr 

r * omi maxims, you know, a little found 

« difcipline is healtWul to the fettle—The 

guard were lying round the bed* ,-in con- 

vuMions of laughter ; and began breaking 

the moft galling arid moft infoleat jofcfcs 

upon the fuppofed padre.— The4i&guafd- 

6 man 
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man thought himfelf enchanted.r—He dt 
Jaft ventured to fpeak, and declared. xhef 
tfrere all in a miftake $— thkt he wa£ -no 
Capuchin :-— tipdn which the laugh ,rer 
doubled* And the coatfeft: jokes were re 1 - 
peated. The laijy,. in the meah time, 
with the beft diflembled marks of fear and 
aftoaifliment, ran about the room, ex- 
claiming— M Oimt Sikmo Perdutiy—Siamo 
a incantati, — Siatno inforcelatu*'— Pafqual 
delighted to fee that his plan had taken its 
full efFe£t* thought it now time to make 
his retreat, before the unfortunate lover 
could have an opportunity of examining 
his clothes, and perhaps detedtf ng him : he 
therefore pretended regimental bufinefs, 
and regretting much that he was obliged to 
join his corps; took leave of the officer and 
his guard ; at the fame time recommending 
by all means, to treat the holy father with 
all that reverence and reiped that was due 

to fo facred a perfon. 

* 

The 
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The lifcgUatd-man, when he got out 
from below the bed, began to look about 
for his clothes ; but obferving nothing belt 
the greafy weeds of a Capuchin friar, he 
was now perfectly convinced, that Heavett 
had delivered him over* for his offences^ 
to the power of fome daemon ; (for of all 
mortals, the Neapolitan foldiers are thfe 
moft fuperftitious) — The lady too, a&ed 
her part ft) well, that he had no longer 
any doubt of it*-*-" Thus it is (faid he in a 
penitential Voice) to offend heaven! — I 
own my (in. — I knew it was Friday, and 
« yet— O, ftefh, flefh !— Had it been any 
" other day, I (till fhould have remained 
iC . what I was. — O, St. Gennaro ! I pafs'd 
thee * too without paying the due 
refped:— thy all-feeing eye. has found 
" me out. Gentlemen, do with me what 
* you pleafe ;— I am not what I feem to 



u 

it 



it 
44 



* A celebrated ftatue of St. Januarlus, betwixt 
Portici and Naples. 

«< be/' 
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" be."—" No» no (feid the offiter) we! 
*' are fenfible of that. — Biit* come, Signer 
"Padre, on with your garments, and 
4i march j — we have no time to trifle.—* 
a Here, Corporal— {giving him the cordon) 
" tie hid hands, and let him feel the weight 
" of St. Francis. — The faint owes him that, 
" for having fo impudently denied him for 
41 his maftcr."-^The poor foldier was per* 
fe&ly paflive j— they arrayed him in the 
jfandals, the cowl, and the cloak df Fra 
Pafqual, and put the great rofary about 
his netk; and a moft woeful figure he 
wade.— The officer made him look in the 
glafs, to try if 'he could recoiled himfelf, 
and afked if he was a Capuchin now or 
not. — He was {hocked at his own appear- 
ance ; but bore eVery thing with meeknefs 
and refignation. They thai coudu&ed 
JUina to the gu$rd, belabouring h\px 2SL 
the way with the cord of St. Francis, and 
afking him every ftroke, if he knew his 
mailer now ?-— , 

In 



. 
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fri the mean time, Pafqual was fnug ia 
his convent, enjoying the fweets of his 
adventure. He had d fpare cloak and 
cowl, and Was foon equipped again like 
one of the holy fathers ; he then took the 
clothes and accoutrements of the lifeguard- 
man, and laid them in a heap, near th$ 
gate of another convent of jCapuchins, but 
at a great diftance from his own, referving 
only to himfelf a trifle of money which he 
found in the breeches pocket, juft to in- 
demnify him for the lofs of his cloak and 
his cowl ; and even this, he (ays, he 
fliould have held facred, but He knew 

whoever ihould find the clothes, would 
make lawful prize of it. 

The poor foldier remained next day ft 
fpe&acte of ridicule to all the world ; at 
laft his companions heard of his ftrange 

m 

metamorphofis, and came in troops to fee 
him : their jokes were perhaps ftitl more 
galling than thofe of the guard, but as he 
.. IL K ' thought 
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thought himfelf under the finger of God, - 
or at lead of St, Januarius, he bore all 
with meeknefs and patience; at laft his 
cflothes were found, and he was fet at 
liberty ; but he believes to this day, that 
the whole was the work of the devil, fent 
to chaftize him for his fins ; and has never 
fince feen his miftrefs on a Friday, nor 
palled the ftatue of St. Januarius without 
muttering a prayer. Fra Pafqual has told 
the ftory to feveral of his moft intimate 
friends, whom he can depend on, amongft 
whom is the Abbe T-t-i, who has often 
had it from his own mouth. 

i 

I beg pardon for this long ftory ; had I 
fufpe&ed that it would have run out to 
half this length, I aflure you, I ,fhould 
not have troubled you with it. Perhaps, 
however, you will think this apology pre- 
rifely the moft unneceflary, and mq/l im- 
pertinent part of it all.— This is oft^n the 
fate of apologies,, particularly for long let- 

... tersi 
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ters ; Firft, becaufe it always makes them 
longer;— Secondly,— Hey-day ! where are 
we- going now, ? — Tq return then to our 
fubje&. We had no fooher left the Capii- 
chin eohvent, than our carnage broke 
down* long before we Reached the city l 
and as walking (at Palermo as well as 
Naples) is of all things the moft difgrace* 
ful* we rifked by this unfortunate acci- 
dent to have our characters blaftcd for 
fever. However, Philip, our Sicilian fer- 
rant, took care to make fuch a noife about 
it, that bur dignity did not much fufFer* 
He kept a little diftance before lis, petting 
and blading all the way At their curfed 
crazy carriages j— and fwearing that there 
never Was any thing in the tirorld fo in J 
famoiis ; that in a city like Palermo, the 
capital df all Sicily, Signon of ou* rank 
and dignity fhouW be obliged to walk 
on foot ? that it muft be all eternal reflec- 
tion againft the place,— and bawled out 
every perfon he met, if there was no 

K 2 coachet 
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coaches to be had; no carriages of any 

» 

kind, either for love or money* In fhort, 
we had not got half through the ftreet, be- 
fore we had feveral offers from gentlemen 
of our acquaintance, who lamented exceed- 
ingly the indignity we had fuffered, and 

Wondered much, that we did hot rather 

" * . 

fend forward a fervant for another coach, 
and wait (in the heat of the fun) till it 
arrived. 



• *. 

This is not the only time that Philip** 

Wits have been of fervke to us on fuch oc- 

cafionsu A few nights ago, we had a dif- 

pute with our Coachman ; turned him off, 

and had not provided another. We Were 

unfortunately engaged to go to th£ great 

» 

conversion. What was to be done ?— No 
&ich thing as walking, — Should we be 
caught in the faft, we are d^graced fot 
ever.— It would be worfe than to b* 
caught in that of adultery .—No alternative^ 
however. There was not a- coach to b* 

had, 
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had* and pur, old coachman would not 
fer?e us for one night only, — Philip made 
fad wry faces, apd fworc the coachman 
ought to be crucified; — hut when he faw 
us bent on walking, he was flill more di~ 
ftrefled ; and I really believe, if we had 
been difcovered, that he would not have 
ferved us any longer. He therefore fet his 
wits XQ work, how he fliould preferve both 
his matters' honour and his own place. 
JHe ftt firft befitated, before he would take 
up the flambeau; but he would by no 
means be prevailed onto light it.— u What, 
u (faid Philip) do you think I have no 
11 more regard for youi than to expofe you 
<c to the eyes of the whole world ? fta, no, 
•• Gentlemen; if you will bring yourfelves 
" to difgjrace, you ihall not v at leaft make 
u me the agent of (hewing it : but remem- 
c< ber, if you are obferved walking, no 
iC mortal will believe you keep a coach; . 
u and do you expedt after that to be 're- 
** chived mto^.cbmpany ?" — " Well, well* 

"'Kj * Philip. 
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•r 

*? Philip, do as you pleafe, but we muft gg 
" to the converfatiom." — Philip fhrugged up 
bis {boulders. — " t)iabalo — che faremq f 

» * 

u Andiamp dunque Signori—andiamo" — ■ 
So faying, he led tl^e way, and ^e fpl* 

lowed. 

» * — . 

Philip had ftudied the geography of. the 

„ • * > 

town ; he condu&ed us through lanes only 
known to himfelf, and carefully avoided 
the great ftyeet ; till at laft we arrived at a 
little entry, which leads to the converfation 
rooms ; Jiere the carriages ufually flop. We 
flipped lip the entry in the dark; when 
Philip, darting "into a fhop, lighted his 

flambeau in an iftftant, and came rufhing 

■ * * * 

before us, bawling out>— " Piazza per gli 

f< Signori ' forreftieri /*— whea all the world 

■ — - * ■ » 

immediately made way for us.— After we 
had got into the ypoms, he called f6 loud 
after us, afking at what tune he fliould 
prder the coaph to return i that, overcome 
partly by rifibility, • and partly by a: con- 

fcioqfngft 
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fcioufnefs of the deceit, not one of us had 

* » 

pow6r to anmer him. Philip, however, 

followed us, and repeated the queftion fo 

often, that we were obliged to give him a 

r 

reply, " a mezzo notte" — At midnight he 
came to tell us that the coach was ready.— 
We were curious to fee how he would be- 
have on this occafion ; for it was not half 
fo difficult to get in unobferved, as to get 
out: however, Philip's genius was equal 
to both.— So foon as we got into the entry, 
he run to the door, bawling out Antonio, 
as hard as he could roar. — No Antonio an- 
fwered ;— and unfortunately, there was a 
number of gentlemen and ladies going 
away at the fame time. They begged of 
us, as ftrangers, to ftep firft into our car- 
riage, and abfolutely refufed to go out be- 
fore us.— Philip was fadly puzzled. — He 
firft ran up the ftreet, 'then he ran down, 
and came back all out of breath, curfing 
Antonio. " That rafcal (faid he) is never 
u in the way, ind you muft turn him off. — 

K 4 "He 



\ 



136 A TOUR, THR0JJCH 

a He pretends that he could nqt gpt up Wf 
" coach to the door, for the great croml of 
" carriages ; and is waiting about fifty 
" yards below.— Voftri Ecoellenzi had better 
€i ftep down (faid Philip) otherwife you 
<c will be obliged to wait here at leaft half 
4< an hour.*' — We took leave of the com- 
pany, and fet off. — Philip r?ua like a 
lamp-lighter, till he bad almoft patfled tfw 
carriages, when dafhing his flambeau qq 

the ground, as if by accident, he extsn* 

* ■ 

guifhed it, and getting into a narrow lane* 
he waited till we c*me up; when he whif- 
pered us to follow him, — and copdu&ed 
u$ back, by the fame labyrinth we had 
come; and thus fayed us from eternal in- 
famy. — However, he affures us, that ho 
will not venture it again for his place. 

Now, what do you thigk of a nation 
where fuch prejudices aa^thefe prevail ?— 1$ 
is pretty much the cafe all over Italy,— An 
Italian nobleman is afhamed of npthing Jb 

much 
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tmk. 4f Paa&ng ufc of hi* lf>gS.-^Tt*ey 
jh«k thfir d*gni>y augment fry the.repdfc 
<rf. their ntembers; and that no man can be 
Iridy rej*pe!$a;bte, Jh.at doe* not loll arcay 
pne half of* his tipae on a fo&* ox i» a car* 

j^geHk $?*** » «9& » obliged to b* 
indpjent and effeminate, not to be djefpiftd 

mid, ridiculous.-- What can we expe& of 
fuch a peopjte ?— iCap they be capable of 
any tfyng great or manly, who feegi almpft 
frfhfppf d to appear men !— I own, it furpajfcs 
my comprehension; and I blefs my flaw 
every time th^t I think of honeft John Bull* 
$ven with all hfc faults.-?— Will you believer 
me, that, of all that I have known in Italy, 

* * 

there are fcarce half a dozen that have had 
fortitude enough to fubdue this moil: con- 
temptible of all huspaa prejudices ?— The 
Prince of Campo Franco too in this place, 
is above it. He is a noble fellow, and both 
ja hi$ perfon a,nd character, greatly rth- 
fembfes our late worthy friend, Genera). 

£rapfurdi He is a major-general too, and 

j alway* 
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always drsfTes in his uniform, which ftill 
increafcs the refemblance. Every time I 
fee him, he fays or does fctnfethiftg lb«?re^ 
tails ftroragly to my mind the idea of our 
noble general. — He laughs at the follies of 
his country, arid holdi thefe' Wretched pre- 
judices in that contempt they deferve.— ■ 

» - * r • « r 

cc What would the old ; hardy Komans think 
** (faid he, talking on this fubje£) were 
** they permitted to take'a view of 'the oc- 
u cupations' of their progeny ?— 4 fhotild 
u like to fee a Brutus or a Caffius amongft 
u us for a little ; — how 1 tile cliimly vulgar 
u fellows would be hooted.— I dare" fa^ 
lt they would foon be glad to return to the 
" fhades again." ' ' " ' ' 

Adieu ; — for fome nights paft we have 

been bbferving the coiirfe of a comet; and 

... * 

as we were the firft people here that- took 
notice of it, I aflure you, we are looked 
upon as very profound aftronomers. : I fliall 
fey more of it next letter.— We nave now 

got 
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got out of our abominable inn, and have 
taken a final leave of our French landlady. 
The Coux^t Bufhemi, a very amiable young 
man, has been kind enough to provide us 
£ lodging oq the fea-fhore ; one of the 
PQoleft ^nd moft agreeable in Palermo. 

Ever yours, &c. 



i< ' 
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? alernfy, fxtj id. 

1T\ Xj R comet is now gone ; we firtf oh- 
* ferfed k ocr the 34th. It had no tail, 
tut was furrounded with a fainti{h ill xle- 
fined light, that made it look like a bright 
ftar fhining through a thin cloud* This, in 
all probability, is owing to an atmofphere, 
around the body of the comet, that caufes 
a refra&ion of the rays, and prevents them 
from reaching us with that diftin&nefs we 
obferve in bodies that have no atmofphere. 
—We weire ftill the more perfuaded of this 
two nights ago, 'when we had the good for- 
tune to catch the comet juft pafling clofe by 
a fmall fixed ftir, whofe light was not 
only confiderably dimm'd, but we thought 
we obierved a fenfible change of place in 
the ftar, as foon as its rays fell into the 

atmo~ 



*tme.f£feere of the comet ; earing no dotibf 
totitc re&a&oa ift paffing through that 
atmo(]?here.— We attempted to t*aee t&e 
fine of the comet'* oewfe* htft as w* eoukl 
find no globe, it *a* not poffible to do if 
with any degree of precifioa.— Its dbrc&oi* 
Vras almoft due north, and its velocity aftxn 
gether amazing. — Wc did not obferve it {$ 
minutely the two or three firft nights of its 
appearance, but on the 30th it was at our 
zenith here, (latitude 38* to'; longitude 
fromLoruh 13 4 ) about five minutes after 1 
midnight, and laft night, the firft of July, 
it paflcd four degrees to the eaft of the 
polar liar, nearly at 40 minutes after eight. 
So that, in lefs than 24 hours, it has de- 
fcribed a great arch in the heavens, up- 
wards of 50 degrees ; which gives an idea 
of the tnoft amazing velocity Suppofing 
it at the diftance of the fun, at this rate of 
travelHhg, it would go round the earth's 
orbit in lefs than a week* Whkh makes, 

I think, confiderabljr more than fixty mil- 
lions 
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Itons of-mike in a day; a motion that 
vaftly 4 furpaffes all human comprehenfion. 
And as thia motion continues to. be greatly 
Accelerated, what mufl: it be, when the 
edmet approaches ftill nearer to the body 

q£ the fun ! Laft night a change of place 
was obfervable in the (pace of a few" mU 
mites, particularly when it pafled near any 
of- the fixed ftars. We attempted to find 
if it had any obfervable parallax, but the 
vail rapidity of its motibn always prevented 
us ; for whatever fixed flats it was near 
in the horizon, it had got fo far to the north 
of them, long before it reached the meri- 
dian, that the parallax, if there was any, 
entirely efcaped us. 

I {hall long much to fee the obfer various 
that have been made with you, and in other 
diftant countries, on this comet ; as from 
thefe, we fhall probably be enabled to form 
fome judgment of its diftance from the 
earth ; which, although we could obferve 

BO 
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no parallax, I am apt to believe was not 
very great, as its motion was fo very per-? 
ceptiblc-r-We could .procure no inftrumenta 
to meafure its apparent diftance from any 
of the fixed ftars, fo that the only two ob- 
fervations any thing can be made of, are, 
the time of its paffing the polar (tar laft 
night, its diftance from it, arid the time of 
its arrival at our zenith on the 30th ; this 
we found by applying the eye to a ftraight 
rod, hung perpendicularly from a finall 
thread. The comet was not in the exa& 
point of the zenith, but to the beft of our 
obfervation, about fix or feven minutes to 
the north of it. Laft night it was vifible 
almoft immediately after fun-fet ; long be- 
fore any of the fixed ftars appeared. It is 
now immerfed in the rays of the fun, and 
has certainly got very near his body* If 
it returns again to the regions of fpace, it 
Inrill probably be vifible in a few days, but 
I own I fhould much doubt of any fuch 

return, if it \% really by the attra&ive force 

of 
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<tf the fan, that it is at prcferit caxified with 
foch amazing celerity towards him. Tint 
2ri the third comet of tbis kind, whofe re* 
turn I have had art opportunity of watch* 
ktgj but never wa4 fbrtunate enough to 
find any 6£ diem after thtiy had paffed thd 
filri ; though thofe that do fially return* 
Appear at that time mtich more himiriow 
thin before they approached him. 

The aftroftoray of tomets, from tvhat I 
tan remember of k, appears to he clogged 
with very great difficulties, and even fotae 
iteming absurdities. It is difficult to con* 
ccive, that thefe immenfe bodies, after being 
drawn to the fun with the velocity of a 
million of miles in an hour ; when they 



have at laft eome almoft to touch him* 
fhould then fly off from his body, with 
the fame velocity they approached it ; and 
that too, by the power of this very motion 
that his attraction has occafioaed.— The 
demonAration of this J remember is very 

curious 
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curious and ingenious ; but I wiftx it may 

* 

fee entirely free from fophiftry. No doubt, 
in bodies moving in curves rohnd* a fixed 
center, as the centripetal motion increafes* 
the centrifugal one increafes likewife; — 
but how this motion, 'which is only gene- 
rated by the former, fhould at laft get the 
better of the power that produces it ; and 
that too, at the very time this power Jias 
acquired its utmoft force and .energy; 
feems fomewhat difficult to conceive. It is 
the only inftance I know, wherein the efFedt 
increafing regularly with the caufe j at laft, 
whilft the caufe is ftill a&ing with full 
vigour; the eflFed entirely gets the bet- 
ter of the caufe, and leaves it in the lurch. 

For, the body attracted, is at laft carried 
away with infinite velocity from the attract- 
ing body. — By what power is it carried 
away ?— Why, Yay our* philofophers, by the 
very power of this attraction, which has 
now produped #.4#w.pojarer fuperior to 
" itfelf, to wit, the ce&trifugal force. How- 

i » « w Jim! 

Vol.- II. L ever, 
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ever, perhaps all this may be reconcilable 
to reafon ; far be it from me to prefuma 
attacking fo glorious a fyftem as that of 
attra&ion* The law that the heavenly 
bodies are faid to obferve, in defcribing 
equal areas in equal times, is fuppofed to 
be demonftrated, and \>y this it would ap^ 
pear, that the centripetal and centrifugal 
forces alternately get the maftery of om 
another. 

However, . I cannot help thinking it 
fometvhat hard to conceive, that gravity 
ihoiild always get the better of the centri- 

fugal force, at the very time that its a&ion 

* . - , . 

|s the fmalleft, when the comet is at its 
greateft diftance from the fun ; and that 
the centrifugal force fliould get the better 
of gravity, at the very time that its action 
is the greateft, when the comet is at its 
xfeareft point to the fun. 

To a common obferver it would rather 

* * • 

appear, that « the fun, like an ele&ric 

a ' body, 
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body, after it had once charged the obje&s 
that it attra&ed with its ow$ effluvia of 
atmofphere, by degrees lofes its attra&ion, 
and at laft even repels them ; and, that the 
attracting power, like what toe likewife ob- 
fibrve in ele&ricity, does not return again 
till the effluvia imbibed from the attra&ing 
body is difpelled or diffipated ; when it is 
again attra&ed, and fo on alternately. For 
it appears (at. leaft to an unphilofophical 
obferver) fomewhat repugnant to reafon, 
to fay that a body flying off from another 
body feme thousands of miles in a minute, 
fhould all the time be violently attracted by 
that body, and that it is even by virtue of 
this very attraftion that it is flying off from 
it.— He would probably afk, What more 
could it do, pray, were it really to be re«« 
pelled ? 

Had the fyftem of ele&ricity* and of 
repulfion as well as attraction, been known 
and eftablifhed in the laft ag$, I have little 

L 3 doubt 
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doubt that the profound genius of Newtoit 

Would have called it to his aid ; and per* 
haps accounted in a more fatisfa&ory man- 
ner, for many of the great phenomena of 
the heavens. To the beft of my remem- 
brance, we know of no body that pofleffes, 
in any confiderable degree, the power of 
attra&ion, that in certain circumftances 
does not likewife poflefs the power of re* 
pulfion.-rThe magnet, the tourmalin, 
amber, glafs, and every ele&rical fubftance. 
—Now from analogy, as we find the fuft 
fo powerfully endowed with attraction, why 
may we not likewife fuppofe him to be p* 
fcffed of repulfion ? Indeed, this very power 
'Teems to be confefled by the Newtonians 
to refide in the fun in a moft wonderful 
degree; for, they aflure us he repels the 
rays of light with fuch amazing force, that 
they fly upwards of 86 millions of miles 
in feven minutes. Now why fliould we 
confine this repulfion to the rays of light 
only ? — As they are material, may not 

other 
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other matter' brought near his body, be 

affe£ted in the fame manner ? Indeed one 

» 

would imagine, that their motion alone 
would create the moft violent repulfion ; 
and that the force, with which they are 
perpetually flowing from the fun, would 
moft effe&ually prevent every other body 

* 

from approaching, him ; for this we find 

is the conftant effect of a rapid ftream of 

any other matter. — But let us examine a little 

more his effects on comets. The tails of 

thefe bodies, are probably their atmospheres 

rendered highly eledtrical, either from the 

violence of their motion, or from their 

proximity to the fun.— Of all the bodi'efe 

wq know, there ia none in fo conftant and * 

fo violent an ele&rical ftate, as the higher 

regions of our own atmofphere. Of this 

* * - \ ■ ■ * 

I have long been convinced ; for, fend up 

a kite with a fmalt wire about its firing, 
only \o thfr height pf iz or 1300 feet, and 
#t all tjpRs it will produce fire, as I have 
fwjusl by fte^uent experience ; fometimes, 

Lt When 
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when the air was perfe&ly clear, without 
a cloud in the hemifphere ; at other times, 
when it was thick and hazy, and totally 
unfit for eleftrical operations below. Now, 
as this is the cafe at fo fmall a height, and 
as we find the effect ftill grows ftronger, 
in proportion as the kite advances, (for I 
have fome times obferved, that a little blaft 
of wind, fuddenly raifing the kite about a 
hundred feet, has more than doubled, the 
effe&) what muft it be in very great ele- 
vations ? — Indeed we may often judge of 
it from the violence with which the clouds 
are agitated, from the meteors formed 
above the region of the clouds, and parti- 
cularly from the aurora borealis, which has 
been obferved to have much the fame co- 
lour and appearance as the matter that 
forms the tails of comets* 



Now what muft be the effe£fc of fo vaft 
a body as our atmofphere, made ftrongly 
electrical, when it, happens to approach any 

other 
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other body ? — It njuft always be either vio- 
lently attracted or repelled, according to 
the pofitive or negative quality (in the 
language of eledtricians) of the body that 
it approaches. , 

'It has ever been obferved that the tails 
of comets (juft as we fhoiild expeft, from 
a very light fluid body, attached to a foRd 
heavy one) are drawn after the comets r as 
long as they are at a diftance from the. fun; 
but fo loon as the comet gets near his body, 
the tail velrs about to that fide of the 
comet that is in the oppofite direction from 
the fun, and no longer follows the comet, 
but continues its motion fideways, oppo-r 

fing its whole length to the medium through 
which it pafles, rather than allow it in any 
degree to approach the fun. Indeed, its 
tendency to follow the body of the comet 
is ftill obfervable, were it not prevented by 
fome force fuperior to that tendency ; for 
the tail is always obferved to bend a little 



L* 



to 
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to that fide from whence the comet is ffy- 
ing*. This perhaps is fome proof too, that 
it docs not move in an abfolute vacuum. 

When the comet reaches its perihelion* 
the tail is generally very much lengthened, 
, perhaps by the rarefa&ion from the heat ; 
—perhaps by the increafe of the fun's 
repulfion, or that of his atmofphcre. It 
ftill continues projected, exadtly in the op- 
pofite direction from the fun j and wheii 
the comet moves off again to the regions of 
fpace, the tail, inftead of following it, as 
it did on its approach, is projected a vaft 
way before it, and ftill keeps the body of 
the comet exadtly oppofed betwixt it and 

• * 

the fun; till by degrees, as the diftance 
increafes, the length of the tail is dimi- 
nifhed; the repulfion . probably becoming 

weaker and weaker. 

' - - : 

It has likewife been obferved, that? the 
length of thefe tails are commonly in pro*- 

£ portion 
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portion to the proximity of the comet td 

the fuft. That of x68o threw out a tram 

that would almoft have -reached from fte 

(tin to the earth. If this had been attra&ed 

» 
by the fun, would : it not have fallen upon 

his body? when the comet at that time 
was not one fourth of his diameter diftant 
from him; but inftead of thi$, it was 
darted away to the oppofite fide of the 
heavens, even with a greater velocity than 
that of the comet itfdf — Now what can 
this be owing to, if not to a repulfive, 

power in the fun, or his atmofphere ? 

% 

And, indeed, it would at firft. appear 
but little lefs abfurd to fay, that the fful 
of the comet is all this time violently. a(y 

tra£fced by the fun, although it be driven 

• » » « 

away in an oppofite dire&ion from -him, 

as to fay the fame of the comet itfelf. f % It 

is true, this repulfion fedms to begin mucfh 

fooner to affeft the tail, than the bocty ; of 

V ft W p 

the : comet ; : which is fuppofe4 always to 



x 
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yaft the fun before it begins to fly away 
from him, which is by no means the cafe 
with the tail. The repulfiye force, there 7 
fore, (if there is any fuch) is in a much 
left proportion than the attractive one, 
and probably juft only enough to Couhter- 
balance the latter, when thefe bodies are 
in their perihelions, and to turn them fo 
much afide, as to prevent their falling into 
the body of the fun. The proje&ile force 
they have acquired will then carry them 
out to the heavens, and repulfion probably 
dimioifhing as they recede from the fun's 
: atmofphere, his attraction will again take 
place, and retard their motion regularly, 
till they arrive at their aphelia, when they 
once more begin to return to him. 



I don't know how you, will like all this: 
— Our comet has led me a dance I very 
little thought of; and I believe I fhould 
have done better to fend it at once into the 
fun, and had done with it : - and that* 

indeed* 
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"indeed, I am apt to believe, will be ra 
fate. For as this comet has no tail, there 
Is, of confequence* no apparent repul&mi 
If it was repelled, its atmofphere, likdthe 
others, would be driven away in the oppd* 

* « • » * • • 

iite dire&idn from the fun; I thdrdfoire 
do not fee any poffible method it has of 

efcaping. 

■ . 

* • • 

Thefe comets are certainly bodies of a 
very different nature from thofe with tails f 
to which indeed they appear even to bear a 
much lefs refemblance than they do to pk- 
nets : and it is no fmall proof of the little 
progrefs we have made in the knowledge 
of the univerfe, that they have not as* yet 
been diftinguiflied by a different name. v 

This is the third kind of body that h?s 
been difcovered in our fyftem, that all 
appear effentially different from each Other, 
that are probably regulated by different 
laws, and intended for very different pur- 

pofes* 



' 
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ppfe^-tHow much will pofterity he afto*. 
ntthed at pur igqofaoce, and wonder that 
tfcu fyflem fbould have exifted for Sammy 
tbouknd year*, before we were in the kaft 
acquaii^ed with cm€ half of it, or ha4 
crcu invented names to diftinguiih it» dif- 
ferent members ! 



. I have no doubt, that in future age*, 
the number of the comets, the form of 
their Orbits, and time of their revolutions, 
will be as clearly demonftrated as* that 
of the jplanets. It is our countryman, 
Dn Halley, who has begun this great 
trork," Which" may be corifidered juft now 
is in its ear lieft infancy r— Thefe bodies 
too,' with thick ' atmofpheres, but without 
tails, will Jikewife haye; their proper places 
afcertained, and will no Jonger be con- 
founded with bodies to jvhich they bear no 
iefembla^ or con^aiPP. 



• . . j 
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Comets with tails have feldom been vi* 
fible, bat on tkeir xeoefs from the fun. fc 
is he that kindles 'them up f and gives them 
that alarming appearance in the heavens 
*-Qn the contrary* thofe without tails have 
fektom, perhaps never, been ob&rved, but 
on their approach to him. I don't recoi- 
led: any whoie return has been tolerably 
well afcertained. I remember, indeed, a 
few years ago, a {mail one, that was faid 
to have been difcoyered by a telefcope, 
b£ttr it had pafled the fun, but never more 
became vifible to the naked ^ye. This 
afiertion is eafriy made, and nobody cam 
contradid it; but it does not at all appear 
probable, that it fhould have been (o much 
lefe luminous after it had : p*0e<l the fuq, 
than before it approached him; and I » will 
own to you, when I havd heard that the 
Teturn oftbefe comets had efcaped the eyep 
of die moft acute aftronomers, I have b6fcu 
tempted to think, that they did not return 
At all, but were abforbed in the body df 

• the 
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the fun;' which their vidlent motion to- 
wards him feemed to indicate. — Indeed, I 
have* often wifhed that this difcovery might 
be made, as it would in fome .meafure 
account for what has as yet been looked 
Upon as unaccountable : that the fun, not- 
Withftanding his* daily wafte, from enlight- 
ening the uriiverfe, never appears diini* 
nifhed either in fize or light. — Surely this 
wafte muft be immenfe, and were there 
not in nature fome hidden provifittn £b£ 
fupplying it, in the fpace of fix thoufand 
years, fuppofing the world to be no older, 
the planets muft have got to a much 
greater diftance from his body, by the vaft 
diminution of his attraction ; they muft 
likewife have moved much flower, and 
coniequently the length of our year muft 
have been greatly increafed.— Nothing of 
all this feems to be the cafe ; the diameter 
of the fun is the fame that ever it was : he 
neither appears diminiihed, . nor our €&■> 
fiance from him increafed : his light, 

heat, 
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heat, and attra&ion fcem to be the fame 
as ever; and the motion of the planet* 
round him is performed in the fame time ; . 
of confluence, his quantity of matter ftill 
continues the fame.— How then is this vaft 
wafte fupplifed ?— May there not be mil- 
lions of bodies attra&ed by him, from the 
boundlefs regions of (pace, that are never 
perceived by us? Comets, on their road 
to him, have feveral times been accidentally 
difcovercd by telefcopes, that were never 

feen by the naked eye.— Indeed, the num~* 
ber of blaek fpots on the fun feem to in* 
dicate that there is always a quantity of 
matter there* only in a preparation to 
give light, but not yet refined and purfe 
enough to throw off rays like the reft of 
his body. For I think we can hardly con- 
ceive, that any matter can remain long on 
the body of the furi without becoming 
luminous ; and fo we find thefe fpots 
often difappear, that is to fay, the matter 
of which they are compofed is then pferi 

fedly 
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fe&Iy melted, and has acquired the fame 
degree, of heat and light as the reft of his 
body. — Even in our glafs-houfes, and other 
very hot furnaces, ijipft forts of matter 
very foon acquire the fame colour and 
appearance as the matter in fufion, and 
emit rays of light like it. But how much 
more muft this be the cafe at the furface of 
the fun ! when Newton computes* that 
even at many thoufand miles diftance from 
it, a body would acquire a degree of heat 

* 

two thoufand times greater than that of 
red hot iron. It has generally been underi- 
ftood, that he laid the- great comet really 
did acquire this degree of heat ; but this is 
certainly, a mifiake : Sir Ifaac's expreflion, 
to the beft of my remembrance, is, that 
it might have acquired it. And if we 
confider the very great fize of that body, 
and the fhort time of its perihelion, the 
thing will appear impoffible : nor indeed 
do I think we can conceive, that a body 
only as large as our Earth, and •the fpots 

,on 
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on the fun afe often much larger, could 
be reduced to fufion, even on his furface, 
but after a very , confiderable fpace of 
time.' 

Now as it feems to he univerfally fup- 
-pofed, that the rays of light are really 
particles of matter, proceeding from the 
body of the fun, I think it is abfolutely 
neceffary that we ihould fall upon fome 
fuch method of fending him back a fupply 
of thofe rays, otherwife, let his ftock be 
ever fo great, it muft at laft be ex- 
haufted. 



I wifh aftronomers would obferve whe- 
ther the fpots on the fun are not increafed 
after the appearing of thefe comets ; and 
whether thefe fpots do not difappear again 
by degrees, like a body that is gradually 
x melted down in a furnace: But there is 
another confideration too, which naturally 
occurs : pray what becomes of all this vail 
Vol. II. M quantity 
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quantity of matter after it 'is reduced # to 
light ? — Is it ever colle&ed again into folid 
bodies ; or is it for ever loft and diflipated, 
after it has made its journey from the fun 
to the objett it illuminates ?— It is fome- 
what ftrange, that of all that immenfe 
quantity of matter poured down on us 
during the day, that pervades and fills the 
whole univerfe; the moment we are de~ 4 
prived of the luminous body, the whole of 
it, in an inftant, feems to be annihilated : 
— in fhort, there are a number of diffi- 
culties attending the common received doc- 
trine of light ; nor do I think there is any 
point in natural philofophy the folution of 
which is lefs fatisfa&ory. If we fuppofe 
every ray to be a ft ream of particles of 
matter, darting from the luminous body, 
how can we conceive that thefe flreams 
may be interfeded and pierced by other 
ftreams of the fame matter ten thoufand 
thoufand different ways, without caufing 
the leaft confufion either to the one or the 

other ? 
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bttier ? for in a clear night we fee diftin&ly 
liny particular ftar that we look at, dl- 
though the rays coming from that flat td 
our eye is pierced for millions of miles 
before it reaches us, by millions of ftream? 
of the fame rays, froin every other fun 
and ftar in th6 univerfe. Noto fuppofe, In 

« 

fany other matter that we know of, and 
one would imagine there ought at lead to 
be fome fort of analogy ; fuppofe, I fay, 
We fhould only attempt to make two 
ftreams pafs one another; water, for in- 
ftahce, or, air, one of the pureft and the 
Jmoft fluid fubftances we are acquainted 
With, we find it totally itopoffible.— The 
two ftreams will mutually interrupt and 
incommode one another, and the ftrongeft 
Will ever carry off the weakeft into its own 
dire&ion ; but if a flream of light is hit by 
ten thoufand other .ftreams, moving at the 
rate of ten millions of miles in- a minute, 
it is not even bent by the impreffion, nor 
in the fmalleft degree diverted from its 

M 2 courfc; 



i€a A TOUR THROUGH 

> 

coqrfe ; but reaches us with the fame 
precifion and regularity, as if nothing 
had interfered with it. Befides, on the 
fuppofition that light is real particles of 
matter moving from the fun to the earth, 
in the; fpace of feven minutes, how comes 
it to pafs, that with all this wonderful 
velocity, there feems to be no momentum! 
for it communicates motion to no body 
that obftru£ts its paflage, and no body 
whatever is removed by the percuffion,— ■ 
Suppofmg we had never heard of this dif- 
covery, and were at once to be told of a 
current of matter flying, at the rate of ten 
milliops of miles in a minute, and fo large 
as to cover one half of our globe,, would 
we not imagine that the ear'th mull in- 
ftantly- be torn to pieces by it, or carried 
off .with the moft incredible velocity ? It 
will be objected, that the extreme minute- 
nefs of the particles of light prevents it 
from having any fuch effe£t ; — but as thefe 

particles are in fych quantity, and fo clofe 

to 
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to each other as to cover the furface of 
every body that is oppofed to them, and 
entirely to fill up that vaft fpace betwixt 
the earth and the fun, this objedion I 
ihould think in a great me&fure falls to the 
ground. The particles of air and of water 
are likevyife extremely minute, and a fma.ll 
quantity of thefe will produce little or no. 
effect, but increafe their number, and only. 
give them the millionth, part of the vq- 

t 

locity that is afcribed to a ray of light, 
apd no force whatever could be able to. 
withftand them. 

Adieu. — I h^ve unwarily run myfelf into 
the very deeps, of philofophy; and find it 
rather difficult to ftruggie out again.— I 
afk;yoUr pardon, and promife, if pbffible^ 
for the future, to fteer quite clear of them; 
— rl.api fijre, whatever this comet may be 
to the univerfe, it has been an ignis fatuus 
to me ; for it has led me ftrangely out of 
my road, and bewildered me amongft 
. M 3 rocks 
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rocks and quick&nds, where I was like to 
ftick fifty times. 

I have forgot whether or not you are a 
rigid Newtonian ; if you are, I believe I 
had better recant in tiuie, for fear of acci-r 
dents.- I know this is a very tender point j 
and have feen many of thofe gentlemen* 
who are good Chriftians too, that can bear 
with much more temper to hear the divinity 
of our Saviour called in queftion, than that 
of Sir Ifaac ; and look on a Cartefian or a 
Ptolomean, as a worfe ipecies of infidej 
than an atheift. 

I remember, when I was at college, to 
have feen a heretic to their do&rine of 
gravity, very fuddenly converted by being 
toiled in a blanket ; and another, who de- 
nied the law of centripetal apd centrifugal 
forces, foon brought to aflent^ from having; 
the demonftration made upon his fhouldefs, 
by a ftone whirled at the en4 of a firing. 



SICILY AND MALTA. 167 

Thefe are powerful arguments, and it is- 
difficult to withftand them. — I cry you 
mercy. — I am without reach of you at pre- 
fent, and you are heartily welcome to wreck 
your vengeance on my letter. 



/ 
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.LETTER XXVII. 

Palermo, July 6th. 

Tl TANY of the churches here are ex- 
tremely rich and magnificent. The 
cathedral (or, as they call it, Madre Chiefa) 
is a venerable Gothic building, and of a 
large fize ; it is fupported within by eighty 
columns of Oriental granite, and divided 
into a great number of chapels, fome of 
which are extremely rich, particularly that 
of Sti Rofolia, the patronefs of Palermo, who 
is held in greater veneration here, than all 
the perfons of the Trinity ; and, which is 
Hill much more, than even the Virgin Mary 
herfelf. The relics of the faint are preferved 
in a large box of filver, curioufly wrought, 
and enriched with precious ftones. They 
perform many miracles, and are looked 
upon as the greateft treafure of the city. 

They 
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SICILY AND MALTA. 16$ 

They are cfteemed a moft effe&uat remedy 
againft the plague, and have often pre- 
ferred them from that fatal dift6mper. : 
The faint gained fo much credit, in favingf 
them from the laft , plague of Meffina, 4 
although it was at two hundred miles 
diftance, that they have, out of gratitude, 
ere&ed a noble monument to her.— St. 
Agatha did as much for Catania, but that 
city has not been fo generous to her. — : 

The other riches of this church confiff 

* 
principally in fome bones of St. Peter, and* 

a whole arm of St. John the Baptift.?— 
There is like wife a jaw-bone of prodi- 
gious efficacy j and fome other bones of 
IcfTer note.— It contains fome things of 
fjnaller confequence, which, however, are 
not altogether without their merit. The 
monuments of their Norman kings, feveral 
of whom lie buried here, are of the fined 
porphiry, fome of them ne»r feven hundred 
years old, and yet of very tolerable work- 
manfliip. Oppofite to thefe, there is a 

taber-> 
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tabernacle of lapis lazuli. It i* about fif- 
teen feet high, and. finely ornamented. 
Some of the prefents made to St. Rofblia, 
are by no means contemptible. A croft 
of very large brilliants, from #ie kjqg 
of Spain, is, I think, {he moft <;<wfider-» 
able* 

t 

The Sachriftie too is very rich: There 
are fome robes embroidered with Oriental 
pearl, that are ne^r four hundred years 
old, and yet look as freih as if done yefter- 
day. 

The Jefuits church is eqpal in magni~ 
ficence to any thing I have feen in Italy. — 
The genius of thofe fathers appears ftrong 
in all their works; one is never at a 
lofc to find them out* They have been 
grofely calumniated; for they certainly 
had lefs hypocrlfy than any other order of 
monks. 

The 
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The Chijda del Palkzzo la entirely ea- 
crufted over with antient radaic ; and th* 
vaulted roof too is all of the fa*ne,-~But it 
is endlefs to talk of churches. Here are 
upwards of three hundred* — That of Mon- 
rcale, about five miles diftant from this 
city, is the next in dignity in theifiand, 
after the cathedral of Palermo* It is nearly 
of the fame fize, and the whole is encrufted 
wi*h mofaic, at ah incredible iexpehce. 
Here are likewife feveral porphiry and 
marble monuments t of the firft kings' of 
Sicily. This cathedral was built by King 
William the Good, whofe memory is ftUJ 
held in great veneration amongft the Ski- 
liana* 

The archbifihop of Monreale, is already 
looked upon as a faint, and indeed he 
d§ferves beatification better* I believe, 
than moft of thofe in the qalendar. His 
iijcome is very great, of which he referves 
tq himfelf juf): as much as procures him 

clothes, 
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clothes, add t&e^dipkft fefcd of food ; all 
the; reft he iterates, ito -charitable, pious, 
aijd, public, qfesv He ! even feems to carry 
thifr tooTfar, fc tmd denies > hlnrfelf the moft 
common : graHfications • - df . life. Such . as 
fleeping-Qii *;bed j a jaecexjfl luxury he is* 
faid riever. to .indulge himfelfin, but lies 
every night on ftraw.—He is,, as you may 
believe, <: ad$re$, by the peqple, who crowd 
in his way as, he paffes^Q rgeeiyj? his.bofte- 
di£ion ; ; which ; they, allege 'is even of 
i&ere foveijei^n ..efficacy- than that of the 
pope. And! indeed fc/it is, for he never 
foesc apt objed in diftfefs, buCfee is fure to 
relieve him'; not trailing alone. to t the'fpi- 
ritual efficacy of the bleffing, but alvyays 

accompanying it with fomething folid.and 

* • • '»■ * ' 

temporal ; * arid perhaps this accompanirfient 

i£ttot efteemed the worft part of it; The 

tQwn and cototty round-Mdnre&le ' ate 

gf-eatly indebted to his liberality ; 1 ' and' itf* 

every corner exhibit marks b£ : his ■munSr*" 

cittce. ' He has jufth&w madfcai prefent to l 

the 
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the cathedral of a magnificent altar; only 
about one half of which is finifhed. It 

X 

is of maffiye filver, exquifitely wrought, 
representing in high relief, fome of the 
principal ftories in the Bible, and, I think, 
will be one of the fineft in the world. — But 
what is of much greater utility, he has at his 
own expence made a noble walk the whole 
way from this city to Monreale, which 
was formerly of very difficult accefs, as it 
ftands near the top of a pretty high moun- 
tain. The walk is cut with a great deal 
of judgment on the fide of this mountain, 
and winds by eafy zig-zags to the top of 
it. It is adorned with feveral elegant foun- 
tains of water, and is bordered on each 
fide with a variety of flowering flirubs.— 
The valley at the foot of the mountain is 
rich and beautiful. It appears one con- 
tinued orange garden for many miles, and 
exhibits an elegant piece of fcenery; per* 
fuming the air at the fame .time with the 
moft delicious odours. — We were io pleafed 

3 with 
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with this little expedition, that notwith* 
ftanding the heat of the feafoti, we could 
not keep in our carriage, but walked ahndft 
. the whole of k* 

The dty of Palermo for thefe tea day* 
paft has been wholly occupied in preparing 
for the great feaft of St. Rofolia. And tf 
the fhew is in any degree adequate to the 
expence and trouble it cofts them, it mud; 
indeed be a very noble one. They are 
ere&ing an incredible number of arches 
and pyramids for the illuminations. They 
are of wood ; painted, and adorned with 

artificial flowers. Thefe, they tell u8, are 
to be entirely covered over with finall 
lamps ; fo that when feen at a little di~ 
fiance, they appear like fo many pyramids 
and arches of flame. The whole Marina, 
and the tw6 great ftreets that divide the 
city, are to be illuminated in this magni-* 
, ficent manner. The number of pyramids 
and arches prepared for thefe illuminations, 

we 
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we are told, exceeds two thoufand. They 
are ere&ed on each* fide of the ftreet, be- 
twixt the foot-path and the pavement, and 
run in two right lines exa&ly parallel from 
end to end. Each of thefe lines is a mile 
in length, which makes fbttr miles for the 
whole. The four gates are the viftas to 
thefe four ftreets, and are to be highly 
decorated and illuminated. From the fquare 
id the center of the city, the whole of this 
vaft illumination can be feen at once ; and 
they allure us the grandeur of it exceeds 
all belief.— The whole of the Marino is to 
he drefled out in the fame manner ; and for 
thefe three weeks part, they have been em- 
ployed in ere&ing two great theatres for 
fireworks. One of thefe fronts the vice* 
roy's palace, and is almoft equal to it 

in fize. The other is raifed on piles driven 

« * 

in the fea, exa&ly oppofite to the great 
orcheftra in the center of the Marino.— 
Befides thefe, they are building an enor- 
mous engine, which they call St. Rofolia's 

triumphal 
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triumphal car. from thq fize of it, one. 
ujould imagine it we re, for ever to remain 
in the fpot where it is erected ; but they 
allure us, it is to be drawn in triumph 
through the city.-. It is indeed amounted 
upon • wheels, but it does not appear that 
any force whatever can* be able to turn 

them. 

« 

I own my curiofity increases every day 
to fee this lingular exhibition. The car is. 

4 

already higher than moft houfes in Pa- 
lermo, and they are ftill adding to its 
height. But the part of the fhew they 
value themfelves the moft on, is the .illu- 
inination of the great church; this they 
affirm is fuperior to any thing in the 
world ; the illumination of St. Peter's itfelf 
not excepted. The preparations for it, 
are indeed amazing* Thefe were begun 
about a month ago, and will not be finifhed 

> * 

till towards the laft days of the feaft. 
The whole of the cathedral, both roof and 

walls, 
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walls, . is entirely covered over with mir- 
rour, intermixed with gold and - filvet 
paper, and an infinite variety of artificial 
flowers. All thefe are arranged and dif- 
pofed, in my opinion, with great tafte and 
elegance ; none of them predominate, but 

thefy are intermingled everywhere in a juft 
proportion.^ 

_ r 

Every altar, chapel, and column are 
finifhed in the fame manner, which takes 
off from the littlenefs of the particular or- 
naments, and gives an air of grandeur and 
uniformity to the whole. The roof is 
hung with innumerable luftres filled with 
wax candles, and, I am perfuaded, when 
the whole is lighted up, it muft be equal to 
any palace either in the Fairy Tales or the 
Arabian Nights Entertainment. Indeed it* 
feems pretty much in the fame ftile too, 
for all is gold, filver, and precious Hones. 
The faints are dreffed out in all their 
glory, and the fairy queen herfelf was 

Vol. II. N never 
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never finer than is St. Rofolia.— The peo- 
ple are lying yonder in crowds before her, 
praying with all their might. — I date fay, 
For one petition offered to God Almighty, 
{he has at leaft an hundred. 

. We were juft now remarking, with how 
little refpeft they pafs the chapels dedicated 
to God ; they hardly deign to give a little 
inclination of the head; but when they 
come near thdfe 6f their favourite faints, 
they bow down to the very ground : Ig- 
norance and fuperftition have ever been 
infeparable :— I helieve in their hearts they 
think he has already reigned long enotigh ; 
and would be ghtd to have a change in the 
government :— and every one of them (like 
the poor Welchman who thought he fhould 
be fucceeded by Sir Watkih Williams) is 
fully perfuaded, that his own favourite 
faint is the true heir apparent* Indeed 
they already give them the precedency on 
moll occafions; not in procelEons and 
2 affaire 



SiClt* AND MALTA, ttf 

affairs of etiquette; there they think it 
Would, not be -decent ; but, t in their more 
private affairs, they generally pay the 
complin\pnt to the faint:— .Yet in theif 
infcriptions on churches and chapels, (which 
one would think are public enough) when 
they art dedicated to God and any par- 
ticular faint, they have often ventured to 
put the name of the faint firft.-— San&o 
Januario, et Deo Opt, Max, taking every 

opportunity of raifipg their dignity, though 

» 

«t the expense of that of God himfelf. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 



Palermo, July 7tlu > 

T HAVE been enquiring who this fame 
St Rofolia may be, who has become lb 
very capital a perfonage in: this part of the 
world ; but, notwithstanding their adoring 
her with fuch fervency, I have found oone 
that can give any tolerable account of her 
faintfliip. They refer you to the tnoft fa- 
bulous legends, that even differ widely in 
their accounts of her. And, after all the 
offerings they have made, the churches 
they have built, and monuments they have 
raifed to her memory, I think it is far from 
being improbable, that there really never 
did exift fuch a perfon, I went through 
all the bookfellers fhops, but could find 
nothing relative to her, except an epic 
poem, of which fhe is the heroine* It is 

in 
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in the Sicilian language; and is indeed one 
of the greateft curiofities I have met with. 
The poet fets her at once above all other 
faints except the Virgin, and it feems to be 
with the greateft reluctance, that he can 
prevail upon himfelf to yield the pas even 
to her. I find, from this curious compo- 
fition,' and the notes upon it, that St. Ro* 
folia was niece to King William the Good. 
That fhe began very early to difplay fymp- 
toms of her fan&ty. That at fifteen fhe 
deferted the world and difclaimed all hu- 
man fociety. She retired to the mountains 
on the weft of this city .? and was never 
more heard of for about five hundred 
years. She difappeared in the year 1159. 
The people thought fhe had been taken up 
to heaven; .till in the year 1624, during 
the time of a dreadful plague, a holy man 
had a vifion, that the faint's bones were 
lying in" a cave near the top of the Monte 
Pelegrino. That if they were taken up 
with due reverence, and carried in proeef- 

' N 3 fion 
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fion thrice round the walls of the city, 
they fliould immediately be delivered from 
the plague. At firft little attention was 
paid to the holy man, and he was looked 
upon as little better than a dreamer ; how- 
ever, he perfifted in his ftory, grew noify, 
arid got adherents. The magiftrates, to 
pacify them, fent to the Monte Pelegrino j 
when lo the mighty difcovery was made ! 
•—the facred bones were found,— the city 
was freed from the plague,— and St. Ro- 
folia became the greateft faint in the ca- 
lendar.— Churches were reared, altars were 
dedicated, and minifters appointed to this 
new divinity, whofe dignity and confe- 
quence have ever fince been fupported at 
an incredible expence. Now I think it is 
more than probable that thefe bones, that 
are now fo much reverenced, and about 
which this great city is at prefent in fuch a 
buftle, belong to fome poor wretch that 
perhaps was murdered, or died for want in 
the mountains, The. holy man "probably 

could 
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could have given a very good account of 
them. 

It is really aftonifhing to think, what 
animals fuperftition makes of mankind. — 
I dare fay, the bones of St. Rofolia are juft 
a§ little intitled to the honours they receive, 
as thofe of poor St. Viar^ which wdre found 
fomewhere in Spain under a broken tomb- 
(lone, where thefe were the only legible 
letters. The ftory I think, is told by Dr. 
Middleton. The priefts found that the bones 
had an excellent knack at working miracles, 
and were of opinion that this, together with 
the S P Viar on the ftone, was proof fuflicient 
of his fandtity. He continued long in high 
eftimation, and they drew no inconfider- 
able revenue from his abilities ; till unfor- 
tunately they petitioned the pope to grant 
him fome immunities. The pope (Leo the 
tenth, I think,) not entirely fatisfied with 
regard to his faintfhip, delired to be in- 
formed of his pretenfions. — A lift of his 

N 4 miracles 
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miracles was fent over* accompanied by the 
ftone with S. Vtar upon it The firft part 
of the proof was fuftained ; but the anti- 
' quaries difcovered the fragment to be part 
of the tomb-ftone of a (Roman) prtfeftus 
<uiarum y or overfeer of the high roads ; to 
wliofe bones they had been fo much in- 
debted : and poor St. Viar, though probably 
an honefter man than moll of them, was 
ordered to be (truck out of the calendar* 

The people of falhion here hold the fu- 
perdition of the vulgar in great contempt ; 
- and perhaps that very fuperftition is one 
principal caufe of their infidelity. Indeed I 
have ever found, that deifm is moft: preva- 
lent in thofe countries where the people are 
the wildeft and moft bigotted. — A refined 
and cultivated underftanding, (hocked at 
their folly, thinks it cannot poffibly recede 
too far from it, and is often tempted to fly 
to the very oppofite extreme. — When reafon 
is much offended by any particular dogma of 

faith 
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faith or aft of worfhip, flie is but too apt, in 
the midft of her difguft, to rejeft the whole. 
The great misfortune is, that in thefe coun- 
tries, the moft violent champions for religion 
are commonly the moft weak and ignorant ; 
—•And certainly, one weak advocate in 
any caufe, but more particularly in a myfr 
terious one, that requires to be handled 
with delicacy and addrefs, is capable of 
hurting it more, than fifty of its warmeft 
opponents. — Silly books, that have been 
written by weak well-meaning men, in 
defence of religion, I am confident have 
made more infidels than all the works of 
Bolingbroke, Shaftefbury, or even Voltaire 
himfelf : they only want to make people ' 
believe that there are fome ludicrous things 
to be faid againft it ; but thefe grave plod- 
ding blockheads do ail they can to perfuade 
us that there is little thing to be. faid for it. 
— The universal error of thefe gentry, is 
that they ever attempt to explain, and re- 
concile to feofc and rejifon thofe very myf- 

teries 
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teries that the firft principles of our religion 
t£ach us are incomprehenfibie ; and of 
confequence neither obje&s of fenfe nor 

•a 

reafon. — I once heard an ignorant prieft 
declare, that he did not find the leaft diffi- 

• * ' * 

culty, in qonceiving the myftery of the Tri- 
pity, or that of incarnation ; and that he 
would undertake tp make them plain to the 
meaneft capacities. A gentleman prefent 
told him, he had no doubt he could, to 
all fuch capacities as his own. The prieft 
took it as a compliment, and made him a 

bow. — Now don't you think, that a few 

* - ** 

,fuch teachers as this, muft hurt religion 

more by their zeal, than all its opponents 

■ 

can by their wit ? Ha4 thefe heroes ftill 
kept behind the bulwarks of faith and q£ 



myftery, their adverfaries never could have 

touched them; but they have been foolifh 

enough to abandon thefe ftrong-hdlds, and 

dared them forth to combat on the plain 

fields of reafon and of fenfe. — A fad piece 

of generalfhip indeed : fufch defenders 

nmft ever ruin the beft caufe. 

But 
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But although the ptfbfte of id&CAtioQ, 
here tefyite &t wild fuperftitioa <rf the 
tulgar, yet thty go regularly to m*fi, ood 
attend the ordinances with great *efpe$ add 
decency ; and they are much pleafed wilk 
Us for otrr conformity to their cuftonrs, ajuj 
for not appearing openly to defpife their 
rites and ceremonies. I own, this atten- 
tion of theirs, jvcft to offend weak minds-, 
tends much to give us a favorable opinion 
both of their hearts and underftandihgs, 
They don't make any boaft of their infi- 
delity ; neither do they pefter you with it 
as in France, where it is perpetually buz2*<3l 
in your^ars; and where, although they 
pretend to believe lefs, they do in fa£t be- 
lieve more than any nation on the conti- 
nent. 

I know of nothing that gives one a wbrfe 
opinion of a man, than to fee him make a 
fhew and parade of his contempt for things 
held facred: it is an open infult to the 

judgment 



* 



1 
I 



18$ A TOUR THROUGH 

judgment of the public, A countryman 
c£ ours, about two years ago, offended 
egregioufly in this article, and the people 
ftill fpeak of him both with contempt and 
detcftation. It happened one day, in the 
great church, during the elevation of the 
koft, when every body elfe were on their 
knees, that he ftill kept {landing, without 
any appearance of refpeft to the ceremony. 
A young nobleman that was near him ex- 
prefled his furprize at this. " It is ftrange, 
u Sir, (laid he) that you, who have had 
" the education of a gentleman, and ought 
" to have the fentiments of one, fliould 
u chufe thus to give fo very public offence," 
* Why, Sir, (faid the Englifhman) 1 don't 
€i believe in tranfubftantiation."--" Neither 
•* do I, Sir, (replied the other) and yet you 
" fee I kneel." 

* 

Adieu. I am called away to fee the pre- 
parations for the feaft. In my next I fhaH 
probably give you fomc account of it. 
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• P. S. I have been watching with great 
care the return of our comet, but as yet I 
hare difcovered nothing of it: I obferve 
too, with a very indifferent glafs, feveral 
large round fpots on the fun's difk, and am 
far from being certain that it is not one of 
them : but I (hall not alarm you any more 
with this fubje& 
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U , Palermo July.iotk 

^\N Sunday, the 8th, we had the loi^g 

^"^ expe&ed Sirocc wind, which, although 

our expectations had been raifed pretty 1 

•• high, yet I own it greatly exceeded them. 

Ever fince we came to our new lodging, 

the thermometer has flood betwixt 72 and 

74 ; at our old one, it wa£ often at 79 and 

80 ; fo great is the difference betwixt the 

heart of the city anji the fea-fhore. At 

prefent, our windows not only front to the 

North, but the fea is immediately under 

them, from whence we are conftantly re- 

freftied by a delightful cooling breeze. Fri- 

day and Saturday were uncommonly cool, 

the mercury never being higher than 724.5 

and although the Sirocc is faid to have fet 

in early on Sunday morning, the air in our 

apart- 
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apartments, Which are very large, with 
high cielings, Wis not in the leafi affe&ed 
by it at eight o'clock, 'when I . rbfe,— -I 

* * 

opened the door without having any fufpt- 
cion of fuch a change ; and indeed I never 
was more aftonifhed in my life.— -The firft 
blaft of it on my face felt like the burning 
(team from the mouth of an oven* I drevr 
back my head and (hut the door, calling 
but to f ullarton, that the whole atmofphere 
was iA a flame. However, we ventured to 
open another door that leads to a Good plat* 
form, where we ufually walk ; this was 
inot expofed to the wind ; and here I found 
the heat much more fuppor table than I 
coiM have exposed from the firft fpecimen 
I had of it at the other door. Itielt fome>- 
What like the fubterraneous fweating ftoves 
at Naiple* ; but dill much hotter. — In a few 
jtti&utes vrt found every fibre greatly re- 
laxed, and the pores opened to fuch a de- 
gree, that we expeded foon to be thrown 
into a profufe fweat. I went to examine 

the 
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the thermometer, and found the air in the 
room as yet fo little affe&ed, that it flood 
only at 73. The preceding night it was 
at 72^. I took it out to the open air, whed 
it immediately rofe to 1 10, and foon after 
to ri2'; and lam confident, that in our old 
lodgings, or any where within the city, 
it muft have rifen feveral degrees higher. 
The air was thick and heavy, but the ba- 
rometer was little affeded ; it had fallen 
only about a line. The fuqi did not once 
appear the whole day, otherwife I am per* 
fuaded the heat muft have been infupport- 
able ; on that fide of our platform which is 
expofed to the wind, it was with difficulty 
we could bear it for a few minutes. Here 
I expofed a little pomatum which was 
melted down, as if I had laid it before 
the fire. I attempted to take a walk in the 
ftreet, to fee if Any creature was ftirring^ 
but I found it too much for me, and was 
glad to get up flairs again. 

This 
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Trthis extraordinary hedt continued till 
$ o'clock in the afternoon, when the \frind 
changed at once* almbft to thfe oppofite: 
point of the compafs, and all the reft of the 
day it blew ftrong from the fea. It is itfi* 
poffible to conceive the different feeling of 
the air. Indeed, the Hidden change from 
heat to cold is almoft as inconceivable as 
that from cold to heat. The current of 
this hot air had been flying for many hours 
from South to North ; and I had no doubt, 
that the atmofphere, for many miles round * 
was entirely cbmpofed of it ; however, the 
wind no fooner changed to the North, than 
it felt extremely cold, and we were fooa 
obliged to put on our clothes, for till then 
we had been almoft naked. In a fhort time 
the thermometer funk fo 82, a degree of 
heat that in England would be thought al* 
mod infupportable* and yet all that night 
we were obliged* merely from the cold, to 
keep up the glaflfes of our coach ; fo much* 
^rere the pores opened and the fibres related 

Vol. IL O by 
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by thefe few hours of the Sirocc. Indeed* 
J ha4 PPpofed myfelf a good deal to thp 
open air, as I was determined to feel what 
cffed it would produce on the human body* 
At firft I thought it muft have been impof- 
fible to bear it; but I foon discovered my 
miftake, and found, that where I was flielr 
tered from the wind, I could walk a|>out 
without any great inconveniency ; neither 
ivi it produce that copious fweat I ex- 
pe&ed ; it occafioned indeed a violent per- 
jpiration, which was only attended with 
a flight moifture on the flan ; but I fup- 
pofe, if I had put on my clothes, or taken 
the leaft exercife, it foon would have 
brought it on. 



I own to yoa i&y curiofity with regard 
to the Sirocc is now thoroughly fatisfied ; 
jjor do I at all wifh for another vifit of it 
during our flay in Sicily. Many of our 
acquaintance who had been promifing ua 
this regah % as they call it, came crowding 

about 



*~ 



SICILY AND MALTA. . 195 

$bout us as Toon as it was over, to know 
wbat we thought of it. They own it has 
been pretty violent for the time it laftcd ; 

r 

hvA ajiure u* they have felt it more fo> an£ 
likewife of a much longer duration ; how* 
£ ver* it feWoqa lafts more than thirty-fix or 
forty hours, fo that the walls of the heufet 
have not time to be heated throughout, 
otherwife they think there could be no fuel* 
thin§; as Jiving ; however^ from what I fel$ 
of it, I believe they «re miftaken* Iodee4> 
had I been fatisfied with the firft blaft* 
(which is generally the cafe with them) a&<$ 
never more ventured out in it, I certainly 
fhould have been of their opinion. . They 
laughed %t us for expofijag ouxfelves fo- lo»gj\ 
to it ; and were furprized that our curiofity 

1 

fhould lead us to mafc experiments at 
the expeftcc of our perfons. They affur* 
tt& that during the time it lafts, there i* 
a i&oxtal to be feen without doors r hut* 
whom aeceffity obliges* All thcitf* 
^wrs and windows arp flm$ clefe* to pro* 

,Q z veot 
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vent the external air from entering j and 
where there are no window-lhutters, they 
hang up wet blankets on the infide of the 
window. The fervants are copftantly em- 
ployed in fprinkling water through their 
apartments, to preferve the air in as tem- 
perate a ftate as poflible ; and this is no 
difficult matter here, as I am told there is 
jpibt a houfe in the city that has not a foun- 
tain within it. By thefe means the people 
of fafliion fuffer very little from the Sirocc, 
except the ftri& confinement to which it 
obliges them. ' - 

It is fomeWhat lingular, that notwith- 
ftandiag the fcorching heat of this wind, it 
has never been known to produce any epi- 
demical diftempers, nor indeed bad confe- 
quences of any kind to the health of the 
people. It is true, they feel extremely weak 
and relaxed during the time it blows, but 
a few hours of the Tramontane, or North 
iprind* which generally fucceeds it, foon 

braces 



SICILY AND MALTA. 197 

braces them up, and fets them to rights again. 
Now, in Naples, and in many other places 
in Italy, where its violence is not to be 
compared to this, it is often attended with 
putrid diforders, and feldom fails to pro- 
duce almoft a general dejection of fpirits. 
It is true, indeed, that there the, Sirocc lafts 
for many days, nay, even for weeks 5 fo 
that, as its effe&s are different, it pro- 
bably proceeds likewife from a different 
caufe. 

I have not been able to procure any good 
account of this very lingular objeft in the 
climate of Palermo. The caufes they aflign 
for it are various, though none of them, I 
think, altogether fatisfa&ory. 

I have feen an old fellow here, who hat 
written upon iu He fays it is the fame wind, 
that is fo dreadful in the fandy defarts of 
Africa, where it fometimes proves mortal 
in the fpa9e of half an hour. Jle alleges 

O 3 that 



19* A TOOfe. f HROUGH 

that it is cooled by its paffage over the feia* 
which entirely difarms it of thefe tremen- 
dous effe&s, before it reaches Sicily, But 
if this were true, we fhould expeft to find 
it moft violent on that fide of the Ifland that 
lies neareft to Africa, which is not the 
cafe :— though indeed it is poffible, that its 
heat may be again increafed by its paffage 
acrofs the iOand ; for it has ever been found 
much more violent at Palermo, which is 
near the moft northern point, than any 
where elfe in Sicily. — Indeed, I begin to be 
more reconciled to this reafon, when I con- 
fider that this city is almdft furrounded by 
high mountains, the ravines and vallies 
betwixt which are, parched up and burning 
hot at this feafon. Thefe Hkewife contain 
innumerable fprings of warm water, the 
fteams of which muft tend greatly to In- 

4 

ereafe the heat, and perhaps likewife to 
fbften the air, and difarm it of i|s noxiousr 
Qualities. It is a pra<3ice too, at this feafon, 
fo burn heath and brufhwood on the momt- 

tains* 
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tabs, which muft ftill add to the heat of 
the ait* . „ • 

dome gentlemen who were in the coun- 
try told me, that they walked out immt« 
diately after the Sirocc, and found thegrafe 

» 

and plants, that had been green the day 
before, were become quite brown, and 
crackled under their feet as if dried in. an 

OVgff, 

I ftiall add for your amufement, a journal 
of the weather (race we came to Palermo* 
The barometer has continued conftantly 
within a line or two of the fame point* 
394 j — and the fty has been ahrfays clear, 
except the day of the Sirocc and the 26th 
of June, when we had a pretty fmart 
fliower of rain for two Kour6 ; fo that I 
think I have nothing farther to do, but to 
mark the heights of the thermometer. 

Thermometer. 

June 17" - ..-•.• '734-. 
l8 - " * . 74 

0« Jw» 
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'June 19 - „ . . . Th ?7»^ 

*° i - r 76 

^ r • 77 

2 * ' r ■ r - 77 

26 ■ - " " 774' 

27 - - r 77 ' 

88 * " - 77* 

. 39 . - - . • i 774 

3° - . - - 78* 



2 - , . 8 



79 
o 
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4 At our new lodgings on the 
fea-fide, fronting the North, 74 

6 r r *' 73. 

? * - * 724 

7 T - •• 72 ■ 

# The Sirocc wind, *. 112 
In the afternoon, - g^ 

? - - - 79 
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The morel confider the extreme violence 
$f this heat, the more I am furprifed that 
we were able to bear it with fo little incon-> 
venience. We did not even feel that de-i 
preffion of fpirits that commonly - attends 
very great heats with us.— The thermo- 
meter rofe 40 degrees, or very near it; and 
it happens Angularly enough, that before 
the Sirocc began, 'if flood juft about 40 de- 
grees . above the point of congelation ; fo 
that in the morning of the 8 th of July, the 
heat increafed as much, almoft inftantane- 
oufly, as it generally does during the whole 
time that the fun moves from tropic to tro*» 
pic; for the difference of 72 and lis is 
the feme as between the freezing point and 
72; or between a cold day in winter, and 
a warm one in fummer. 



Yefterday we had a great entertainment 
in the. palace of the Prince Partana, from 
the balcony of which the viceroy reviewed 
£ regiment of Swifs, the beft I h&ve ye£ 

feen 
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feen in the Neapolitan fervice. Thfcy are 
really a fine bddjr of men* and, iidtwitfi^ 
ftahding the violence of the heat, went 
through their motions with great fpirifc 
They had two field-pieces on each flank* 
which were extremely well ferved; and the 
Evolutions were performed with more pre- 
tifion and flfcadinefs than one generally 
meets with, Except in England or Ger-i 
niany. The grenadiers were furniffied with 
falfe grenades, which produced eve r #y effe& 
ef real ones, except that of doing mifchief. 
The throwing of thefe wag the |feft of the 
entertainment that feeffied to pleafe the 
inoff j and tht grenadiers took cart to di- 
teGt them fo, that their effeft fhoiilcf not 
be loft. When a number of them fell to- 
gether amongft a thick crowd of the Mo- 
bility, which was commonly the cafe, it 
afforded ad entertaining fcene though, for 
they defended themfelves with their hats, 
and threw them very dexteroufly upon their 
neighbour*, however, we few no da* 

3 »ag« 
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mage done, except the firigeing of a few 
wigs and caps ; for the ladies were there 
in as great numbers as the gentlemen. 

* s 

% 

The Company at the Prince Partafta'rf 
was brilliant* and the entertainment noble. 
It confifted principally of ices, treams, 
chocolate, fweet-meats, and fruit, of which' 
there Was a great variety. Not one half 
of the company play r d at cards ; the reft 
amufed themfelvfes in converfation and 
walking on the terrafs. We found the 
young prince and princefs, who are very 
amiable, with feveral of their companions 
playing at crofs- ptifpofes, and other games 
of that kind. We were joyfully admitted 
of this chearful little cif cle, whete we amuferf 
ourfelves Very \frell for feveral hours. — f 
only mentfioift thi$, to Ihew you the different 
lyflefli 6? behaviour here and hi Italy* 
tfrhete iio fuch fainiliaf interconrfe is al- 
fowed amongft yoiing people before mar- 
riage; The youflg ladies h6re are eafy, 

affable^ 
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affable, and unaffe&ed : and, hot (as on the 
continent) perpetually ftuck up by the fides 
of their mothers, who bring them into 
company, not for their amufement, but 
gather to offer them to fide; and feem 
mightily afraid left every one fhould fteaL 
them, or that they themfelves fhould make 
an elopement ; which indeed I fhould think 
there was fome danger of* qonfidering the 
reftraint under which they are kept : — for 
furely there is no fuch flrong incitement 
to vice, as the making a punifhment of 
virtue. 

Here the mothers fhew a proper confix 
dence in their daughters, and allow their real ^ 
<:hara&ers to form and to ripen. In the 
^ther cafe they have either no character at 
all, or an affe&ed one, which they take 
Care to throw off the moment they have got 
a hufband ; when they think it impoffible 
to recede too far from thofe rigorous ma** 

ims of decorum and circumfpe&iont the 

♦ ■ > - > • - 

pra&ice 
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pra&ice of which they had ever found To 
extremely difagreeable, 

Were they allowed firft to fliew what 
they really are, I am perfuaded they would 
not be half fo bad j but their parents, by 
the manner they treat them, {hew that they 
have no confidence in their principles ; and 
feem to have adopted the ungenerous maxim 
of our countryman, 

* c That every woman is at heart a rake/* 

Now in countries where this maxim be- 
comes of general belief, there is no doubt, 
that it likewife becomes true j for the wo- 
men having no longer any character to 
fupport, they will even avoid the pretences 
to virtue, well knowing that thofe pretences 
are only looked upon as hypocrify and 
affe&ation. I dare fay, you will agree with 
me, that the better method to make them 

* • 

virtuous, is firft to make them believe that 
we think them fo j for where virtue is really 

efteemed, 
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jcfteemed, there are none that would wil* 
lingly relinquifli the charter j but wher$ 
it requires a guard, (as parfon Adams fays) 
it fcertai«ly is not worth the centincU 

Some of the families here put me in mind, 
of ©nf ?w% ^Qmeftic frtew, Tfee pfisfif 

* pf .R?0*tt%fi»i *«» w#f *a4 &«gte» «* 

ftlway* 5<?get|ipr } b# it is h&mb Ik&f 

chufe to befo, and there appear ritfftroageg 
affection, without the leaft diffidence pi} the 
one fide, or reftraint on the other. — The 

F9W»g £!&"»& Donga fcqfolia i» on© of the 
jnoft amiable young Jafe | have %aj 
ike wa& of our little party k^ft night* and. 
*ndee$ made one of ita greateft ornament*, 
—It would appear vain and partiaJt* after 
tibia to fay, that in cxointe^ance, fentimeut, 

«b4 behaviour, fhe feema altogether ,Eng* 
liihj— bnt it is true: — and this perhaps 
may have contributed to advance her ftiH 
higher in our efteem; for in fpiteof all 
our philofcphy, thefc unphilofophical pre-* 

judice* 
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Indices will (till e*ift* ajifl no iqan, I be-* 
lieve, has entirely diverted hiiafelf of thegi t 
—We had lately a noble entertainment at. 
her father's country houfe, and had ?e*fon 
to be much pleafed with the unaffected ho- 
ipitality and eafy pditeneft pf the whole 
family. This palace is reckoned the moft 
magnificent in the neighbourhood of Pa- 
lermo. It lies about fix; or feven miles tQ 
the weft of the city, in the country called 
II Colle ; in the oppofite dire&ion from the 
$agaria, which I have already mentioned* 
The viceroy and his family, with the 
greateft part of the nobility, were of this 
party, which lafted till about two ia the 
morning* At midnight a curious fet of 
fire- works were played off, from the leads 
of the palace, which had a fine effcft from. 

the garden below. 

♦ 

Farewell. — I had no time to write yef- 
terday, and though we did not break u$t 
till near three this morning, X have got uji . 

at 
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at eight, I was fo eager to give you fomd 
Account of the Sirocc wind. ^ 

We are now going to be very bufy : Thd 
feaft of St. Rofolia begins to-morrow ; and 
all the world are oh the very tip-toe of ex- 
pectation: perhaps they may be difap- 
pointed. I often wifh that you were with 
us, particularly when we are happy : Though 
you know it is by no means feafts and fhews 
that make us fo. tlowever, as this is pet- 
haps the moft remarkable one in Europe ; 
that you may enjoy as much of it as pof- 
fible, I fhall fit down every night, and give 
you a fliort account of the tranfadions of 
the day. — We are now going to breakfait ; 
after which we are engaged to play at Bal- 
lon, an exercife I fuppofe you are well ac- 
quainted with ; but as the day promifes ta 
be extremely hot, I believe I fhall defert the 
party and go a fwimming. — But I fee F. and 
G. have already attacked the figs^nd peaches* 
fo I muft appear for my intereft. — Farewell* 
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Palermo, July I2tfci 

ABOUT five in the afternoon, thd 
... 

fefhvai began by the triumph of St* 
Rqfolia, who was drawn with great potap 
through the center of the city, from the 
Marino to the Porto ftudvo. The tri- 
umphal car Wa, preccaed by . troop of 
horfe, with trumpets and kettle-drtims ; 
and all the city officers in their gala uni- 
forms, tt is indeed a moft enormous ma- 
chine : It meafures feventy feet long, thirty 
toide, and upwards of eighty high ; and, 
as it paffed along, over-topped the loftieft 

houfes of Palermo, The form of its linder- 
part is like that of the Roman gallies, but 
it fwells as it advances in height ; and the 
front aflumes an oval fhape like an amphi- 
Vol. II. P theatre, 
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theatre, with feats placed in the theatrical 
manner. This is the great orcheftra, 
which was filled with a numerous band of 

« 

muficians placed w fows, ong afaove the 
other: Over" this orcheftra, and a little 
behind it, thptc is a large dome fupported 
by fix Corinthian cojumnjj, and adprncd 
with a number of figures of foinjts *njj 
angeis ; and on the fummit of the dQO}£ 
there is a gigaQtiq fijver ftatue of St Rofij- 
lia.— The whole machine i$ dreflfed out 
with orange-trees, flower-pots, and trees 
of artificial cor^l. , The car flopped eyery 
fifty or fixty yarjis, when the orsh^ftra 
performed a piece of ipufjc, with fongs iijt 
honour of the faint, It appeared a^movW 
caftlc, and completely filled the great flxeet 
from fide to fide. This irjdqe^ wa$ t i£$ 
greateft ctffedvant&gei for the fpace it had to 
move in was in no, wife proportioned .to its 
fize, and the boufes feemed. to dwinjdler 

* * 

away to nothing as it . paffed along. This 
vaft fabric was drawrii by fifty^fix I^yge 

mules* 
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mules, in two rows, Curioady caparilbned, 
ted mounted by twenty-eight positions, 
dreffed in gold and filrfir ftuflfe, whh greai 
plumes of oftrich feathers in their hats.— 
Every window and baktotty, on both fides 
6f the ftreev Wert fatt <8f WeH-dnJffai 
peopfe, and the car watf folfowed bfiiiilxf 
thoufands of the loweir fort. Thfc tirhithpH 
Was* finished iti about ffir* houVs * dhd 
Was fucceeded by the beautiful illuminatioti 
6f the Merino* 



I believe I have already mentioried, that , 
there is a range of arches and \ pyramids 
extending froirt end'- to" end of this liobld 
faalk: thefe are painted, arid adorned witH 
artificial flowers, a'nd are entirely, covered 
with lamps* placed to very thick, that at 
ft lltrffe diftkrice tlife Whofe* appears fo many 
pyramids arid arches of f!a<m£ th6 whofe 
dhaih of this illumination' was about* a niile 
in lengthy afcd indeed you can Hardly' 
conceive any thing riictf e fplehdidl 'ttieri 

P 2 x WSH 
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jfras ho break 6r imperfection any wh&e % 
the night being fo ftill that not a firigls 
hmp was €xtinguHhed. ' 



• i 



; Oppofite to the center of this great line 
of light, there was a magnificent pavilion 
ere£ted for the viceroy and his company^ 
which- confifted of the whole nobility of 
Palermo : and on the- front ofr this* at 
fome little diflance in the fear, flood the, 
great fire-works, reprefenting the front; 
of a palace, adorned with Columns, arches, 

{rapines, and every ornament of..arcJri- 

*■*• — 

tenure* Ml the . chebecks, galleys, g'alf 
ltots, arid other, (hipping, were .ranged 
around this palace, and formed a kind of 
amphitheatre in the fea, inclofing it in t^e 

center. — Thefe began the fliew by a flit 

.. - f^.-.j.- 

charge of the whole of their art*ilery> th$ 

found of which, re-echoed from the mouj^ 

• » * 

tains, produced a very noble effect; they 
then played off a variety of water rockets, 
and bombs of a curious conftru&ion, that 

r ... • • * 

" ' ' ., ' . often 
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often bv&ft~befe>w. wa^; T&i* ep-otimjeA 

for half an hour, when* i$ an infant* 
the : : wfcolc of the palace was beautifully; 
illuminated; This was the fignal for the 

■ 

flipping to ceafe, and appeared indeed like 

3 piece of inchantment, as it was done 

altogether inftantaneoufly, -and without the 

appearance of any agent. At the fame 

time the fountains that* were represented xx% 

the court before the pa]ac§^b$g%n to fpoitfr 

up firs, and made a repjefeptation of fome 

erf" the great jet cPeqfar o£ Verifies aad : 

Marly. A& foon as thefe were extirir- 

guilhed, the C9urt aflmued the form, of; 

a great parterre ;. adorned with a variety 

of palnKtre^s of fire, interfperfed \yitk 

orange ♦ trees, flower-pots, vafes, and other 

ornaments. , Oi> the extinguishing qf thefe,, 

the illumination of the palace was like wife 

extinguifhed ; and the front of it broke 

o& into the 'ajpp^afSfticfc -of & variatyof 

fijnfc, jfta*Sr and wheels of fire, which in a 

ih^Tttime^ reduced it" to a perfe& ruin.; 
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And when all appeared (inilhed, ikert 
bur ft from ihe eetfter <jf the pile, a vaft 
explofion of two thouferid rockets, bombs, 
ferpents, fquibs, and devils, which feemed 
to fill the whole atmofphere; the fail of 
thefe made "* terrible havoc amongft thfe 
clothes of the poor people who were not 
under cover, but afforded admirable enter-* 
tainment to the nobility who were/ Du- 
ring this eshibi&fflfc we had a terndfome 
entertainment of -' coffee, - ices and fweet- 
meats, with a variety of excellent winefc 
tn the great paviliorrurthe center of the 
Marino; this was r at the expence* of the 
Duke of Caftellano, the praetor for inayor) 
of the* city ^ The principal nobility give 
thefe entertainments by turns eV*ry eight 
during the feftival, and vie wi& each other 

in their magnificence. 

* ... 

At (boo u the fir<jws*fc« weje fiai&ej4, 
tba viceroy west, out to fea in, t gajtey. 
richly illuminated. We chafe to Any on 
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ftott* to fee tke Afpekfa^Wt It ifiade at a 

iliftind^ It Wks ttrtrtfl by FeVenty-rw* 
daft* and Ihdeed rttad^'otte of ttte moft 
feeaftftfttl ^t>jfedb yoti cah irfiaghie; flying 
<ridl-T«ft velocity over the waters, a« 
fiaooth ami is dear at gfctfS, wfcfch fftohfe 
KJUtod it like a &km£, ; ahd refle&ed its 
ffclehdbur oh all fitfei. The bsfli hea£ 

* • • * 

fiibtf : to the Ffehcli^brtt«,t:Iarionet8, f aiKl 
trumpets, of which* there Was a natfiei-tsni 
banft oii the prow. 

The day's entertainment was concluded 
by the Corfo, which began exaftly at mid- 

* 

night, and lafted till two in the morning. 



h * » 



T he 'great ftreet was, illuminated in the 

fame iriagnificent manner as the Marino, 

• '. » ' * 

The r arches and pyramids were ere&ed at 
little .diftaricps from* each other, on both 
fides of thV ftf eet, betwixt the . foot-path 
aim tfle ijpace for carriages ; and when feen. 
ron? either of the, gates, appeared to he 

P 4 two 
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two continued lines of the brighteft flame* 
Indeed, thefe . illuminations are fo very 
different* and So , much fupeyior, ' to; any I 
have ever feen,: that I find it difficult to 
give any tolerable idea of thein.—Twft 
lines of coaches occupied the fpace betwixt 
thefe two lines of illumination* They 
were 44^, their greateft gala; and as they 
Often from the middle, and let. down on 
each fide, the beauty of the .ladles, th$ 
richnefs of their drefs, and brilliance of 
their jewels, were displayed in the moft 
advantageous manner. 

This beautiful train ,moyed flowly round 
and round for the fpace of two hours ; and 
every member of it feemed animated with 
a defire to pleafe.'-^l'he company appeared 
all joy and exultation :— Scarce two coaches 
pafled without fome mutual acknowledg- 
ment of affe&ion or refpe& ; and the 
pleafure that fparkled from every eye 
feemed to be reflected aud communicated 
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bf a kind of ; fjtmpathy through Ahe 
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' In fuch an affembl^lt Was' impoffible 
for the *h6art' not fcr dilate 'and expand'St* 
felf j— I' own ' mitie : wa$'~6ften fo full, that 
I ctful^ hardly finir ^fte*aiice j krid *I havfe 
fceri a" tragedy wtth leifs emotion ) than- 1 
^did J tbis fBerie -oFjo^T^ sftways thought 
thefe affe&ioAs kad bcfeh^ahgera to pomp 
and parade ; but here the univerfai' joy 
feemed really, tp fpring from the heart : it 
brightened up every countenance, and 
jpoke affe'Sion and friendfhip Frpin 'every 
face.— fro ftately air, — no fupercilioiis look; 
—all appeared friends and equals.— -An£ 

fore Lam, that the beauty pf the ladies 'w^s 

t • • • 

not half fo much heightened either by 
their dreft or their jewels, as by thit ait 
of complacency and good humour with 
Wbicli it Was animated* 



We 



ftg ATIOUR f HROUQtt 

ampngft the nobility) which gave M* * 
better opportunity of making thefe obferva- 
tion6*-*-I will qwnvrto -you* that I lave 
flew .brf»«J4 a, fl^c, o'e^tfy^fight;-- 
^nd if- iupefftitiop ^ftcn produces &«b 
iffe&f, I fmcerely wiflxAve had a little 
pore of it aipqj^jft ff ?fa t jl copldt have 
thrown myfttf down before &t« . BtofoUa, 
^od Iplpfled her, for, making fb matry people 

J»J>Efc ... 






We retired* about tw6 o'clock; but the 
variety of glittering fcenes and gaudy .ofe^ 
je&s ftill. vibrated before" my eyes, and 

prevented me' from fleeping; 'however, I 
am almoft aa much refrefhed as if I had : 

i j .♦■•'♦.' r - , . . 

* * •* • * - A, - I . > . „ „' 

but I really believe four more fuch days 
will be too much for any of' us.~ Indeed, 

I am fare that it; is fmpoffible to keep it 

* * .«» » _ ^ • 

up, and it muft neceffarily flag. , I think, 
from what I can obferve, they have already 
jpxbaufted almoft one half of their prepa- 

v rations $ 
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rations ? . how they are <o ftif>port $e «*tfa» 
four day», 1 own, ! do not jebapttBedtfi^ 



♦ • 



t r g 



s 

Ttkought to tare gi*?n you an account 
of every thing at mghi# after it *U6 over* 
but I find it impoflible ; flie fpirks ire too 
muck dyfflpated, aad fexhamfted, and the 
imagination is soofutt of obje&s to h$ atife 
to feparate theiri whht any degree of tegu* 
laiity^ flal^rfteyoiwherefore rcgul*$ 
the jiorrimg foHaariag r when this fever of 
the fancy has had' time to cool, aad when, 
things appear a* tjiey really &*&r*~Adietf 
then till to^ortoW^Hore i* a fine (hower,, 
which will cool {he air'and iave the trouble 
of watering {be Marino and the great 
ftfeet, which i* tiMft segularly **e*y Hkora~ 
ing when there & no tain* The th&mo* 
meter u at 7*3* ; k ' ,j • '* * 



V 



• * i- _< I . 1 . r , M , 4 J .> » 



l^tfo. I though - thqra ywld be a faii- 



«ft?j6>t#«^4^^ of e #.^ day. before, 
Th^/^g^a ky : &e;J^rfe-raqes. Thgrd 
were three races, and fix -Jborfef ftarted 
each race. Thefe were mounted by boys 
ef abant twelve years old* without either 
&ddfe L w.irtidle r hut ontya fmall piece of 
cord* by- 'way of bit> kk the hode V thouih* 
which k feems is fuflkieiU to fiop them.: 
The great Jlreefc was ? .theccourfe ; arid - to 
this end it was covered with earth to the 
depthofifive or flx.MtteheknrTFh^fifiaig of 
a cannon ilf the: JPort^EoKoe cvras the<%nal 
for/ftarting: ^nd. the Horfes feemed to 
ifcade/ftftctd this, for tfc*£ aU fet off at tmcey 

$iU fptedsu'iuid" continued rat their titmoffc 
flretchjtoltfePortol^^to, ^rtach^wad the 
winning ■ tgdBu : It « as 'fckaftly * iarte, arid; 
they nerfonsiedTif ;in a mtivte dacf 0iirty-r 
five fixond^ which* jo^nfideririg r:ttu^/ fizci 
of the horfes, (fcarce fourteen ; hands) jyfi; 
thought was very great. Thefe are gene- 
n&^B^/br * ifiixed breeds betwixt- flie 

Sicilfefi^ 

sea dreiTed* 



I 
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f 9 and made a pretty appearance. 
We were farprifed to fee Mow w^tf they 
ftuok on ; but indeed, I obfefved ttey had 
generally laid faft hold of the mane, ' 

i 

The moment before flatting, the ftreef % 

appeared . full of people j nor did we con- 
ceive how the race could poflibly be per* 
.formed. Our furprife was increafed when 

• . ' . • 4 , t 

we faw thehorfes run full ipeed at the 
very thickefl of this crowd, which did not 

begin to open, till they .were aljnpfl: cjefe 

•-■•,*• 

upon it.— -The people then opened, and 
fell back on each fide,, by -a regular uni-^ 
form motion, from bne end of the ftreet to 
the other* r This lingular ajiapgeuvre feem-i 
ed to be performed without any buflle or 
^orifufion, and the motti Alt thi'hoffes Were 

pift, they dofed again behmdtfcem. »mi 

ever, it deftroys great part of the plebfure 
of the race; for you cannot help ^ang 
under .apprehenfiona. for fuch a ' number 
of people, whom you every moment fee -« 

' : in 



• 1 
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kk-uttmtmmt daogeref being trod to death} 
for thfc muft kfcTkaWy be their fate, wet* 
Aey only % feqond or two later in- retbiag^ 
Thefe aoetdeaffe thef allow* have often, 
happened ; however* yefterday every body 
tfiafed. •.,.-'-.• 

i 

The vi&or was conducted 1 along the* 
ftreet in triumph, with his prize difplayecf 
before him. This was a piece of / white 
filk embroidered and worked with gold* 

Thefe races 1 think are much fttperior* 
to the common ftfle- of races m fta&f% 
which are performed by hdrfes alone with- 
out riders ; but tKey aire by no means ftf 

be compared to thofc in England. 

» - » 

The great ftreet w»* Hlominated in the 

m 

lame manner as oof the pifecbding. flight? 
and- the grand' conversation of the nobles 
wbtHeldat the archbifhop's palace^ whicb 
was richly fitted up i for die occafion. 

Th* 
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Tho gawka* w«to finely iitamfrufte&y 
*ndh put me in Band of our Vaoschatt 
ffeero "ware t«w> of cheibas (one at each 
tiwfyaad twa *try good band* of mufic. 
Th* enttrtainmoat Wae fptendid, and the 
acckbifhop (hewed attention and politencfir 
«z esety perfon of die company* 

Above ten o'clock: the great triumphal 
can marched back again inproceffion to the 
Mariao., I< wa5 richly illuminated with 
ifttg& wax tapers,, and made a moil; for* 
midable: figure,-- Don Quixote would: have 
hem may excofkble: in taking it for an 
inchanted caftle, moving through the air.— 
We did not leave the archbifhop's till 
midnight, when the Corfo began, which 
Was precifely the fame in every refpeft as 
the night before, and afforded us a delight- 
ful fcene. 



l4<tfc. LafV night the two great ftreeta 
and 4 the.- four gates- of Ate city that ter- 



minate 

• 
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s&utte them, Were illuminated in 'the itfbft 
fpi€6did mapnerr-Tliefe ftreets crafsj efceh 
other in the fcenter of the city, where, the/ 
form a beautiful fquare, called L4 JPJatfA 
Ottangolare^ from the eight angles they 
form. This fquare was richly: ornamented 
with tapeftry* ftatues, and artificial flowers 5 
and as the buildings which form its four 
fides are uhifortfi, and of a beautiful ardhi- 
te&ure, and at the fame time highly illu-< 
initiated, it made a fine appearance. There 
are four orcheftras ere&ed in it ; and the 
four bands of miific are greater than I had 
any conception this city could have pro- 
duced. 
* 

From the center of this fquare you have 
a view of the whole city of Palermo thus 
drefled out in its glory ; and indeed, the 
effect it produces furpafles belief. The' 
four gates that form the viftas to this 
fplendid fcene are highly decorated) and 
lighted up in an elegant taftej the illu* 

minations 
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minations reprefehting a viriety of trophies 
the arms of Spain, thofe of Naples, Sicily* 
and the city of Palermo, with theft guar- 
dian geiiiuffcs, &c. 

The ccmverfation of the ntibleS wis Kefd 
in the Viceroy's palace ; and the entertain*. 

.< • ' 

inent was ftill more magnificent than attty" 
bf the {attaint. * The gfleat firewdrtof of>po* 
fite to flie front of the palace began afteft 
o'clock, and ended at midnight;' -'aft** 
which we wetit to the Cbrfo, Which laftecf, 
as ufual, till two in the morning. Tim 
part of the entertainment ftill pJeafes us 
the moll ; . It is indeed the only part 6f it 
that reached the heart; and where this ifc 
hot the cafe, a puppet- fhew is jiift as febol 
&s a coronation.-— We have npw got ao 
quainted almoft with every countenance J 
and from that air of goodnefs and benig- 
nity that animates them, and which fefems 
to be mutually reflected from'l'-obe t$ ' 
the other, w6 are inclined to fotm the 
Vdi. II. CL ™<& 
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moft favourable opinion of . the peo- 
ple."* 



Our fireworks , laft night were greater 
than thofe of the Marino, but their effeffc 

* 

jlj&i&t pjeafe me fo much j the jreaat' of 
jtfcfc fea and the &ipp*ng wer^ 4wo capital 
franta. They iikewife r^pr^feme^ dye fro»jt 
ibf a palace, but *af a greater «ttettt« U 
*v»s illuminated too as tte former, and 
ihje wljole con&i$qd pretty piuch in th$ 
£&€ manner. We few if to jthe greateft 
advantage from t&e bakeries of jche iUt? 
apartmctatSt in tkt viceroys j>a^?c, where 
are bad ap ebgajrt coacert ; but,- to the no 
Jmalfdifafipoia^ Ga* 

fcri^i* the fineft fingpr, by* the moft 
*a$>ricK>u« mortal upon earthy did not chufe 
to perform* ..••*. 



' i jtfa. 'Three races, fix horfes each^ aa 
|if>raaeijy. They called it very good iport 
I cannot fay that I admired it.— A ppor 



creature 
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creature was rode down* ind r believe 
killed ; and o»e of the boys had liket^fe a 
faiL 

. The great aflembly of the nobility was 
held at the Judice MonafchiaV an,ofljp<?r 
of high truft and dignity. Here we had 
an entertainment in the fame ftile a& the 
Others, and -a good conaerk^Ateleveg 
o'clock the viceroy, attended by the wbol* 
company* r w#it on foot to yifit the iquare 
and the greaf churclu — We made a.pio*. 
digious -tram ; for thougH the city . w»a 
aU a lamp of light* the fervante of thp 
viceroy at>d nobility attended with wax 
flambeaux, to- (hew. in the way ♦ As fa» 
as the viceroy joatered the fqyare, the, four 
pj;cbeftras ftrucfc up a fymphony* aqr4 ton- 
tioued playing till he left it* : 

- ' » 

. The crowd ajound the church w*& very, 
great, and without the prefence of tfo: 
viceroy, it would have been impoffibl? for . 
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lis to get in : buc his attendants foon cleared 
the i paflages ; and at once entering the 
great gate, we beheld the moft fplendid 
fcene in the world. The whole church 
appeared a flame of light ; which, reflected 
from ten thoufand bright and fhiningfur- 
faC6s, of different colours and at different 
angles, produced an ef£e£t, which, I thint, 
exceeds all the descriptions of enchantment 

m w 

t have ever read: Indeed, I did not think 

that human art could have devifed any 

tiling fo fplendid. I believe I have already 

mentioned that the whole church, walls, 

roof, pillars, and pilafters were entirely 

covered over with ihirror/interfpferfeH'with . 
*» • ... 

gSlcf ^nd fifver paper, artificial flowers, 
&c. done up with great tafte and elegance, 
fy 4hat not one inch either of* ftone or 
plaifter wafc to- be feen.— Now, form an 
idea, if you can, of one of pur great ca- 
thedrals dreffed out in this manner, and 

■ • * 

illuminated with twenty thoufand wax 

tapers, and you will have foffie faint notion 
z-J of 
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of t&is fplendid fcene.— -I own it did greatly : 
exceed my expectations, although, from the . 
defcriptions we h$d of it, they were raifed 
wry high.-When we recovered from our 
fir ft furprize, which had produced, un-* 
known to ourfelves, many exclamations of 
aftonifhriient, I obferved' that all the eyes of 
the . nobility were fixed upon us ; and that 
they enjoyed 'exceedingly the amazement 
into which we were thrown. -—Indeed this* 
fcene, in my 'opinion, greatly exceeds aH: 
the reft of the fhew. 

I have often heard the illumination of 
St. Peter*$ fpokeri of as a wonderful fine 
thing : To indeed it is ; but it is certainly 
no* more to be compared to this, than the 
planet Venus is to the fun. — The effe&s 
indeed are of a different kind, and cannot 
well be compared together. 

* * 

This fcene was tod glaring to bear any 
coqfiderable time ; and the heat occafioned 

ST (^3 by 
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by the Immenfe number of lights, fcoft 
became intolerable.— •! attempted to reckon 
the number of luftres, and counted up? 
wards of five hundred; but my head 
became giddy, apid I was obliged to give ft 
up. — They affure us that the number of 
wax tapere is not left than twenty thou- 
fkn& There are eight-and-twenty altars, 
fourteen on each fide; thefe are dreffed 
out with the trtmoft magnificence ; and the 
great altar i$ ftill the mod fplendid of 
all 



When you think of the gaudy eiaterials 
that compofe the lining of this church, it 
will be difficult to annex an idea of gran- 
deur and majefty to it : at leaft, fo it ftruck 
me, when I was. firft told of it ; yet, I 
affure you, {he elegant fimplicity and unity, 
of the defign prevents this effeft, and give^ 
an air of dignity to the whole. 



It 
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It is on this part of the feew the people 

of Palermo value tbemfeWes 4 the eroft; 
they talk of alt the reft ad trifling in com- 
panion of this ; and indeed, I think it 19 
probable, that there is nothing of the kia4 
in the world that is equal to it. — It is 
ftrange they fhould chufe to be at fa great 
an expence and trouble* for a fhew of a 
few hours only;, for they have already 
jpfcgun this morning, to ftrip the church . 
of its gaudy drefs, and I am told it wiH 
Hot be finifhed for many weeks. 

From the church we went immediately 

- - - 

to the Corfo, which concluded* aa ufual, 
the entertainments of the day. 

16th. Laft night we had the full ilkr- 
raination of all the ftreets. — The aflembly 
was held at the praetor's, where there was 
an elegant entertainment and a concert.— 
Pacherottiy the ficft man of the opera, 
diftinguiflied himfelf very much. I think 

CL4 he 
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lie is one of the mod agreeable fingers 
I have ever heard; and am perfuaded, that 
in a few years, he will be very celebrated. 
Campanucci, the fecond foprano, is, I think, 
pfefefaMe- to moft that I 'have heard in 
Italy ; and you will the more eafily believe 
this, when ' I inform you, that he is en- 
gaged for next winter, to be the firft finger 
in the great opera at Rome, Is it not 
ftrange, that the capital of all Italy ; and* 
for the fine arts, (as it formerly was 
for arms) the capital of the world, fhould 
ccmdefcend to chufe its firft opera-per- 
former from amongft the fubalterns of 4 
remote Sicilian ftagc ? 

You will believe, thstf with two fuel* 
fopranos as thefe, and Gabrieli for the 
firft woman, the opera here will not be 
a defpicable one. It is to begin in . a few 
days, notwithftanding the extreme heat 
pf the feafon ; fo fond are the people here 
of thefe entertainments. 
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Their opera dancers are thofe you had 
kft year at London : they are juft arrived, 
and the people are by no means pleafed 
with them. We faw them this morning 
at the rehearfal; and, to their great fur- 
prize, addreffed ihem in Englifh. You 
cannot imagine how happy they were to 
fee us. Poor fouls! I was delighted to 
hear with what warmth of gratitude and 
affe&ion they fpoke of England. There 
is a mother and two daughters; the 
youngeft pretty, but the eldeft, the firft 

\ _ 

dancer, appears a fenfible, modeft, well- 
behaved girl ; — more fo than is common 
with thefe fort of people. Speaking of 
England, fhe faid, with a degree of 
warmth, that her good treatment in gene- 
ral could hardly, iafpire, that in her life 
flie never left ajay country with fo fore a 
heart; and had fhe only .enjoyed her 
health, all the world fhould never have 
torn her away .from it. — She Teemed aff- 
fe&ed when me faid this.-r-J acknowledged 

the 
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the honour ffce did die Engliflv nation ; 
but alleged that rhefe femiments, and the 

martner in which they were uttered, coukfc 

■ 

fcarcely proceed from a general love of the 
edtifttry.-^Sbe anfaered me with a fiaile, 
but at the fame time I could obferve the 
tear m her eye* — At that inftant we were 
interrupted; however, I (hall endeavow, 
if poflible, to learn her ftory ; for I am. 
perfuaded there is one : perhaps you may 
know it, 4$ I dare fay it is no fecret in 
London* 

« 

But 1 have got quite away from my 
fobje&y and had forgot that. I fat down 
to gnre your an account of the feaft-t 
Indeed, I wili own, it is a kind of fubjed 
1 by no means like to write upon;— I 
almoft repent that I had undertaken it, 
and am heartily glad it is now over*— It 
does very well to fee (hews j but their de~ 
fcription is of all things on earth the ma& 
tnfipid : for words and writing convey 

ideas 
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idea$ only hy a flow and regular kind 
of prbgrefs ; and while we gain one, we* 
generally tofe another, fo that the fancy t 
feldom embraces the whole ;— but when a 
fhoufand obje&s ffrike you at once, the 
imagination i§ filled and fatisfied. 

The great propeffion that clofes the fef- 
tival began at ten o'clock, — It only differed 
from other proceffions in this, that befides 
all the prieffs, friars, and religious orders 
of the city, there ^ere placed at equal 
difiances from each other ter* lofty ma- 
chines made of wood and pafteboard,, orna- 
mented in an elegant manner, reprefentin|; 
Temples, tabernacles, and a variety of beau- 
tiful pieces of architecture, — Thefe are fur- 
nifted by the different convents and re- 
ligious fraternities, who vie with each 
other in the richnefs and elegance of the 
work. Some of them are not lefs than 

* * 

forty feet high.— They are filled with 



\ / 
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figures of faints and of angels^ made of wax, 

* 4 1 * • * 

fo natural and fo admirably well painted, 

* • . ♦ 

/that many of them feemed really to be 
alive. All thefe figures are prepared by 
the nuns, and by them dreffed out in ricl*. 
robes of gold and filver tifTue, • , v-j *\ x - 

We were a good deal amufed a &$ jnom* 
ing to fee them returning home ii> ^o^fyef 
to their refpe&iye nunneries. — At firft . yr$ 
took them for ladies ip theij: gf ^ # d^e^ 
going out to vifit tfte chyrd^ y^iipi^v^ 
were told was the cuftom, and began to 
pull off our hat* as they went pafc-*- 
Indeed, we were led into this blunder by 
fome of our friends, who carried u$pu$ pa 
purpofe; and as they faw the collies 
approach, told us, This is the Prij>9£& 

* * * • 

of fuch a thing— there is the Dutphefs o£ 

fuph another thing j— and, in fhojrt, we had 

- * * 

piade half a dozen of pur beft bows, (to 

the no fm?ill entertainment of thefe wags} 

i * before 
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r ■ ■* 

before we difcovered the trick —They now 
infift upon it, that we are good Catholics, 
for all this morning we have been bowing 
to faints and angels. 

_ A great filrer.box, containing the bones 
bf St. Rofolia, clofed the proceffion. It 
was carried by thirty-fix of the moft re- 
4pe£able burgeffes of the city, who look 
upon this a* the greateft honour. 'The 
archbifhop -walked behind it, giving his 
benedidion to the people as he pafled/ 

* • ' r * • • » 

. . ' -» -. ' ^ - * 

-■ No footter b*d thepr-xe/Eon finifhed 
the tour of the great fquafe, before the 
JW*tbr f s palace, than the fountain in the 
center, one of the largeft and fineft is 
Europe, was converted into a fountain of 
fire ; throwing it up on all fides, and 
making a beautiful appearance. It only 
laflsd for a few niinutes, and was extin- 
guifhed by a vaft explofion, which eon* 
eluded the whole. As this was altogether 

unex- 
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•usexp&itf d t it produced a fme effe<3, aa4 
jfurprtfcd the ipe&ator* more tkaa any of 
4bc -gr«at fireworks had done* . : 

' * . i ■ 

• ...... , I 

There was a tatitual and friendly coii-a 
gratiih&iotk xan through Jtfte rarhole '.a£* 
ifembtyy whifh fbon aftet 'parted* audi 
this morning rrery tjiiag l$as once more 
ictATumed jt$; natfiral form and order 
ftoi 1 1 a&tffi 71311, we wew not more happy 
*t ; the &0#4ag bf the feftfr&k ttyaa we are 
now/at iip fr&ltffios* Every hadj wai 
fatigued and exhaufted by the perpetual 
feafeng, watching, ami ditfipation of theft 
ftVte days. ' Ifewever, ujpoS* the Airhole, W« 
fcafctf becft much delighted * wi& it, and 
may! with truth jpwmouwee, that the, enter* 
taiamente of the feaft of St* BoibUa art 
much beyond thofe of th?; holy ireefc at 
Rome ; of the* Afcenfioo, at Venice j or, 
indeed, any other fttttfal we have evet 
been witnefs of. 

6 

I believe 
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I believe! did <aot tell you, -ttut about 
if il or twelve jlays ago, as the time we 
fe4 appointed for our reftiru to Naples 
was elapjded, we had hired a foall v^el, 
And provided eyery thfog {qx q\xt depar* 
ture: we had even taken leave of the 
viceroy, and received our paflports. Our 
t&ggage and fea«4tore wasalready -on hoard, 
when* we* were fet upon hy our .ifriend^ 
and folicited with fo much earneftnefs an& 
cordiality, to give them another fortnight, 
that we found it impoffible to refufe it; 
and in confequence difcharged our veflel, 
and fent for our trunks. — I fhould not 
have mentioned this, were it not to fhew 
you how much more attention is paid 
to Grangers here than in mod places on 
the continent. 

We reckon ourfelves much indebted to 
them for having obliged us to prolong our 
flay ; as, independent of the amufements 

of the feftival, we have met with ib much 

hofpi- 
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hofpitality and urbanity, that it is now 
•with the moft fincere regret we find our* 

felves obliged to leave themr - Indeed, had 

., » < *■ 

we brought our clothes arid books J from 

• • - * 

Naples, it is hard to fay how long we 

might have flayed. 

- - - * j. 

We have.fent to engage a veffel, but 

probably (hall not fail for five or fix days* 

Adieu. 
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LETTER : XXXI. 

' Palermo, July 19th. 

'Vl/'E have riotar had time to enquire a 
" : ' little into Tome of the antiquities of 

this ifland, atid have found ftveral people, 
' particularly • the prince: of Torremuzzo, 
' who^have.made this die great obje&„pf 
^ their ftiidy.: HoVrever r I find we muft 
' wacfe through oclans x>f fi&ion, * before 
r we can arrive at any thing certain or .fatif- 
'/fa&ory. 

• * 
,,„ Moft of the Sicilian authors ' agree in 

deriving their origin from Ham, or as they 
..call him, Cham, the fon of Noah, who, 
;they, pretend, is the fame with Saturjn. 
They t teH vou that he built a great city, 
which from him was named Camefena. 



■* - * • - **+ * 



, There hayp b$en violent, difputes about the 
. VoImJI. R fituation 
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fituatioo of this city :— Berofo fuppofes it 
to have flood, where Camariria was after- 
wards founded, and that this was only 
a corruption of its 'primitive name. But 
Guarneri, Carrcra, and others, combat this 
opinion, and, affirm/ that Caqiefena ftood 
near the foot of iEtna, between i^ciand Cat- 

m * — ' 

tania, almoft oppoflte to fhefe three rqcks 
that ftill bear the name of the Ctyql0p§.'*T]Ja- 
deed Carrera mentions an ihfaiptioo'tl&t he 
- had feenin a ruin, near Aci, fupgbfed tohare 
been the fepiilchre of Acis, which he thinks 
puts thfe matter oiit Qf doubt. . Thefe.are 
his words : u Hasc eft infcriptia vetuftae 
cujufdam tabellae reperte in pyramide fe- 
pulchri Acis, ex fragmehtis vetuftiffimae 
Chamefenae, urbis hodie Acis, conditae a 

'^.' ? • ' ' ' i " ♦-'"•. •-» "V> rrr^' {Uo 

Cham, ^igantum principe, etiam nuncupate 
Saturno Chamefeno, in l pfomontorio* Xi- 
phonio, ubi adhiic hodie * vifuntuf folo 
aequata anti'qua velHgia, 'et rulnse difltae 
urbis et arcis in miula pfope Scopulos 

- ^Cya^pum, 



r 

t 
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t^rdopum, fct - retime t adltac findopatufa 
nomen La Gazzena." 

% . This fame Cham they tell you w$s a 

» , * . . . 

Very great fcoundrel* and that efenus, 

which fignified infamoui, was added to his 

name, only to denote his character. Fa2- 

zello fays.'he married his own fifter, who 

was called Rhea : that Ceres was the fruit 

of thi$ marriage j that "flie did not inherit 

the Nfices of her father, but reigned over 

Sicily with gr?at wif3om and moderation. 

That fhe. taught her fubje£ks the method of 

, making bread and wine, the materials for 

. which their ifland produce^ fpoataoeoufly 

in great -abundance. Th a t her daughter 

Preferpine was. of equal beauty and virtue 

with herfelf. That Orius king of Epirus 

. had demanded her in marriage, and on a 

, refu&l, carried her off by force ; which 

rSgacve -oocafion to the wild imagination of 

. Greece, to invent the fable- of the rape of 

. Proferpiae by Pluto ki»g jpf - Hell, tfcj* 

R 2 Orius 
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Onus being of a morofe arid gloomy dit- 
po fit ion. 

Ceres has ever been tbe favourite deity 

* • . » * 

'of the Sicilians. She chbfe her feat of em- 

' r • 

pire ih the center of the ifland, on the 
top of a high hill called Enna, where fhe 
founded the city of that name. It is ftill 
a confiderable place, and is now called 
Caftragiovanni ; but little or nothing re- 
main of the ruins of Enna. 

* * * 

Cicero gives a particular #fcfeoiirit of this 
place. He fays, from its iituation in tfie 
center of the ifland, it was called Umbilicii* 
' 'SiciKti; and defcribes it as one of the moft 
beautiful and fertile fpots in the world. The 
temple of Ceres at Eniia was renowned all 
"ovd- the heathen world, atid pilgrimages 
*wer6 made to it, as thfey Art at prefent to 
* Lor etto; Faizelld faysi it was held in Fildh 
veneration, that when the city was fufr- 
prized and pillaged by the llaves and bar- 
barian** 



* » 
« < 



«•.♦:•-* 
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barians, they did not prefume to touch this 
facred temple, although it contained more 
riches than all the city befides. 

There have been violent difputes amongft 
the Sicilian authors, whether Proferpine was 
carried off near the city of Enna, or that 
of JEtna, which flood at the foot of that 
mountain, but it is of mighty little con- 

* # 

fequence, and more refpedt, I think, is to 
be paid to the fentiments of Cicero, who 

gives it in favour of Enna, than the whole 

j • • • j 

of them. Diodorus too is of the fame 
opinion, and his defcription of this place is 

• _ 

almoft in the very words as that of Cicero, 
They both paint it as a perfect paradlfe ; 
abounding in beautiful groves, clear fprings 
and rivulets, and like -/Etna, covered with a 
variety of flowers at all feafons of the yean 
To thefe authorities, if ybu pleafe you may 
add that of Milton, who compares it to pa- 
radife itfelf. * • • 

v • * 

* ♦ « . • 

R 3 Nor 
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——— Nor that f»ir fieldt 
Of Enna, wbercProferpii»fig^Iwiflg^««|«^ 
Herfclf a fairer flower* by gloomy, Pis, 
Was gathered. 

If you want to have a fuller account of 
{his place you will find it in Gcerp's plead? 
ings againit Verres, and in the fifth book 
of Diqdorus.<— I have converfipd 'with fe- 
deral gentlmen who ha^ they 
afluje nje that it ft ill anfwerp i# a great 
meafure to the d^fcription of thefe a#thor«, 
~Medals, I am tpl4f. are ftill found, with 
*n elegant figure of Ceres t ^nd an ear of 
wheat for the reyerfs ; but Lhwe $q$ bflto 
atjle to procure any of them. 



wa* another temple in S#u}y not 
Ws celebrated than this ose of Ce*es,— It 
was dedicated to Venus Execioa* and, like 
the other too, was built on the fummit 
of a high mountain. The aqtient mt#P 
pf this mountain was Eryx/ or as the Si- 

' ' cito« 
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cilians call it Erice, but it is now called St. 
Tuliaiio/ J Both mountain and temple are 
often mentioned by' the Greet arid Latin 

. .V I t r 

hiftorians, * and happily the Sicilian ones 
have no difpute' about W fixation dr origin, 
which tney make to be a 1 molt as antient as 
that oi Ceres.— IJiodonis fays, that ttedalus, 
after nis flight from Crete," was hofjStaEly 
received hefe, and by his wonderful IkiH 
in archite&ufe added greatly to the beauty 
of this temple. He ehriched it with manjr 
fine pieces of iciilpture, but particularly 
with the figure of a ram of fuch exqiiifite 

wofkmanfhip that it appeared to be alive. 
This, I 'think, is likewife mentioned by 
Cicero. 

jfi£neas too in his voyage from Troy to 
Italy* landed in this part of the ifland, and 
according to Diodorus and Thucydides, 
made rich prefents to this temple ; but 
Virgil is not fatjsfied with this; he muft 
raife the piety of his hero {till higher, and, 

R 4 in 
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in oppofition to all the hiftorians, makes 

iEneas the founder of the temple*. Its 

. '. ■ * 

fame and glory continued to increafe for 
many ages ; and it was ftill held in 
greater veneration by the Romans,, than it 
had been by the Greeks. Fazzello fays ; 
and quotes the authority of Strabo, that 
feyenteen cities of Siqily weje lai£ under 
tribute, tp jaife a fufficient revenue to fup- 
port the dignity, and enornjous expeaces 
pf this temple. Two hundred fpldien* 
yrere appointed fojf its gi\ardi, and the num- 
ber of its priefts, prieftefle?, and minifter? 
male and female, were incredible* 

At certain feafons of the year, great 
numbers of pigeons, ^hich \yere, fyppofed 
to be the ^tte^dapts pf Venus, ufed to pafe 
betwixt Africa and Italy ; an^ refting foj: 



• Turn vicina aftris Erycino in vcrticc fede. 
Fundator Veneri Idaliee/tumtiloqae facerdo; 
Et locos late facer additur Anchifaaeo, 
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fbme days on mount Eryx, and roimdf 

this temple, it was then imagined fey the 

, . - « . 

people that the goddefs herfelf< was there 

«•* - - » * ^ , 

in perfon ; and on thefe occafions,' he fays,* 
they worfhipped her with all their might.* 
— Feftivals were itiftituted ;n honour of 
the deity, and the moft modeft woman 
^ras, only looked upon as a, p^ude, that re* 
fufed to comply with the rites. However, 
there were not many complaints of this 
Jrind; and it has been alleged, that the 
ladies of Eryx were ipmetimes feen looking 
put for the pigeons long before they arrived : 
and that they ufed to fcatter peas about the 
temple, to make them flay as long as pof, 

Venus was fucceeded in her pofleffions 
of Eryx by St. Juliano, who now gives his 
name both to the city and mountain ; and 
indeed he has a very good title, for when 
the place was clofely befieged, the Sicilians 
tell you, he appeared on the walls armed 



*?#* %*■» .*ftftg[ *#"$* >?S » 

their h6els, and left him ever fince in quiet 
twfleffion of it.*— -It would have been lone: 

' Many medals * are found in the neig&- 
tourhood, but there is not the leaffc vefti&e 
of fins celebrated temple.— Some marbles 
wftk infcriptions and engravings th&t have 
been found deep Wlow ground ar6 almoft 
the onlv remaining monuments of its ex- 

iftence. Suetonius fays, that it had even 

* ♦ *. ♦ , 

fallen to rums before the time of Tiberius ; 
but as Venus was the favourite divinity of 

X ' ~\ ' 

that emperorv he had ordered it to be 
magnificently repaired; however, it 19 
fomewhat difficult to reconcile this with 
Strabo'$ account > who tells us, that even 
before his time it had been totally abaa- 
doqgdi arjd indeed th>s feems mof| pro* 
bable, as every vcftige of it has now dilap* 

peared f 



peared, which, knot Gonj^vly the c*(* 
witk the greai works of thfii aga of /Ey 

tieriua* 

iEaeas. boded alt Afc pwt off Dwpaauow 
at the foot of tl%io sapunttvia. l^ece fee loft 
his father Anchifeftj ia hpooOT 9$ ^bom* 
oa kis return fo«& CJartljagg about a yea* 
*ft«, fag. .ccfcriferaj^A t^e gamea. that mat? 
fo great a figure in &g. ifoieadb . w,hi<& Virgil 
intro^vrces with a good deal of addcefa at 

1 

a compliment to the piety of Auguftus» 
vrho had inftituted games of %h& fame kuu| 
in honour of Juliua Cxkx> hi* fiather by 
adoption* * 

|| i? fogijlar, thajt yirgiil's account 4f 
this part of Sicily fhould be fo very differ- 
ent frpm that of Earner? wh^n tfcere q^i 
fo (hojt 4 ipace, only a few njoath*, be-. 
tvrpea the times that theii; two heroes yi r 

fel ft^tydeed* Virgil fe*n$ tp ^$ve fclp 

^ low«d 
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lowed the hiftorians, in his conduct of thiq 
part of his poem, more than the fentiments 
pf Homer j who makes this very country 
where ./Eneas wis fo hofpitably received, the 
habitation of Polyphemus and the Cyclops^ 
where Ulyffes loft fo many of his compa-* 
nions, and himfelf made fo very harrow 
an efcape. The ifland of Licofia where he 
moored his fleet, lay very near the port of 
Drepanum, and Homer defcribes the ad-? 

venture of Polyphemus to have happened 

* * 

on the Ihore of Sicily, oppofite'to that 

ifland* Virgil has taken the liberty to 

change the fcene of a&ion, as he was betr 

ter acquainted both with the geography and 

hiftory of the country than Jlomer ; and 

* .*. ■ • , - • 

perhaps with a'good deal of propriety places 

it at the foot of mount JEtna. I am afraid 

there is not fo much propriety in his 

- ... ^ 

changing the a£fci<5n itfelf, and contradififc- 

ing tfie account that Homer gives of it. F6r 

Ulyffes fays that Polyphemus devoured four 

of 
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*6f hi* compinJonS ;- but thai he, by his act- 
drtfs* fdved all* tbft reft, ahd was himfclF 
the laft that efcaped but of the cavd 

rNofr Virgil makeb Ulyffes to 'have told a 
lie, lor he ^r mi ►that he left Achemenides 
behind hiih* ; \arid Achemenides too givw 
a -different accoo&t of this affair from 

rUlyfles r he affnfes iEneas, that Polypho- 

?ffiilsoctevbured ;oaly two of hiicompanidns?; 

-after which they put out Hie *ye, ;;« fa^ito 
V^/bJt with a fharp wea'ppn ^ which rather 

- gives the Idea dfaifpekr or jav£lin,» than that 
fof -% A greai beam $f wood made red hot in 
• the fire, 1 as- Hornet 1 defcribes if_" But them 
^arel many fucl\ pafiages.rsDoa^t you think 
-ihey feem either to T indicate a negligence. fii 

- Virgil; or a "Want xrf deference for his maf- 
V ter I neither of. which, I believe, he hks 

ever been accufed of 



« * 



v The Sicilian authors are by no means 
-^leafed with Virgil for making jflEneas the 

founder 
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fouo&r $£-th« temple <?lV^»r&$<»Ba« 
Ufcey, Vitt oiily a^\Y tftu $$ tfqjo^y: jvfcch 

-blinding of his fhi|*/did, fa h&efrfof ftis 
aricfther. Vitoufe,. fctiU»jtbft i$ty i£j£tpz 
around fcentimples T>At fchcy #tlt fcflft ftpob 
at> that tBe ten4>le'>*as taftt by :Er7&» %r ts 
they tall irim Erice, .another fan of Yerifo, 
'but touch aldei' ffcan -#J*d*r; r the iaoie that 
^ras.lbund to! be* 4b cq^al^rfnatf^for-Hftr- 

^tkJto. 'The r fp6t inh&jt this . k : %pfx>fed 
Srt fcave: hafipen&k jfl ifriret tins. the. ^fte 
irttffcxafai& Ec&di)- 'the fidd of 
:Hercales; ^Through ibe vrftole fifth book 
•W the\fineid,.<hi^ Efyxr i* itUed* the b?«- 
nfcfar M c a£ri£a6( ; aid,' in iris account .of 
the games, Virgil ihtrbdhces: thofc rcry 
gauntlets with which he fought with l£«r- 
scutes, fin^Boc \ipfo Uttsnce), In Ifhis ^tery 
^fifcld. 'The 'Aght of %hith > frdftT 4fc« 
• ! " •: -Si $ . enorgjoua 
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enormous fize, aftonUhts the whole hoft, 
and frightens the champion Dares fo much 
that he refuses 'to #gh*. 

t 

Adieu. The opera begins in two days; 
'after W&cfe, I Mk r WMll £&i &fc 
leave of &cify. - " 

tveryourt. 



i* * — 



J . 
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Letter 






' .... ?«krmo f , July. 21 ft; 

Y?STE'Rjp AY we walked up to the 
, Monte Pelegrino to pay oijr refpe&s 
to St. Rofolia* and thank her for the va- 
riety of entertainment flie has aflForded us* 
It is one of the moft fatiguing expeditions 
I ever made in my life. The mountain id 
extremely high, aftd fo uncommonly fteep, 
that the road up to it is very properly 
termed la Scala> or the Stair t before the 
difcovery of St. Rofolia* it wis looked 
upon as almoft inacceflible, but they have 
now at a vaft expence cut out a road, over 
precipices that wer6 almoft perpendicular. 
We found the faint lying in her grotto, in 
the very fame attitude in which fhe is faid 
to have been difcovered ; her head reclin- 
ing gently upon her hand, and a crucifix be- 
fore hen This is a ftatue of the fineft white 

marblei 
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marble, aad at moft wqoifilt workman- 
(hip. it is placed in the inner part of tht 
cawrn, on A* very fame fpot where 8c fto* 
folia expired It it the figureof a lo*dy youag 
girf of aWt|t fifteen, (n an *& <?f dttotsoo* 
The artift fca* fbund raeam to throw fp&&» 
thing that is, ^ctrejpely torching, into the 
countenaooe ao4 *|f of tfctf fr&«ju£ul ftatue. 
I never in Ifey life (aw doit that afFe&ed me 
fo much, and am not ftirprifect that it 
fhould have captivated the hearts of the 
people. It is covered with a robe of beaten 
gold, and il adortiad m(h fame valuable 
jewels. The earve is of a confiderable ex- 
tent, and extremely damp, fo that the poor 
little faint mud h^vp Jia£ very cold un- 
com&rtajblp quarters. They have built a 
church around it ; and appointed priefts to 
watch over thefe precious relics, and receive 
the offerings of pilgrims that vifit (hem. 



An kftWim W*& by the fea#d # 
Vol. II. S from 
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from this mountain* It is (aid thfLt fhe was 

diflurbed in her retreat there, and had 

• .* 

wandered from thence to mount Pelegrino, 
as a mote retired and inacceffible place. 
I (hall copy it exactly, as it is preferred in 

the poor little faint's own Latin, 

EGO ROSOLIA 

SINIBALDI QUISQUI- 

NE ET ROSARUlf 

DOMINI FILIA A MO RE 

DEI MEI JESU 

CHRIST! 

IN HOC . 

ANTRO HABIT4* 
RI DECREVI. 

After St. Rofolia was feared from the 
cave where this infcription was found, fhe 
was never more heard of, till her bones 
were found about five hundred years after, 
in this ipot. 

The profped from the top of mount Pe- 
legrino is beautiful and extenfive. Moft 
of the Lipari iflands are difcovered in a very 
clear day, and likewife a large portion of 
6 xpount 
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inount JEtna, although at the diftance of 
almoft the whole length of Sicily* The Ba- 
garia too, and the Colle, covered over with 
a number of fine country houfes and gar- 
dens, make a beautiful appearance. The 
city of Palermo ftands within lefs than two 
iniles of the foot of the mountain, and is 
feen to great advantage. Many people went 
to this mountain during the time of the 
great illumination, from Whence they pre- 
tend it has a fine effect; but this unfor- 
tunately \fe neglected, 

Near the middle of the mountain, and 
not far from its fummit, there flili appears 
fome remains of a celebrated caftle, the 
origin of which the Sicilian authors carry 
back to the mod remote antiquity* Mafia 
fays* it is fuppofed to have been built in 
the reign of Saturn immediately after the 
flood ; for in the time of the earlieft Car- 
thaginian wars, it was already much re- 

m 

fpe£ted on account of its venerable anti-% 

S %. ■ quity. 
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<juity.— It was then a place of ftreftgth* aa£ 
It often mentioned by the Greek hitoriftift, 
Diodorus fays, in his twtntythitd tnek, 
that Hamilcar kept poffeflion of it for throe 
years, againft all the power 4>f the Romania 
who, with an ariny of forty thmriand fflfca, 
attempted in tain to diflodge hitti. 

the flotation of Palermo is feea, I think, 
to more advantage from the Monle Pelqga- 
no than from any where elfe. This beautt- 
ful city (lands near the extremity of a kind 
of natural amphitheatre, formed by high 
and rocky mountains ; but the cotmtry that 
ires betwixt the 'city and theft mouritaftlfr, 
is <0oe of tire richeft and moft beauttftil 
fpote in the world. The whole appeal* a 
magnificent jgarden, filled with frufMHJBI 
6f e>ery Species, imd Watered by cleat fiftm* 
fern's «htd titutets, that form a Variety fcf 
windings through this .delightful plate."-**' 
From the finguiarity «f this fituatfcto, *4 
well as from the richnefs of the fo$K fci* 
5 lermo 



•.' 
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kmp b*» b*4 wwj fleering epithets to- 
fewvd »po» it » partiwUrty by the poets* 
yffrb**} tewmmf*4 i\ &K4 #*r+ The 
Getfe» Sfe#fl> vteeh Is « owe cxpro^Tc 

fcotfc of lift fitttattoa aijd ricfeneJt. It has 
Utewife few &U* 4*a* fc$r, Dfcrfiu &> 

$ef, $9 laifcug $h& fff ft/j* hap heejt 
a4fc4 tp its wnWf by which ypjupjll fin# 
fcjPiqjtufoed e?W in. the 9*9*. 

Mw>y of (h|? etymuip^ifta j$?ge, <M it 

\s ftom fjhe ricjtoefc e-f this y»lley tfffl \t hatf. 
its original nan*, of PwprmW) nrlwh, jo, 
tjhe old) Greek Janpage, they pretend, j% ~ 
njfeg AH a^ardd* 1 b# others #y there is 
09 <K»fipa for fining fjgnlfiffations, acuj 
aflbrfy With japre appeajrawe pf piaufihility, 
tfct U was eaUep* Jfyhuvw, ffW &? fi*e 
*ad jcpnYieniewy of its harhpurs* jane of 

whjfh ifrepor^edmitien0ytohavecxte^s4 
intp $hc very cenjcr ef the city. Aadtfett 

Vl the aftoiggt Dtofcrw gfop of it I »*VW 

S 3 called 



1 
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called Panormus, fays he, becaufe ite 
bbur even penetrated to the very innermoft 

_ * 

parts of the city, Panormus in the Greek 
language fignify ing All a port : And Proco- 
pius, in his hiftory of the wars of the 
Goths, aflures us f that in the time of Be— 
lifaiius, the port was deep enough for that- 
general to run his fliips up to the very walls 
of the city T and give the aflault from them. 
It is not now fo well intitled to this name 
as it was formerly. Thefe harbours have 
Been almoft entirely deftroyed and filled up ; 
»oft probably I think by the violent tor- 
rents from the mountains that furround it \ 
Which are recorded fometimes to have laid 
wafte great part of the city, Fazzello 
fpeaks of an inundation of which he was 
an eye-witnef$, that came down from the 
jnountains with fiich fury, that they thought 
the city would have been entirely fwept 
away. He fays, it burft down the wall 
near to -the royal palace, and bore away 

» 

fvery thing that oppofed its paflage; 

churchy 
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1 

churches? convents, , houfes, to the numbed 

« * 

of two thoi^fand, and drowned upwards of 
threelhetffend people— Nowthe fragments 
aad-rtf ine-carried - to the fea by fuch a tor- 
tfeat alone would be fufficient to fill up a 
little harbour, 4b that -we are not to be fur- 
prifed, that thefe capacious ports, for which 
it had. been fo much celebrated, no longer 
exift. 

Next to Chamefeno, Palermo is gene* 
rally fuppofed to be the mod apcient city 
in the ifl^nd. Indeed, there ftill remain, 
fome monuments that carry back its origin: 
to the times of the mod remote antiquity. 
A biihop of Lucera has wrote on this fubn 
je&. lie is clearly of opinion, that Pan 
lermo was founded in the ,days of the firft. 
patriarchs. You will laugh at this;— fq 
did I; — but the bifhop does not go tQ 
work upon conje&ure only : he fupports 
his opinion with fuch proofs, aft I own * to 
you, ftaggered me a good deal. A Chal-t 

S 4 dean 



* 
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dean urfcrij^tkm wa» difcovercd about $4. 
hundred years «go, to a blotfc of whit$> 
marble j it was in toe itigo of WiJiiftflfc U*. 
whs anierfld il to bt ttanfUfed into hat'ia^ 
and Italian, Th$ biiJkOp fry* tWt **% 
many fragments -in PftliJrmo with bfoke& 
iiu^ptk>ns i a thU hwigusge j ae&igej&ft fc* 
think it beyon4 * 4<h^ that #\e city wa* 
founded by the Chaldeans, in the very earl$ 
ages of the world. This i* the literal trans- 
lation ;-*— * r-« During the titoc that Ifaac t 
«* tile ion of Abraham, leigtfed in the talley 1 
rf of ftaniafcus, a!ud Efau/ tfoe finj of Ifeae t 
«* in tdufliea, a great unihitudcof Hebrews, 

* accompanied by many of the people of 
41 Damafcus, and taany Phcti^ckris, coming 

* ihto this Triangular iflan<fc tOi% tip thei* 

* habitation ift this moft faeautifqjjj * place, 
4* to Which tHey gave the name of ^nor* 

"niu%. M ..;•.'.;■-. 

J . - * 

The bifhop tftafatet another Chaldean, 
infcriftion, fdudk is md«d a great curio? 

Si 




NSf 
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fyy. It is Aill pre&rredj though not with 
that care that fa valuable' a n>o$uoaeat of 
antiquity deferves. It j$ placed oyer oof 
of the old gates of the city, and, when that 
gtftt &fts WYttiin it will p-dbibly lie fop 
e*c> Joft. i 1%* tranftttion 'It in latin, but 
Khali $iv* ityw m£»g*fhi~*-W' Time 
^ is oo othir Obd bat one Gbdv Theni a 
»«<^r^e*k«tthuiWGod. Thex* 
<* is n© other' cottaaevor but this God odxanx 
« weadoi-c. Th* w&ifeaftder'o^ this towier 
» fe Saphu, thfe foa of EKphsr, £>a of Efeu, 
^bf other of Jacob, fon of Haao, feaotf 
** Abraham, The name of the tower it 
<f Baych 9 and the name of the neighbour* 
f i^g» tb^eritf harat.'' 

7 » . .41.. . ... * 

Thefe two iofcriptiaas feem to reflect * 
Qtt&ttUiigfet upon each other. Fazzelloha» 

• i 1 

pf eferved , th«aa both, and, «marki upon 
tfele lftft* that % appears evidently from k» 
th*t the tower of Baych was- built aatece* 
fag tothe time «f $apho, (or, -a* we tran^ 

late 



z*6 A TOUR THROUGH 

late it, Zcphu) who is only mentioned a» 
commander of the tower, but not as it* 
founder, 



* 



-. |>ait of tfcfi. raias of this tower ftili re* 

# 

main, and many more Chaldean infcrip- 
turns have been found amongft them* but 
fo broken and mangled, that little could. 
be made of them. Fazzello is in great in- 
dignation at fome mafons he found demo- 
Hfhing thefe previous relica t and, complains 
bitterly of it to th? fena$e» w^om he witk 
fafae upbraids for thej* aegjig^ice ap4 



-»"' ' 



Converting on this fubjeQ; t'other, night 
with a gentleman who is well verfed in, 
the antiquities of this place,! took the 

t m t 

liberty of objecting to the Greek etymo~ 
logy; Pan-ormus, it appearing* extremely 
abfurd to give a Greek name to the city 
long before the exiftence of the Greek na- 
tion : 1 added, that I was a' good deal 
1 furprifed 
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furprifed Fazzello ha$ not attempted tQ 
account for this feemipg abfurdity. He 
allowed the apparent validity of the ob- 
jedioq, and blamed Fazzeljq for his negli- 
gence j but allured me, that Pan-ormus, oz. 
fomething very nearly of the fame found, 

fignified in the Chald ? an l^ua^e, *nd 
likewife in tjie Hebrew, a paradife, or de- 
licious garden ; and that the Greeks pro- 
bably finding it fo applicable, never though^ 
of changing its name. This I was in no 

» i _ ^^ 

capacity to contradict. — He added too, that 
Panormus wa§ likewife aq A^abiq word," 
and fignified This water ; which probably 
wa$ the reafon that the Saracens did not 

• > , 

change its name, as they have done that of 
almoft every thing elfe ; as this is a§ appli- 
cable and as expreffive of the fituation of 
Palermo, as any of the other etymologies ; 
it being furrounded on all fides with beau- 
tiful fountains of the pureft water, the na- 
tural conference qf the yicjuaity of the 

mountains. 

fray 
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Pray mew this letter to c^r fr'&t&iMr* 
Crofts, and dcfire bis fcnii^en,ts|bi tjefc 
etymologies and antiquities. Jerihfca^uw 
not forgot his cQtnmiftqn, and. fhall procure 
him all the oldeft and mofl; i^inteUii 
books in Pakrmo; b$ I muftjfaeg, fa* 

rcpofe and tranquillity of VtyfoM 

will not republifli them. ' pn thefig condin 

tions, 1 fend him a moll 

it is part of a Chaldean 

been exadily copied % 

marble found in the 

Eaych. — I o^n I i 

it translated : the j 

made nothing of it : 

yacity to aflift them. 
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l?o . a took tHfeotJGti 

*umz 



On confulting the Bible/ I find, that ill 
our tranflation, this fori: of KfaU is called 
Eliphaz, and Eliphaz' fon, Who was cap- 
tain of this tower, Zepho. The variation, 
of the names you fee is but trifling. It is 
not improbable that the other tower, PhA- 
rat, by a (mall variation of the fame kind, 
ha* 



1 
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Lam|^rom {heir coufin, Pharez, 
Jud|h, who got the ftart of his 
iraiit Y$pu will find the fbry at 
thT end of the thirty-eighth chapter of 
Goatfis. The thirty-feventh chapter will 
givflj you feme account of Eliphar and 

ft I><-»^»d no etymology for 
the name of the tower Baych. I dare fay 
r. Gr#tt|$an t^l ybtt what it means.— 
■ez jfigai£es a breach ; a very inau- 
rs^^ie pjae wj^ild think for a tower* 
Adieu. The weather has become exceed- 
i^ji hot. The thermometer is at 80. 

Ever your 9 ** 





. 1 
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LETTER XXXfflw 

; Paten* Mr M^ 

TN the courfe cf our acquaintance with 
feme gentlemen of fenfe and abfieraatftoa 
1ft thit place, we have learned many thiags 
concerning the ifland, that perhaps «tay be 
worthy of your attention; and a* this day 
is fo hot that I cannot go out, I fltal! eft* 
deavour to recollefit feme o£ them, bath 
for jour amitftment and my own* The 
thermometer is up at 8i£. — So you may 
judge of the fituation of our northern con- 
fiitutions. 

There is one thing, however, that I 
have always obferved in thefe foutbern 
climates ; that although the degree of heat 
is much greater than with us, yet it is 
not commonly attended with that weight 

and 
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Mad opprcffion of fpirits that ^geoeraily £c« 
tonapptoy our ful try days 1*1 fmiamfr.r-I aft 
foreo that in iueh.a.day .as {bis, in JBng- 
land, we fhould he papting for breath $ 
and no mortal would think ei&er of read- 
ing or writing.- — That is not the cafe -here; 
I netel: was ki better fpirits in ay life* 
Indeed I believe the quantities of ice we 
cat may contribute a good deal towards it; 
for I find, that in a very -violent teat, there 
is no fuch cordial to the fpirits as ice, or a 
draught of ice* water : it is not only frQux 
the cold it communicates, but, like the 
Cold bath, from the fuddennefs of that com- 
munication, it braces the ftotnach, apd give? 
a new tone to the fibres.— It is ftrange that 
this piece of luxury (in my opinion the 
4preateft of all, and perhaps the only healthy 
-one) fhould (till be fo much neglo&ed with 

U8. 

I knew an Englifh lady at Nice, whQ 
ia,a fhprt time was cuwd.of^a.tbyeateping 

Vol- II. T «oa- 
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confumption, only by a free indulgence in 
Che life of ices ; and I am perfuaded, that 
in fkirful hands, few remedies would be 
more effedual in many of our ftomach and 
inflammatory complaints, aft hardly any 
thing has a ftrdngdr or more immediate 
effeG: upon the whdle frame; and furely 
our adminiftetihg of warm drinks and 
potions in thefc complaints tehd often t6 
nourifh the difeafe.— It is the common 
jfrattice here* in inflammatory ffevert* to 
give quantities of ice-water to drink ; nay, 
fo far have they carried it, that Dr. 
Sanghes, a celebrated Sicilian phyficiafl, 
covered over the breaft and belly of his 

* 

patients with fnow or ice ; and they aflure 
us, in many cafes, with great fuccefs*— - 
But, indeed, I ought in juftice to add, 

that th& phyfician's pradtice has not been 
generally adopted. 

Perhaps it is from the prefent benefit I 

find from 'ice; that I have faid fo much in 

~ m , * ' ' favour 
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favour of it; for I am fully perfuaded, 

that if I had not a quantity of it ftandipg 

here below the table, I fliould very foon |be 

.obliged to gi \*e up writing* and go „ tp 

bed ; but whenever • I begin to flag, an- 
other glafs is fure to fet me to rights 
-again, . — - • 



^„ 



I was going to give you fome account of 
the fifheries of this iflantf. 

The catching the tunny- fifh conftitutes 
one of the principal Sicilian amufements 
during the fummer months ; and the curing 
and fending them to foreign markets makes 
one of the gr'eateft branches of their com- 
merce. — We were invited yefterday by the 
Prince Sperlinga to a party of tunny-fifh- 
ing ; but the violence of the heat prevented 
it. 

Thefe fifh do not make their appearance 
in the SiciKan &a* till towards ' the latter 
end of May ; at ;which/time f the Tonnaros, 

T 3 .as 



ifS A tOUR TtfRbtFGH 

ts they call them, are prepared for their 
-reception. This is a kind of aquatic caffie, 

formed, at a great expence, of ftrong tietfe> 
Jfeftened to the bottom df thelfea by anchofe 

and heavy leaden weights. 

Thefe tonnaros are ere&ed in the paf- 
fages amongft the rocks and iflands that 
are mdft frequented by the tuiiiiy^filh. 
They take care to fliut tip with nets the 
entry into thefe pafiages, all but one little 
opening, which is called the outward gate 
of the tonnaro. This leads into the firft 
'apartment* or, as they call it, the halL 
. As foon as the fifh have got into the hall, 
.the fifhermen, who ftand fentry in their 
boats during, the feafon, fhut the outer 
^door, which is no more than letting dow» 
a fmall piece of net, which efFe&ually pre- 
vents the tunny from returning by the way 
they came. They then open the inner 
door of the hall, which Wad* to the fecarid 
apartment, which they call the - ami- 

chamber, 
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chamber, and, ty making a noife on % 
fijrfjjce of tjxq water, they fopn 4rive djfc 
#»&*-&b iqto it. As foon as the wbolft 
^^.a^tji^^.a^t^hambe^ the inner 
4?** ¥■ * e W ^ *gain %*» and tfcfc 
9Wg* <^> ?S««4 % tteh«ecoptio» o| 

nwie- company. 



Some tonnaros have a great number of 
apartments, with different names to them 
all; the faloon, the parlour, the dining* 
room, Sec.; but the laft apartment is al- 
ways ftiled la Camera delta Mdrte^ "the 
chamber of Death : this is compofec! of 
ftronger nets and heavier anchors than the 
others, * ' " 



» r* « 



As foon as they have colle&ed a &f« 
ficient number of tunny-fifh, they art 
driven from all the other apartments into 
the chamber of death }. when {he daughter 
begins. The fifherraeni and often the 
gentlemen too, armed with a kind of ipear 



T3 



•r 
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or harpoon, attack the poor * defencelefs 
animals on all fides j which now' giving 
ihemfelves up to defpair, daffi about with* 
great force and agility, throwing the w&ter 
over all the briats ; and tearing the nets ta 
pieces, they 1 ciften ~ knock" out ' their drains 
againft the rocks or ancho&i and fome^ 

times even againft the boats of their ene«* 

• » ..-.. ., ..• 

imes. ' ' 

... » « 

.. You fee there 13 nothing very generoua 
or. manly in this feorfc— rThei taking of 
$ip?Pefce Spafa, or fword-fifh, js a much 
U\or^;noble diyerfion : . no, art is made ufe 
of ,tp enfoare him ;; but yrith a fmall har? 
poon, fixed to a long line, they attach 
him in the open feas, and will often ftrike 
fcj& *t> ^yety CQAfiderublfe cfcjftance. It is 
#»»£Uy thje wkale-fifhing- ih . miniature* 
(Thfc Sicilian fifhermen (who are abundantly 
fuperftitious) have a, Greek fentence which 
iUcyrmake ufe of as a char m to' bring Tpdru 
near ihei* boats* This is the only bait 



■' #- 
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they ufe, and they pretend that it is of 
wonderful efficacy* and abfolutely obliges 
him to follow them ; but if unfortunately 
he fhouFd overhear them fpeak a word of 
Jtalian, he plunges r under water irattiedi*' 
jfcely, and will appear* aa more. 









• As thefe fifh are condmonly of a great 1 

* * * 

fee and f&ength,' tHey will fometinies run 
for hours after they are ftruck, and afford 
excellent Ipdrt.— : I have feen them with a? 
fword" foftr 6f nve feet long, which gives" 
{hem arofoiitfabte appearance in the- waters 
particularly /after tWy are wounded. The! 
Befh of ? thefe animals is excellent j -if i* 
more like beef than fifty and the common 
WJty of drefi?qg it is in fteaks* 



*• • t * 



' The fifhing of the pefce Jpada is moft 

confiderable in the fea of Meflina, where 

Sh&y have Jik^wife. great quantities of eels, 

jiarticuhrLy :the Mofena % fo much efteemed 

. 4 . T 4 amongft 
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afflortgft the BSoMansi wtifcfc l tfelak ; If. 

ia&ed the fineft fcflt I e*er ei«* •■• 



1 « 



Bot it is not onl^ |hek large fifk tfuff 
thiy- ftrikevtfth teojooar; tlwyiiaw the! 
fame method o£; taking mullets ifecieft * 
kind of quekarel, and many other fpeciea^; 
hut thi§ *6 always performed in the might. 
As foon as it is dark, two men. ^p* into ^ 
faall fcqat.; one of thei» ho%.^ lifted 
tprcfc over the forfcw <5f the wat€f, tho, 
Qther Hands wkh hia htp^cR)i> refdy po*fo} 
^ Ijis hand. Ttatfgfefi «JT thfctatfch fart* 
feriiigs fhe fifl* teethe futfctc, When tha 
tyirjpfcqnpr inusejjiateiy &il&0 the*u I 
have {e*j* ^reat qtkantitki kilfcd: in tiki* 
planner, both, here aad at Naples. A la*$« 
fleet of boatg employed in this kind of 
fifhing make a beautiful appearance on the 
^ater, in a fioe ftimmer sight, . , 

v • * 

The eoral iiQiery is chie% pte&Xed af 
Trapatit: they Hawr jntentdd 4 ibachice 

ther^ 



« / /■ •♦ 
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(bene, whTch aafwecs the purpo$ much 

beyond their cxpe&atAona. Thia is ©»ly a 

grpatcrofs of wood, to $he c«fWr of wlucij-' 

is fixed a teavy hapd ilooe, c*p*We of catvo 

ry*Dg the «rofs f» ' the brittcnm jFiece* «£' 

fiaaH net are' tied- to *acb limb of th^r 

profs, irhkb i& pehjed hrazpntattj by^ae 

repp, and let &m» j*tt& ftftfeaten <Ass> 

fooQ aMb*y feel fr touch fafattoqi,;-lkfi; 

rope is made faft. to thffcpat. . They the*. 

vow about, fell enter tbecpiql beds: Th* 

copfequenoeof which js, tbfe psat ikw 

tpeata off the eeirai from the sticks, and it 

i* ijsjaediateiy. ejitangled ..in _the< «*9.~. 

Sioce tbi* iayefrtiqw the /olraA ££bery baa 

mr^cd ouf tct eoafi4«able fpedunt. 






The p£Qp!e of Trapaju.are efteemed the 
moft ingenious of the ifland ; they are the 
authors of many ufeful and ornamental 
inventions. Aa artift ; there> has lately dif- 
CGvesed a method -of making- Cametoa, 
which are a perfeft injritttiott of the antient 

ones 
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one* engraved o» the jcaiyx. ' They, -as* . 
done on a kind of hard fkdl from, paftes tjf^ 
tlto beft ^ntiqtics^ and* {b admirably:: exe*;, 

* 

CUtcd,thatit tnoften diffii^illrtodiftidguifltr 

the anticrit f ram t W moderh^ /Thefe f#wp 

grid, 'arec generally won£a£ bracelets, a&sf: 

are ^i pidexsfcii*^ 

thfcladiefcof <|tf&if?*ferf*; « R&rsf. ^iifitltoiv* 1 
js^ured-iaripafe of therti-4aft .year,- and : 

catiied: tEEm 4te staples** *4*£rfe th6y hate- 
befit miictt hdmirecL "Comiftiffions *rter* 
immifediaidy fmt<dver r : and 4be map -has 
now .moz£jbuBdt& than he can manage 
howevcr^o^e :Ha^c tjeeri fortunate ertoiigHr 
to procure L€ew pairs of them 1 ftkr^otir 
friends. /J have feen cameio*'' thajt have 
coft two hundred guineas, that could fc^rce 
be diftinguifhed 'from one of tliefe." ' * 






; The difficulties ua$er- fy&jch ;th£o|*WMS 
Sicilians labour ^ from the en rejgft <JpfS*fe 

im ■ I ! i iH l i.i t n i m i ii ■ I j I ? j j m 4 t ^^ O>) 

r » * ' r 

. - fc Now lady Hamilton. - '- '• 

fion 



v » . ^ . . .<. 
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fibn 6f their gbvernmenV obliges then* 
fbttretinies to invent branches" of commwi? 
ftit nature feeing to Hive fldtrled thett^ 7 ^x 
{hey are not allowed to enj6y : thofe fttefia* 
beftowed.-7-T^e fugar-fiaftf ^a^ very $tpch 
cultivated in this ifland, jbut the dutie^ 
kopofed were ,fp enormous,, ^hajt #<ba^ 
been almoffc abandoned.~i.But their cmpa 
©f-jY&e^t alojjry, were they^undcr r a: : fire^ 
gpvernn^edt; * would foon be fufficieat to 
fencer; this- litt^i nation; qn$ af . the, richef| 
a$d moft .floyrijHittg. in .the . worlgj fof 
?yea.;ip .ftfc ! yJr^?W 8»te of .cultivation 
it is . Iq M/ p»ef?.nt, one gpocj . crop, I am 
toj^l, if fuf&cjenf-to maintain,the iflanjLfor 
-jfeven ysearsi; , Yp^ \^ill be; a goc>4 ^eal gig* 
prifed, after this* to hear, that the. exppr- 
Ration of this commodity has been pro-: 
^ribited fpr thpfe feveral years paft j at 
leaft to all fuch as are hot able to pay moft 
exorbitantly for that privilege. The con- 
feqiiehce is, that corn has become a drug;. 
The common price of the falma, which is 

twa 
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a* jjpjfpnt itj is.^oducetj to fi*$ Pullings and 

* Thi* crop, • which lias beetaf Very abim-* 
dant, I im told, in many ^pkecs they have 
fctfdly been at the pains to gather in, as 

tfietr is Htde : probability of this cruel pro- 

^ • » • 

filbition beipg removed. The farmers are 
already ruined, and the ruth of theft 
inafters muft mevitably^&ttow. This is 

rather that of Spain, hafrtakdh- to humble 
$e pride of rtie SicilisTri feSrotis, whofe 

jboWer tfce? pretend is fill! ' yety exten&re, 
and ' their jurifiii&ion abfolute i moH' ' of 
them poflerfin^ a right of Itfe and death' Tt 
their pwn domain. However, there is"a 

• " - » . • r • » 

probability t«At they will foon be obiigeo 
to relinquifh their privileges* The com- 
plaint is univerfal, and if the miniftry per- 

fpvere in th^fe rigorous meafures, there 

6 mutt 



muft eitHer bea revolt, «r tftey drtrifctixttriie 
ikdaakd tea rtate <o£.f»vtoty grwdMfc.'df 
'ftratdde; i beKew.iodaed!nbft cflhtfb«m 
would readily embrace any £la«ftble<fefaeil», 
to flteike off their yokes ae &<gctie#A titty 
appear to be peojjfte oTgM*t ftrifRfeSty, 
with high notions of honour and liberty* 

,: Talkunjr, of rffeejnitwalnricWre -of their 
tifimiy-Xeep fcy thfcy, if ^fc&fe, were < *f- 
tjkyecV, yw;5W^W-h4yfe: *fcaft» fadoad to 
;J(peak of "them. . Take * lttok of thefe 
-DaoMntains^-T-they dofctaul; rich ,vcina ^f 
<fvety m£€al, and miny; *f the Roman 
mines ftill remain;— L but to "what cod 

V 

frould we explore them ?-^It is nfat ^e 
-dirt flionW reap the profit. -—Nay, a -dif- 
cotery of ahy thing very -rich might *pof- 
fiWy provte the ruin trf its pbffdflbr.— No/ 
•^in dor prefent fituatibn the hidden trdt- 
Aires of the ifland muft ever irmain^a 
profound fecret.— Were^elrapiJy'eii^ 
to enjoy the bleffings of your conftitution, 

you 
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you might call us. rich indeed* Many 
hidden doora of opulence would then be 
opened, which now are not even thought 
of, and we flxould foon re-affume our 
antient name and confequcncej but at 
jprefent we are nothing 

This is the language that fome of the 
firft people amongft them hold With us. 
However, they ftiil boaft that they retain 
more of the feudal government than any 
natioit iii Europe. The fhadow indeed 
remains, but the fubftance is gone long 
ago. It has long been the object of the 

.Bourbon mirtiffery to reduce the power of 
the barons in every kingdom* Richlieu 
began the fyftem in France, and it has 
ever firice been profecuted by his fuc- 
ceffors ; its influence has now fpread over 

Hthe' whole of their pofleffions in Europe; 

. of which, as this is the moil remote, it has 

A 

Jrkewife been the longed in reaching it. 



« » 



The 



Sicily. and malta. is? 

The foundation of the feudal fyftem, was 
firft laid here by the count Rugeiro, about 
the middle of the eleventh century, imme- 
diately after he had driven the Saracens 
out of the ifland. He divided Sicily into 
three parts; the firft, by confent of his 
army, was given to the church ; the fecond 
he bellowed upon his officers, and the 
third he referved for himfelft 

Of thefe three branches, or as they call 
them Braccios, (arms) he compofed his 
parliament, the form of which remains 
the fame to this day. The Brdccio Mili- 
tare is compofed of all the barons of the 

* * 

kingdom, to the number of two hundred 
and fifty-one, who ,are ftill obliged to 
military fervice : their chief is the priiice 
Butero, who is hereditary prefident of the 
parliament ; for in conformity to the ge- 
nius of the feudal government fome of the 
.great offices are ftill hereditary. The 
three archbifhops, all the bifhops, abbes, 

5 priors, 
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jrtiora, and dignified clergy, amounting id 

» 

Hear feveiity* form the BrvcciaEcclefiafHcoi 
"The archbiflfop of Palermd ft their chief. 
The Bractio Dmaniak is formed by elec- 
tion, like our houfe of commons : there 
*r6 forty-three royal cities, ftiled Demamakb 
that have a* right to ele<3: members. Every 
4iOufeholder had a vote in this elc&iocL 
Their chief is the llicttbet- for Palermo; 
•who is likewife praetor (pt taiyor of the 
<:ity). He is an offceer of the higheft 
rank, arid his pdtvir is Vfery exteiifivej 
inferior only to that of the ticerby ; ill 
tehofe abfence* the gteateft part tff the* 
authority devolves upon him. He has a 
company of grenadiers for his body guard; 
and receives the title of excellency* 

The praetor, together with fix fenatoft, 
who are ftiled patricians, have the manage- 
ment of the civil government of the city. 
"He is appointed every year, by the king, 
or by the Viceroy, which is the fame 

thing ; 
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iking ; fof TdonVfind that the people any 
Iprtger exercife even the fdrnt of giving 
their votes :♦ fo that the very fhadow-of 
liberty his -now difappeared as well as thp 
fabffonce^You *nay judge of the fituatfoii 
of liberty in ; a kingdom, : tfhere «all ^ojirta 
feiviraiid criminal are appointed by regal 
authority, and where all offices aft^eon* 
iefcred brfty-by the Ivill of the fcvfeWigii* 
and depend entirely upto hi* capfrice* ^ - •* 



-»' * 



» Jf .own- MM moft finctrely for tke$£4? 
&4Q& who, I think, are poflefied of many 
a^pnirffcble, qualities. But the fpirit of every 
n^jQii muft r infallibly fink, under an op- 
preffive and tyrannical goVerntoetit.— Their 
fpirit however has in a great meafure kept 
fhtfift l&tt fi&TA -6nt branch of tyranny, 
8ftMHoft artful of all, that of the intuit 
4bk>iu r, Thi fkingd of Spain wanted to 
%ftal)fiflf fofa itt full force \ but the bardns, 
IWiuftbitted to efcercife defpotic government 
t&etarYes^ <i0ukl not beat the thoujhtt 

:,j: VoL. II. U Of 
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q€bec6mingflavei to a feto£igoorajjtSpaitf& 

fqriefts ; and,. I believe* theyitaok the only 
way that was left to avoid it.: Every ifl-r 
quifitor that prfetooded to more i&l than 
they ttougfct heeiwne hi»it V«.i»w^4n 

fumed to: interfere with Ihd io&fta$ .4* 

fotfin*eftta^ the ability. Thjs fio^n t*K& 
pff the fldgf of thfk ;h*^ find, red^w^ 
the hojy ^ipfMOHi beeogHag: Jft©4erj*tfaft 
However, they are extremely circunjipeft 
it* their conv&iatton about religious mat- 
iers; and generally advife fixangers 4o tor 
on their guard, as the power 'of ifee In^ 
quifitiop, although confkkrably reduced, 
is by no means annihilated. * ••• * 

.- The. late* .<>£ Sicily are.;fc%tter«d |n. i: a 
great number; g£ volumes,; ,the& tj» Jcing 
of Sardinia .intended to abridge, anoVdefr. 
left into one. code, but un^brtu^an^y he 
was not long; enough in. f^ffeflSoj* <rf. line 
ailaad, .to accofjaplifli thf*;VfcQ*l KSMferr 

But 



* •* 
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J3ut where there is an authority above all 
Jaws, laws can be but of little fervicc. 

The power of the viceroy is very abso- 
lute j jxe has not only the command of all 
the military force in the kingdom, but 
likewife prefides with unbounded authority 
in all civil tribunals ; and as he is alfo 
in Veiled with the legantihe power, his 
fway i* equally great in religious, mat- 
ters. 

He has the right of nominating to all 
the great offices in the kingdom ; and con* 
firming of all dignities, both civil and ec~ 
clefiaftical. ' 

■ 

In vifiting the prifons, a ceremony which 
he performs with great pomp twice a year* 
he has the power of liberating whatever 
prifofiers he pleafcs ; of < reducing or alter-' 
ing their {ententes, their crimes and acciH 
fatlons having firft been re*d over to hirt. 

U s Indeed, 
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Indeed, that there may be lome appear- 
ance of a regard to law and juftice, his 
counfellor always attends him oh thefe 

iff'.,} ' ' 

cccafions, to mart out the limits of the 
law. — This is an officer of very, high rant, 
appointed to affift the viceroy in his de- 
cifions, where the cafe may appear intri- 
cate or dubious ; and always is, 01; ought 
to be, one of the ableft lawyers in the 
ifland. For the moft parti this offcce has 
been given to ftrangers, who are fuppofed 

' ft 1 ' 

to have no kindred or particular connec- 
tions here> that in giving their judgment 
they may be free from all prejudice and 
partiality. He has free admittance into all 
courts and tribunals, that he may be the 
better enabled to give the viceroy an ac- 
count of .their proceedings. 



» .. 



: The; yrhole military force of Sicify, 
amounts at prefent,' from what I can learn, 
tq- 9500 men, about 1200 of which are 
c^yalrjr f zMztty p£ ,Xbeilr cities and for-' 

• : trefles 



r » 
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trefles would require a very numerous 

garrifon todefend thenv: particularly Mef- 

fina, Syracufe, and Palermo : but indeed 

the ftate of their fortifications, as well as 

that of their artillery, is fuch, that (even* 

if they were inclined) they could make but 

a fmall defence. 

> 
: If this ifland were in the hands of a 

naval power, I think it is evident, that it 
muft command the whole Levant trade:— 
there are feveral little ports at each end of* 
it, befides the great ones of Trapani, 
Syracufe, and Meffina, which lie pretty 
near the three angles of the triangle. 
Whatever fhips Bad paffed either of thefe, 
the others could be apprifed of in the 
fpace of half an hour, by means of fignal 
towers, which the Sicilians have erefted 
all around their ifland to warn them againft 
fudden invafions from the Barbary fide. 
Thefe towers are built on every little pro- 
montory, within fight of each other. Fires 

U 3 are 
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are always kept ready for lighting* and & 
perfon is appointed to watch at each of 
them, fo that the whole ifland can be 
alarmed, they affure us, in the fpace of 
an hour. 

By the bye, we have beea witaefs, here 
of a pra&ice, that appears to be a very 
iniquitous one, and in the end, I ftxould 
think, mull prove the deftru&ton of otir 
Mediterranean trade. Several {hips have 
put in at this port with Englifh colours, 
but to our furprife, not one Englifh man 
on board. Thefe, I find, they call Ban- 
diere men ;— perhaps it is a known prac- 
tices although, I own, I was an titter 
ftranger to it. They are very numerous in 
thefe feas, and carry on a considerable 
trade through the whole of the Mediter-. 
ranean, to the great detriment ftf omr own, 
fhips. Mod of them belong to* Genoa fc 
and Sicily, though they pafs under the 
nam? of Minorquiijs. They pmxhafe 

Mediv 
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Mediter*artdai paSparts, I am told, from 
foitie of the governors of our garrifons* 
which entitles them during the tefra fpccH 
fied in thefe paffports, tq tfiade under Efig r 
lifh colours. I am allured that the num- 
ber of thefe Bandiere men amounts to fome 
hundreds. They hav6 often one or two 
Englifh failors on board ; or at leaft fome 
perfon that fpeaks the language, to anfwer 
when they are challenged. Pray can you 
tell me if this practice is known in Eng- 
land ? 

Adieu. The heat has become intolerable, 
and I am able to write no more ; — how- 

ever, I fhould not have given it up yet, 
but my ice is all melted, and I have not the 
confeience to fend out a fervant for more : 
I dare fay, you are very glad of it, and 
wifli it had been melted long ago. If 
this continues, I believe we ourfelves (hall 
be melted. The thermometer is above 

U 4 eighty- 
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eighty ^two, and the heat ftill feema to 
increafe. — The fea has even become too 
hot for bathing; and it does not at all 
rcfrefli us now -as it did formerly; 

» * 

Farewell, 



* 

» A 



J 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

f 

» 

Palermo, July 26th. 

\KTE have now got every thing ready 
for our departure, and if the wind 
continues favourable, this is probably the 
laft letter I fhall write you from Sicily. 
However, I had ftill a great deal more to 
fay, both of the Sicilians and their ifland, 
and fhall leave them, I affurc you, with a 
good deal of regret. 

Two chebecks failed this morning for 
Naples. We had the offer of a paflage ; 
but had already engaged a little veffel for 
ourfelves.— A young nobleman, the mar- 
quis of ', was fhipped off in one of 
them, with orders never more to fet his 
foot in Palermo. Indeed we are much 
furprifed that his fentence is fo mild> as he 

has 
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has been guilty of a cri*n4 which tttcatholie 
countries is genei^ty\pi|»iCbe4.^n«iL the 
greateft rigour ;— -^jk> kfs.thaa tihe debauch- 
ing a mm.-r-He met .with the youngs lady 
at a bathing place, .abont: rtjiirty .miles 
from this, where ihe had been fent from 
her coiweisr fot the re^e^c#KefTie^fh; 
her mother was along #fth her; but as the- 
two young pfcopfe *fcre fir ft cdufiffs; atfid 
had lived together lite brother -and filter, 
the old lady thought there could &e no riife 
in allowing them their wonted familiarity. 



^ • dk *- 



The nup fpon recovered he* healthy 

.•«■-".• * ■ 

grew fat, and returned to her convent. 
This ie about fix or feven mefoths ago; 
and it is only a few days -force the fitetf 
discovery was Aade ; but .alas, it WoflW 
conceal ao longer. He is banifbed Sicily 
for life j and his eftate, <w thegreatdfc fto* 
of it/k cdnftfcated. He may tKakhkHftrff 
happy they have treated him wiA fflhtfKft 
lenity* Had his jary bee* compc&A ot 

priefts 



* . 
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priefts and confeflbrs, he tofcft have died, 
without benefit of clergy; for th» is the 
firft mortal fin, for which there is neither 
atonement nor abfolution ;— * n to lie with a 
" nun, and yet not be is orders." 

The pttntfhment of the poof unfortunate 
girl is not yet determined ; however, I am 
told, it will-be a terrible one : probably con- 
finement in a dungeon for (even or eight 
years, without any company but a ffcull and 
a crucifix ; and to live all that time upon 
bread and water. I faw a nun, at Portal- 
legre in Portugal, that had fuffered this 
very punifliment for the fame crime. 

. r 

I 

This; ftoty has been kept a profound fe~ 
crett and if we had not been on a very in- 
timate footing with fome people here, we 
never fliould hate heard of it. 

* ' % 

* 

■ 

The Sicilians ftffl retain fome of the 
Spanish ctjftonw, tfyatjgft nothing of theiif 

gravity 



gravity nor taat^aitj } . Mi7 DXJ ^^J?P^ 
of the nobility ^e ; .ftile£ P^bfr th^Jr. . 

chriftenednames, and the da^gb^^pxjgp.j 
like our appellation of lord and lady to 
the fons *nd daughters^ Qf ^0^f^ ( nP 16 
eldeft fon has commonly the title of cpunt 
or marquis, but . thjey are not all counts as 

• . < • - » • 

in France and Germany, 'where I .have 
feen fix counts in one houfe, and very wear 
twice the number of barojap in another. 



i j 
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One of the mod common titles here* as 
well as at Naples, is, that of Ifripc&^ad 
although thefe \^ere pnly created by Phi- 
lip II. of Spainj they take rank pf all the 
other nobility, fome of whom, particu- 
larly the counts, carry their' origin #s far 
back as the time of the Normans, antf look 
with great contempt on thefe upftart Princes* 
The dukes and jparquitfes ^re not fo old : 
the firft were created by Charles V, and 
the fecond, .though an inferior title, by 
King Alphonfo, in the fifteenth century.—* 
a Sq 
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So that the'dighity'of tKe- SiciMan' title* 
may be faid to te in the krtrerfe ratio of 
their afctiqoftrtB/' •'-' ""'- "•-•••• 



- *. ■** • 
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s 

- ^The ttr«ary of the^peefte'herei like that 
of t^ Neapdiitk^ in- their 

equipages arid neries ; feiot oy a wife law of 
the King o£ SatdMiay which lira furprifed 
fhould ftill remain in force, the viceroy 
alone is dllowe&Tto driv6 i& the city with fii 
horfes; the prater, the archbifhop, and 
prefidoitof the parliament with four ; all 

* » 

the rdfft of the iSoBility are reftri&ed to two. 
But this is only within the gates of Paler- 
xno$ and when "fhey go t6 the country, 
therfe i4 none of them that drive with lefs 
thdn four ; befides, every family of diftinc- 
tion has at leaft two or three carriages in 
daily Vfe; for no man of fafKion is fo un- 
pbnte as to refufeHs wife a chariot of her 

own, of which -flie has the entire com- 

* r 

mand ) (without this the Marino could never 

futffift) and the upper fervants of the firft 

• * 

families 
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families would Be ]ufk as milch afhamed to 
be feea oaibot as their ifaaAers,-»-We took 
the liberty tp ridicule the folly of this pnc+ 
tice : they allow of its ahfrrdity, and wifh 
to break throi%h it; but ^ha is to I^d the 
way ? We even prevailed with (oa# of 
the young nobility* which I adore you was 
no final! condefcenfion, to w*lk the ftrefets 
with us during the illuminations ; but even 
this condefcenfion fhewed the folly of the 
prejudice in a ftrortger. light than \£ihcf 
bad refufed us ; for they would not bft pre- 
vailed on to ftijr out, ti}l they had feat their 
fervants about ten yards before them; with 
large wax flambeaux, although the whole 
city was in a flame of light* You may be* 
lieve we did not fpare them upon this cr- 
eation ; but it was all to no purpofe. How- 
ever, it is poffible that we may overlook 
many cuftoms of our own, that are not fe& 
ridiculous ; for ridicule for the moft part 
is relative, and depends only on time and 
place.— Perhaps you may remember the 

Prince 
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friftQ? o£ Anajn*ba0 }-** ihould like to 
hug tltfl aecoantbe would- give of the Eng- 
lifli nation iff ..hi* own country; for fcajw 
of our euftoms ftruck him in a ftill more 
rf&aiteba; 41gfct«~*Wdkng. out in St. 
Jftmf9frPft*k? in the^aftetrtOoft, he obferteo' 

« . . » . , 

«he «f-hfe a«<jaailftanee driving in a pha* 
tton M &** hoi fa» -'^feS Prince buril 
into a viehmt ftt ©tf ■ laughing :-*when ih&f 
iffced tmtt wi&t. was tl» matter ?— " Vat 
«'<fhc 3mt-/ ^laid the • fffcifttfe- in hi« had 
M - Bhpfh) t**# that f «lb.tv • eat fo much 
blotter thttt l%«w it take* four fcorfes'to 
« carry 'Ivirt*'?^! r«de ottf with him &>* 
*• morning, : fltod he wa» thftfl fo light, . that 
«* taft Bffte fcor'fe ran a:way ! with hiin.-i-He 
•Hbe'II'- ekftfei 1 be a great : fool or a great 
*■ gfetton.*'— Another : time they infiftedon 
the Prince going to the play.-r-He went; 
hot he foon tired of it, and returned to hit 
companion*. — ** Well, Prince, (faid they) 
* what did you fee *''—«« Vat did I fee* 

'•* (replied 



/ 
\ 
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u (replied he with the utmoft contempt) f 
"did fee feme men playing de fiddle— -and 
ic feme men playing de fool." 

I only infer from this, that it is with 
fonae degree of caution we fhould ridicule 
the cuftome of other national a Skulian, 
perhaps, would laugh with as much juftice 
at many of our cuftoms ^that* for in- 
fiance, of obliging people to drink when 
they have fco inclination to it;— that in the 
North, of eating Sbland gecfe before dpi** 
©er, to gire them an appetite j—tfcat of 
phyfkians and lawyers wearing enwmoue 
wigs, and ip any. others that wUl naturally 
occur to you, none of which appear in (ho 
leaft ridiculous to the people that pra£tifir 
them; who would no doubt. defend them 
as ftrenuoufly &§ -the Sicilians do^the neoefr 
fity of carrying flambeaux before . thejH 
dwitPg the igfC^t^ ill ur^inatioQv-— Indeed, 
>hjtylh$/§ jt$ aoargiy&n u»-aijr;»dmira))l€ 
k. v r •- fpecimeii 



lpecimen of fomfe of our ridicules^ iti ond 
Df their opera-dances, with which wtf 

liave btcti a good deal entertained* 

* rr ,* " j t 

I believe 1 told you that the danberd 
arc lately ibine from England : they have 
brought" upori the ftagfi ifeafff ^of Ih'e T <fcpir* ' 
tal Lohdoii ^Karaaef s >— tto bucks£ the 
raitiiaronieg, - tHe -prigs* the~d&, atid IbftHT 
other's ftill mo ft r efpedabte i tJiefe are* -vreH ? 
ftippdrted, awd afford a-gSOd deal of laugh* •* 
log." Bat I -ifa ' iiftfo 'ugtfcd; bthetwife l" . 
ffioiiM hiv^given' ,! yoii ^iholre fedflfctifcf" . 
account of theixt* Adteu. The heat "ia'V 
intolerable $ and there b no p6ff*bility of • 
talking out.- 4 - We complain without teaiotr, 
of our own climate ; and King Charles's 
otfemtiDft I km*t>ferfu&decl : wife juffc*'Thaf 

thereis htedlyamy'dilpaie, Where, through-: 
out the yea iv we can hate fo much cxerciftf 

lath* open air/' 

Ever, ypur'si 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Palermo, July. 27th* 

rr* H E Sicilians are animated in conver- 
fation* %jjd> their a&ion for the moft 
part is fo juft apd fo expreffiv* o f f their fen- 
tiknents, that without hearing what is find, 
one may comprehend the ful>je&, of their 
dtfcourfe. We ufed tp think the French 
and Neapolitans great adepts in this? art; 
but they are much outdone by t)ie Sicilians*, 
both in the variety and juftnef6 of their 
gefticulation. 

The origin of this cuftom they carry fo 
far back as the time of the earliefl tyrants 
of Syracufe, who, to prevent confpiracies* 
had forbid their fubje&s, under the moft: 
fevere penalties) to be feen in parties talk- 
ing together. This obliged them to invent 

a me- 
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a method of communicating their fenti- 
iftents by dumb fhew, which they pretend 
Has been tranfmitted from generation to 
generation ever fince. 

I think it is not at all improbable that 

■ 

this cuftom too may have given the firft 
idea of comedy ; as we find, that fome fhort 
time after, Epicarmus, a native of that city, 
was the author of this invention. 

• * 

■» m 

The Sicilians till lately retained a great 
many fbolifli and fuperftitious cuftoms ; but 
particularly in their marriage and funeral 
ceremonies: it would be tedious to give 
you an account of all thefe ; fome of them 
are ftill praftifed in the wild and moun- 
tainous parts of the ifland. — As foon as 
the marriage ceremony is performed, two 
of the attendants are ready to cram a fpoon- 
ful of honey into the mouths of the bride 
arid bridegroom ; pronouncing it emblema- 
tical of their love and union, which they 

X 2 hope 
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hope will ever continue . ,a,$ fw^et,to.J%ir 
fouls, as that honey, is to th^Jx ;p^tp^-^ 
They then begin to throw han(5fulsp^wrh^at; 
upon them, which i& continued. al^ f tihe w^y, 
to the houfe of the bridegroom. This is 
probably the remains pf fome apci$$t rite 
to Geres, their favourite divinity, an<J they * 
think it cannot fail of procuring them a 
numerous progeny >-^howcver» thc.iSEci- 
lian women have no occafion for any char A 
to promote this, as, in general, thefyiaje 
abundantly prolific even jritheratit, ^Jgatz^ 
zello gives an account . of <vronjen having 
frequently upwards of forty ehildreo ; and 
Carrera mentions one who had foi tyi&< 



** \ 



The young couple are pot alloyed tojtalfc 
of the marriage-feaft; this they pretend is 
to teach them patience and temperance; but 
when dinner is finilhed, a gte^t bone is 
prefented to the bridegroom by the bride's 
father, or one of her neareft relations; \^ho 
pronounces thefe words : u Rodi tu quefi* 
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m •* 

P 6Jfo r &c. Pick you this bonei for you nave 
fi now taken In hand to pfck one, which you 
* trilVnndnrtich harder and of more" dif- 
** flciilt dfgeffiofi."'— PcAa'ps this may have 
given fife 'to the common faying, when 
one has undertaken any thing arduous 
or difficult, that "'He has got a bone" to 



! t. 



The. Sicilians, like moft other nations in 
Europe,, carefully avoid marrying in the 
month of .May, andc look upon fuch mar- 
riages as : extremely inaufpicious. This 
piece <t)f fuperftition is as old, perhaps older 
than, the time of the Romans, by whofe 
authors k k frequently mentioned ; and by 
whom it has been tranfmitted to a 1 moft 
every nation in Europe. It is fomewhat 
unaccountable, that fo ridiculous an idea, 
which can • have no foundation in nature, 
fhould have flood its ground for fo many 
ages. — There are indeed other cuftoms ftill 
jsiore trivial, that are not lefs univerfal. — 

X % That 
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That of" making April fools on the firft day 
of that month ; the ceremony of the cako 
dn Twelfth-night ; and fome others that 
will occur to you, of which, no more than 
this, I have ever been able to learn the 
origin. 

The marriages of the Sicilian nobility 
are celebrated with great magnificence; and 
the number of elegant carriages produced 
on thefe occafions is aftonifhing. I wanted 
to difcover when this great luxury in car-* 
rages had taken its rife ; and have found aa 
account of the o»rriage of the daughter of 
one of their viceroys to the duke of Bivona, 
in the year 1551. It is defcribed by one 
Elenco, who was a fpe&ator of the cere- 
mony. He fays the ladies as well as gentle- 
men were all mounted on fine horfes, fump-^ 
toufly capar^foned, and preceded by pages: 
that there were paly three carriages in the 
city, which wer$ ufed by invalids wha 
were not able to ride on horfeback. Thafe 

he 
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be calls Carttte) which word sow fignifies 
a little 'cart i 



, ■ 1 



Sicilian ladies niarry very young, 
and fffqueatly live to fee the fifth or fixth 
generation. You will expeft, no doubt, that 
I fhould fay fome thing of their beauty :— la 
general, they ajpefprightly and agreeable; 
a»d in- moflt parts of Italy they would be 
efteemed haadfotne.— A Neapolitan or a 
Romajv would furely pronounce them fo.— 
But a Piedmontefe would declare them 
very ordinary j — fo indeed would moft 
Eoglifhmen.— -Nothing fo vague as ouf 
ideas of female beauty : they change in 
every climate; and the criterion is no where 
to be found.— 

" A(k where's the North ? — at Yodc, 'tis on 

the Tweed, 
" In Scotland at the Ofcades, and there, 
44 AtNovaZembla, or the Lord knows where. 



1 
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~ Nq two nations,— ^perhaps no two men, 
have affixed precjfely {he fame chara&e*t 
riftics ; and every one exalts his idea of it^ 
according to the beauty of the womeft he i§ 
accuftomed to fee ; fo that even ttbe fame 
-perfon may fometimes appear beautiful, 
fometimes ugly, juft in proportion as> we. 

• ♦ 

have feen others that are more or lefs fo,— 
I -remember, after making thfc tour of Savoy 
and the Lower Valais, every woman we 
jnet in Switzerland appeared an angeL The 
fame thing happens in travelling through 
fome parts of Germany ; and you will 
pafily recoiled the furprifing difference be- 
twixt a beauty at Milan and one at Turin, 

although thefe places lie adjacent to each 

< 

. pther.— It is a pity that the Juno of Zeuxis 
has been Iqft, if it were no more than ta 

' •. .*- •• .♦.'tis- * 

have ihewn us the notion the antients had 
pf a perfect beauty. Indeed, the Venus of 
Medicis has been confidered as a model of 
perfe&ion, — but it is furely abfurd ; — for 
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who ever heard of a perfed beauty of five 
feet high I- 1 - the very idea is ridiculous; and 
Whatever figure her goddefship might make 
amongft the ancient divinities, in the pan<- 
theon at Rome* I am afraid fhe would. cut 
but a forry one anjongft the mpdern ones, 
in that of London. — In fhort, I believe we 
may fafely conclude, that beauty is a rela- 
tive quality, and the To kalon is no longer 
the fame, no more in a phyfical than 'a 
moral fgnfe, in any two places on the 

« • 

globe. 

The ladies here have remarkable fine 
hair, and they ptnderftand how to drefs and 
adorn it ■ to the greateft advantage. It is 
now only ufed as an embellifhment ; but ill 
former times we are told, that, like that 
pf Sampfon, it was found to be the ftrength 
and prote&idn of their country. — There is 
9. paradox for you, that all the wife men 
pf the Eaft could hardly folve.-^Their his- 
torians relate, (in whofe reign I believe is 

X 
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rather dubious) that this cky hadfuffiered 
a long.fiege from the Saracens,. and was 
greatly reduced by famine; but, tfbet*|i<- 
ilreffed them ftill more, there were no ma- 
terials to be found for makifcg bbwffrings, 
and they were on the point of futttnder~ 
ing,— In this dilemma, a patriotic dame 
-ftepped forth, and propofed to the women, 
that die whole .of them Should cut oflF their 
hair, and twift it into bowftrings : This 
was immediately txmipKed with.— The he- 
roifm of the - women * you Tcriow, muft 
ever excite that of the men.— TheT>efieged, 

animated by (hie gallant facrifiee of the 
fair, renewed their de&hfce with &ch vi- 
gour, that the affailfcfttfe wet* beat <iff; and 
a reinforcement footi rffttr arrivmg, the 
city waa fa*ed.-~The ladies It ill value thenv- 
felves on this ftory, which' you may believe 
has not been forgottea by their bards.--*- 
* € The hair of our ladies (fays one of their 
u quaint poets) is ftill employed in the 

H fame office; but now it difcharges no 

6 " other 
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* other fliafts but thofe of Cupid j ami th£ 
«* only cords it forms are the -eonta of 

"love." 

The Sicilians are much frpder of ftudy 
than their neighbours on the continent; 
and their education is much more attended 
to. We were a good deal fprprifed to £i«J> 
that inftead of that frivolity and npthing-r 
nefc, which fb often ^gnftitirte the convert 
fation of the Italian fiefeility, here their 
delight was to talk on fiibje$# pf literature 
of hiftory, of politics, bvt chiefly of po* 
etry; for the other branches of knowlege 
and ftk&ce are only general : this is the 
only one that may ;be faid to be univeriai. 
Every pcrfoa, in fooofe period of his life* 
is fure to be infpired ; and a lover is ne- 
ver believed fo long as he can fpeak of his 
paffien m p«*fe 5 and, contrary to out way 
of reasoning, i$ only reckoned true in 

proportion 38 he is poetical, Thus, infpi- 

ration, 
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ration, you fee, has here, become thd«*eft 
fif trmJj. .... 









We were aftonifhed on our firft arrival 
*t Palermo, to fcear'ofcrfelVe$ ! aa^reftea' in 
finglifh by' (irttt'of the 'jfcrohg* hobifityj 
Vat ftill more fo, to 'fifid ^hem mtJ/na^ty 
acquainted- \iitK many bT *6tiP'celeDrafel! 
pptfs and pHOofophers.^Mlhonf^Slia^e- 
fpeare, fkfteni Pdpe, B^cdfl] lt B6l!ft^ 
broke we ibunc^ in feveral libraries, not in 
«b* tranflation* but generally in the beft 
editions 6f the original. 



•* w 



_ Oyr language* indeed; has become fo 
j&uch ia vogue, that it 15 now looked upon 
2^ QO k .iiQfnaterial pari: of a polite v edu- 
cation: the, viceroy, the Marquis Fogli- 
anp, a man of great; merit and humanity, 
has made fbme of our authors his favou- 

* _ *# • * * * 

rite ftudy, and greatly , encourages the pro- 
grefs it is making i& his kingdom* Many 

of 



of the nobility fp&ak it a little ; and fome 
of them even with eafe and fluency, al- 
though they have never been out of their 
ifland* . The Jtfaiqij fe Najalrf the ^Counts 
Statela and Bufehemi* the Duke of St. 
MidaeJV f $cc; Jn whofe company we have 
epjoyod » gresjt d«(d of pfeaj4Boe»;*n<t whofe 
fc^py^geiaiKi efcuditioa is Aricafl: part>af 

.« • . *■*"> "»**»• T »•" 
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— LltTER XXXVI. 

l . . Pafeiflitf, Jjdy 2fttk 

¥ HAI> ahgoft /.ftrgtt to fey *ar*y thing 
* orf the o^etatJ:-*it would hatfsbeen ?wrp- 
ungrateful, for we hatfte been much de- 
lighted ^with it- « The firft and fecond man, 
are both admirable fingers, and I make no 
doubt you will have them in London in a 
few years; neither of them are as yet 
known, and I dare fay at prefent they might 
be engaged for a very moderate price ; but 
in Italy they will foon be taught to eflimate 
their value. — The name of the firft is Pa- 
cherotti ; he is very young, and an entire 
ftranger in the mufical world ; yet I am 
petfuaded, that after he has been heard on 
the different theatres in Italy, he will bt 
jefteemed one of their capital performers. 
His excellence is the pathetic, at prefent 

too 
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tab. much neglected on moil thastres ;. afrd 
indeed^ I think, h? gives mote expreffioa ; 
t<? 6is can&abkk aik% and makes his hearerta ; 
f$cL more, becajafe he feels mote h*mfelf t 
th&u any that I have fe$n in? Italy; He ioK 
deed addreffes himfelf to the heart, white 
mod of the modern performers fing only to 






i 



. The firft -w^nUkft is GlhneU^ rt<b«r i#- 
certainly the £r&te&ftsg$r. iaf the- wecldf: » 
and thofe dialt fine- on tfoetfftttie thottrj* - 
wtth her, audi be c*pttal*L^ta»wife th^fe ; 
ntirep, can hot attended tri.- jT-kk icrisedii 
hft* freeu the fefc df all t&e:.;Othei; pefc-r 
formers, except Pacherotti ; and he top- r 
gave himfelf up for loft, on hearing her 
firftt pcr&rmancecr'-It happjdnedi to, bcian 
air- of execution, o&Qfy 'adapted to.-licffr 
voice* which fhe exerted iafoafli&i^iagf 
ajnanner, that hefoce it v«afc Kfttf::diiote; 
poor Racherottiiburft out a crying/ and:f tar. 
in behind the fawny lamenting; thai: ha; 

had 
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had dared to appear on the femeftage witii 
fa wonderful a finger; where his firudl' 
talents muft not only be loft, but where he 
muft ever be accufed of a - prefuraptioh* 

which he hoped fr&s foreign *o his daft* 

> • ■'«. ' > »» » 
loafer. 
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It was with fome difficulty they could 
prevail on him to appear again, but from 
an -ajgpkufo Ml toerit^nfewh'.ftbmlik 
M tilfente and hi^^m^lefty, hG"fo6tt'begatftW 
pluck up a littte cburage^ 3nd4h the ting- 
ing of a tefedeivair, addrefltdjlo-Gabfieli-m / 
the chara&er of a lover, jemaiihc herfelf^ a$ < 
well as the aiidlence, is fiid to have be^a- 

moved*- -••'- -V /*.::. im ^ : 

1 ; * . ' t *: I . i f ! fiV," O 

•♦ — * 

-Indeed, in thefe very pathetic. pieces,: t; 

amfurprifed that the power -of- the ritofkn 
dpes not fometimes altogether overcome; the ' 
ddufion of charader } foi when . you xrt 
matter of the language, j Jahd. allow, the; 
united power of the poetry*; tbcteftkm* itfid : 



SICILY AND MALTA. $21 

the mufic, to have its full force on the 
mind, the effect is wonderfully great.*— 
However I have never heard that this hap- 
pened completely but once ; and it was no 

> 

lefs a finger than Farinelli that produced 
it. — He appeared in the chara&er of a 
young captive hero, and in a tender air was 
foliciting mercy for his miftrefs and himfelf, 
of a ftern and cruel tyr&nt who had made 
them his prifoners. The perfon that a&ed 
the tyrant was fo perfectly overcome by the 
melting ftrains of Farinelli, that inftead of 
rfefufing his requeft as he ought to have 
done, he entirely forgot his character, burft 
into tears, and caught him in his arms. 

The performance of Gabrieli is fo gene- 
rally known and admired, that it is need- 
lefs to fay any thing to you on that fub- 
je£L Her wonderful execution and vo- 
lubility of voice have long been the admi- 
ration of Italy, and has even obliged them 
to invent a new term, to exprefs it; and • 
^Vot,; II. Y would 
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would flie exert hetfelf as much to pleafefj 
?s to aftoniflv. fh$ might almoft perform 
the wonders that have been afciibed ta 
Orpheus and Timotheus; but it hap$>cas f 
luckily perhaps for the repafe of mankind, 
that her caprice is* if pofiible, even greater 
than her talents, and has made heir fiill 
more contemptible than thcfe hkve made 
her celebrated* By this means, her charac- 
ter has often proved a fufficient antidote* 
both to the charms of her voice and thnfe of 
her perfon, which are indeed almoft equally 
powerful ; but if thefe had beea united to 
the qualities of a modeft and aa amiable 
mind, flie muft have made dreadful havoc 
in the world. However, with all her faults, 
flie is certainly the moft dangerous fyren 
of modern times, and has, raadfe more 
conquefts, I fuppofe, than airy one woman 
breathing. 

It is but juftice to add, that contrary to 
the generality of her profeflion, flie is by no 

■ 

means 
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taieans felfifh or mercenary ; t>tit 6n the! 
Contrary, has given inahy lingular proofs oi 
generofity and ditintereftednefs. She is 
Very .rich ; from the bounty, as is fuppofed* 
Of the laft empetor, who was fdnd of hav- 
ing her at Vienna ; but flie was at laft ba- 
infhed that city, tfs fhe has likewife been 
moft; of thbfe in Italy, from the broils and 
Squabbles that her intriguing fpif it, perhapg 
llill more than her beauty, had excited. 
There are a great nisihy anecdotes concern* 
ing hplf, that would not make an urienter* 
taming volume ; and, I aih told, either are* 
bt will foon be published. 

Although £he is cbnfiderabty upwards o£ 
thirty, on the ftage fhe fcatcely appears t6 
be eighteen j arid this aft of appearing 
yoiidg* id hone of the riioft contemptible 
that fhe pofleffes.— When fhe Is ih good 

humour, arid really chufes to exfert hetfelf f 

* 

* th£re is nothing in mufic that I have evrtr 

Y 9 heard, 
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heard, to be compared to her performance; 
for fhe lings to the heart as well as the 
fancy, when fhe pleafes ; and fhe then com- 
mands every paflion with unbounded fway. 
But -ihe is feldom capable of txercifing 

thefe wonderful powers; and her caprice 
and her talents exerting themfelves by turns, 
have given her, all her life, the Angular 
fate of becoming alternately an objeft of 
admiration and of contempt. 

Her powers in a&ing and reciting, are 
fcarcely inferior to thofe of her finging j 
fometimes, a few words in the recitative, 
with a fimple accompaniment only, pro- 
duces an effect, that I have never been fen- 
fible of from any other performer ; and in- 
clines me to believe what Roufleau advances 
on this branch of mufic, which with us is 
fo much defpifed. She owes much of her 
merit to the ifcftrudtioris fhe received from 
Meteftafio, particularly in a&ing and recit- 
3 ipg; 
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ing; and he allows that fhe does more 
juftice to his operas than any other a&refs 
that ever attempted them. 

Her caprice is fo fixed and fo ftubborn, 
that neither intcreft, nor flattery, nor 
threats, nor punifhments, have the lead 
jpower over it ; and it appears, that treat- 
ing her with refped or contempt, have an 
equal tendency to increafe it. 

It is feldom that fhe condefcends to exert 
thefe wonderful talents ; but moft particu- 
larly if fhe imagines that fuch an exertion is 
expe&ed. And inftead of finging her airs 
as other a&refles do, for the moft part fhe 

only huma them pver* a tnezza voce. And 
no art whatever is capable of making her 
(ing when fhe does not chufe it. 

The moft fuccefsful expedient has ev6r 

> 

been found, to prevail on her favourite 
lover, for fhe always has one, to place him- 

Y 3 felf 



gaff ' A TOUR THROUGH 

fp If in the center qf the pit, or the front 
box ; and if they are pn good terras, whic|i 
is feldom the cafe, fhe will adcfrefe hci ten- 
der airs to him, and ejcert herfelf to. jthe 

r • i « * 

ytmoft. — Her prefent enainorato promifed^ 
\o give us this fpecimen of his power ov^r 
her; he took his place accordingly j but 
pabrieli, probably futpeding the connivr 
ance, would take no notice of him ; fo. 
that even this expedient does not always, 
fupceed.. 

The viceroy, who is fond of mufic, Has 

■ 

tried every method with her to ho ptirpofe. 
Sometime ago he gave a great 'dinner to 
\hc principal nobility of Palermo, and fent 
qui invitation to Gabrieli to be of the party. 
Every other perfon arrived at the hour of 
invitation. The viceroy ordered dinner to 
J>e kept back, and fent to le^ h$r know thkt 
{he company waited her. The meflenger 
found her reading in bed; — fhe faid fhe 
^rfts forrv for having made the company 
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vait, and begged he would make her apo- 
logy,, but .that really fhe had entirely for- 
got her engj*gemenj. 

The viceroy would have forgiven this piece 
of infolence, but, when the company came 
to the opera, Gabrieli repeated her part with 
the moft perfe& negligence and indiffe- 
rence, and fiing all her airs in what they 

call fotto *vQce f that is, fo low, that they 

< - ' 

can fcarceiy be heard. The viceroy was of- 
fended 3 but as he is a good-tempered man, 
he was loth tQ make ufe of authority ; but 
ait laft, by a perseverance in this infolent 
ftubbpranefs, ihe obliged him to threaten 
her with punifhjnent ig, cafe fhe any longer 
tefufed.toTwjg. 

i * * 1 ? * • 

On th}s (he grew .more obftinate than 
<ver, declaring that force and authority 

M 

ihould never fucceed with her; that he 
might make her cry, but thaj he never 
Could jnake her fing. The viceroy then 

Y 4 fent 
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fent her ti> prifon, where (he remaned- 
twelve days. During which time, r ihei 
gave magnificent entertainments every day £ 
paid the debts of all the poor prifoners, and 

diftributed large fums in charity. ' The 

* 

viceroy was obliged to give up flruggling 

■ ' - ' * ' .- * ? 

with her, and fhe was at laft fet at liberty 

■' . «. . » * 

amidft the acclamations of the poor. — ■ 
Luckily for us, fhe is at prefent in good 
humour, and fometimes exerts herfelf td 
the utmofl of her power. "* 

She fays fhe has feveral times teen oil 
terms with the managers of our opera, but 
thinks fhe ihall never be able to pluck 
up refolution enough to go to England! 
What do you think is her reafon ?— It is 
by no means a bad one. She fays fhe can- 
not command her caprice; but, for the 
moft part, that it commands her ; and that , 
there, fhe could have no opportunity of in- 
dulging it : — For, fays fhe, were I to fake it 

into my head not to fing, I am told the 

people 
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people there would certainly mob me, and 
perhaps break my bones Y— noW I likd t<S 
flecp in a found fkin, although it fhould 
even be in a prifbn.— SKe alleges too that it 
is not always caprice that prevents her from 
{raging; but that it often depends upon 
phyfical caufes ; and this indeed 1 can rea- 
dily believe : for that wonderful flexibility 
of voice that funs with fuch rapidity and 
neathefs through the moil minute divifions, 
and produces jdmoft inftantaneoufly fo great 
a variety of modulation, muft fiirely de- 
pend on the very niceft tone of the fibred 
And if thefe are in the fmsdleft degree 
relaxed, or their elafticity diminiihed ; How 
is it poffibte that their contractions and 
expanfions can fo readily obey the will, as 
to produce thefe efFe&s ?•— The opening of 
the glottis which forms the voice is ex- 
tremely fmall, and in every variety of 
tone, its diameter muft fuffer a fenfible 
change ; for the fame diameter muft ever 
produce the fame tone :— So wonderfully 

minute 
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minute are ifp contractions and, dilatations* 
that Dr. Keil, I think,, cowputee, tba^in 
fdme voices its opening, not more t)wn,the 
tenth of ah. inch, is divided into upwards 
of 1 200 parts* the different . found, q£ every 
one of whtsh is perceptible, to #a exflfc s$r« 
Now, whaft a.sfcp teo&on of.fibrea jarofl 
this requitsl-rrl fhould imagine, ev^rjr fbe 
inoft minuteicftaoge in. thcair,.tiuift caifCea, 
fenfible difference, aad that in our foggy 
climate t^ie fibres would be in danger. <rf 
lofing this ? . wonderful fenfibility .; or at 
Jeaft, that they » would very often be put out 
of tune* It is not the feme cafe with an 
ordinary voice; where the variety of divi- 
sions run through, and the volubility with 
which they are executed; bear nfo propar* 
tion to thofe of a Gabrieli. 



/ v 
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One of. the ballets of our operp, is a re r 
prefentation. of Vauxhall gardens, and. this 
is the third : time I have feen Vauxhall 
brought upon the Italian theatre ; at Turin* 

at 
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fit Naples, and here. The gardens-are well 
reprefented, v and the idea muft have been 
given by fbmfe perfon that had been on the 
fpot f A variety of good Englifh figures 
arebfought in : fotne with large frizzled 
wigs flicking half a yard out behind their 
necks j fome with little cut fcratches, that 
look extremely ridiculous. Some come in 
cracking their whip6, withbuckfkin breeches 
and jockey caps. Some are armed with 
great oaken ftkks ; their hair tied up ia 
eaormous clubs, and flocks that fwell their 

» 

iiecks to double its natural fize. But what 
affords the principal part of the entertain^ 
jttent is, three quakers who are duped by 
three ladies of the town, in concert with 
three jack tars, their lovers. — Thefe cha- 
r'a&ers, as you may believe, are much ex- 
"aggcrated, though, upon the whole, they 
£re fhpported with humour, and have af- 
forded us a good deal of laughing ; how- 
fyer j we were hurt to fee the refpeftable 

character 
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chara&er of quakers turned into fuch ridi- 
cule; and as the people here were altpge-: • 
ther unacquainted with it, we have been 
at fome pains to explain to them the Cm-? 
plicity and purity of their manners, and 
the incorruptible integrity of their prin- 
ciples. % 

Although the* Sicilians in geneff al aire a 
rood fort of people, and ieem to be endow- 
ed with a large fhare of philanthropy and 
urbanity; yet it muft be owned they h^v? 
no great afFe&ion for their neighbours on 
the continent; and indeed the diflike is 
altogether reciprocal. — It is fomewhat lin- 
gular; I am afraid riqt much for the ho- 
nour of human nature; that through all 
Europe, the two neighbouring nations have 
a perpetual jarring with each other. — I 
could heartily wife that we had been an ex- 

• . * 

ception from this rule ; - but am forry to fee, 
from our news-papers, which are fent to 

the 
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Ae nobility of this city, that at prefcnt 
_ we are rather the moft diftinguifhed for it ; 

at leaft our animofities, if there really are 

« « * ■ 

any, make by much the greateft noife of 
all.— We have often been afked by foreign- 
ers what was the ground of the mighty 
quarrel, that fuch torrents of the moft il- 
liberal abufe have been poured out by a 
people fo celebrated for liberality of fen- 
timent; and it is with difficulty we can 
perfuade them, that although from the 
papers, this fometimes appears to be the 
voice of the nation, yet in faft, it is only 
confined to a fet of the moft worthlefs and 
defpicable incendiaries ; like him who fet 
the houfe in a flame, on purpofe to pilfer 
during the conflagration. — But the abufe 
that is levelled at the king, furprifes t^iem 
'more than all the, reft; and you cannot 
conceive their amazement and indigna- 
tion when we aflured them, that notwith- 
(landing all this, he was the moft vir- 
tuous 
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tuons and benefofcnt prince on earth.— *' 
Then, exclaimed a Sicilian nobleman, yoii 

* * 

muft certainly be the itioft damnable people 
on the globe. — I was a good deal ftrucfc 
with the fuddennefs of the charge j and 
it was not without many explanations of 
the liberty of our conftitution, and particu- 
larly that of the prefs, that I cbuW prevail 
with him to retradt his fentiments; and. 
think more favourably of us. — Still he in- 
filled, that fo egregious an abufe of this 
liberty, was only a farther proof of his po- 
fition; and that there muft be fomething 
eflentially wrong, in a natioh that could 
allow of fuch abufe levelled it the moft 

» 

facred of all chara&ers : the higheft virtue 
united to the higheft ftatiori. We affured 
him, that what he heard, was only tha 

voice of the moft abandoned atid profligate 
wretches in the nation ; who* taking ad- 1 
vantage of the great freedom of the prefs* 
had often made thefe news -papers the 

S tehicle* 
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vehicles, o£< the : mp& deteftable fedition. 
That bgth t&ftiktag aod queen were be-* 
laved by ; all their fubje&s, at leaft by all 
thofe of, worth; — that they never were 
fpofcenof, but a$ the rnoft perfect model 
of, conjugal ujnioa. and happinefs, as well 
as of every fecial endowment j and that 
they could have no enemies, but the ene- 
mies of virtue* 

JHowever, after all, we could but patch 
up a peace with him. He could not 
comprehend {he faid) how the voice i>f a 
few incendiaries fhould be louder than 
the general voice of the nation. — We told 
hiip, fhat people who were pleafed com- 
monly held their tongue; and that fedi- 
tion and libel, ever made a greater noife 
than panegyric j juft as the fire-bell is rung 
louder, and is more liftened to than the 
bell for rejoicing. 

Adieu. 
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Adieu. Our pilot fays the wind is not 
fair, fo that poffibly we may (till (lay k 
day or two longer. 



• • . 



Ever your'i. 



./ 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Palermo, July 29th. 

\KT ERE I to enter upon the natural 
hiftory of this ifland, it would lead 
me into a vaft field of fpeculation, for 
which I have neither <ime nor abilities: 
However, a variety of objects ftruck us as 
we travelled along, that it may not be 
amifs to give you fome little account of.— 
There are a variety of mineral waters, al- 
moft through the whole of Sicily. Many 
of thefe are boiling hot ; others Hill more 
Angular, are of a degree of cold fuperior to 
that of ice, and yet never freeze. 

In feveral places, they have fountains 

that throw up a kind of oil on their furface, 

, which is of great ufe to the peafants, who 

burn it in their lamps, and ufe it to many 

Vol. II. Z other 



* 
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other purpofes j but there is ftill a more 
remarkable one near Nicofia which i a called 
il fonte Canalotto. It is covered with a 
thick fcum of a kind of pitch, which 
amongft the country people is efteemed a 
fovereign remedy in rheumatic, , and many 
other complaints* 

The water of a fmall lake near Nafo 
is celebrated for dying black every thing 
that is put into it ; and this it is faid to 
perform without the mixture of any other 
ingredient, although the water itfelf is 
remarkably pure and tranfparent. 

They have a variety of fulphureous 
baths, like thofe near Naples, where the 
patiept is thrown into a profufe fweat, 
only from the heat of the vapour. The 
mod celebrated are thofe of Sciaccia, and 
on the mountain of St. Cologero ; not in 
the neighbourhood of jEtna, a§ I expe&ed, 

but 
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but at a great diftance from that mountain. 
But indeed I am much inclined to believe, 
that not only mount /Etna, but the greateft 
part of Sicily, and almoft the whole of the 
circumjacent iflands, have been originally 
formed by fubterraneous fire ; but 1 fhall 
have an opportunity of fpeaking more 
largely on this fubjeft, when I give you 
an account of the country round Naples. 

I have obferved lava, pumice, and tufa 
in many parts of Sicily, at a great diftance 
from /Etna ; and there are a variety both 
of mountains and valleys that ftill emit 
a hot vapour, and produce fprings of boil- 
ing water. 

About a mile and a half to the weft of 
this city, at a fmall beach where we often 
go a fwimming, there are many fprings of 
warm water, that rife even within the fea, 
at the depth, of five or fix feet. We were 

4 

at iirft a good deal furprifed to find our- 

Z 2 felves 
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felves almoft inftantatieoufly both in the 
hot and cold bath ; for at one ftroke we 
commonly paffed through the hot water, 
which only extends for a few feet around 
the fpring. It gave us a momentary glow, 

i 

and produced a very odd, uncouth fen- 
fa tion, by no means an agreeable one. I 
mentioned this Angularity to feveral gen- 
tlemen here, who tell me they have ob- 
ferved the fame thing. 

Not a great way from this is a cele- 
brated fountain, called i/ Mar Dolce, 
where there are fome remains of an ancient 
naumachia ; and in the mountain above 
it, they fhew you a cavern, where a 
gigantic fkeleton is faid to have been 
found : however, it fell to duft when they 

9 » f 

attempted to remove it ; — Fazzello fays, its 
teeth were the only part that refifted the 
im predion of the air ; that he procured 
two of them, and that they weighed near 
two ounces. — There are many fuch ftories 

to 
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to be met with in the Sicilian legends, as it 
feems to be an univerfal belief, that this 

\ 

ifland was once inhabited by giants ; but 

although we have made diligent enquiry, 

x we have never yet been able to procure a 

fight of any of thefe gigantic bones which 
are faid to be (till preferved in many parts 
of the ifland. Had there been any foun- 
dation for this, I think it is probable, they 
muft have found their way into forne of the 
mufeums ; but this is not the cafe ; nor 
indeed have we met with any perfon of 
fenfe and credibility that could fay they had 
feen any of them. We had been aflured 
at Naples, that an entire fkeleton, up- 
wards of ten feet high, was preferved in 
the mufeum of Palermo j but there is no 
fuch thing there, nor I believe any where 
elfe in the ifland. — This mufeum is well 
furnifhed both with antiques and articles 
of natural hiftory, but is not fuperior to 
what we have feen in many other places. 

Z 3 The 
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v 

The number of fouls in Palermo are 



computed at aboujt 150,000. Thofe of 
the whole ifland, by the laft numeration, 
amounted to 11123,163; of which num- 
ber there are about 50,000 that belong to 
the different monafteries and religious or- 
ders. The number of houfes are com- 
puted at 268,120, which makes betwixt 
five and fix to a houfe. 

% 

The great ftanding commodity of Sicily, 
which has ever conftituted the riches of the 
ifland, was their crops of wheat ; but they 
cultivate many other branches of com- 
merce, though none that could bear any 
proportion to this, were it under a free 
government, and exportation allowed. 
Their method of preferving their grain 
will appear fomewhat Angular to our far- 
mers : inftead of expofing it, as we do, to 
the open air, they are at the gfeateft pains 
to exclude it entirely from it. — In many 

places, -where the foil is dry, particularly 

»ea? 
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ftear Agrigentum, they havq dug large pits 
or caverns in the rock, Thefe open by a 
fmall hole at top, and fwell to a great 
width below ; here they pour down their 
grain, after it has been made exceedingly 
dry ; and ramming it hard, they cover up 
the hole, to protect it from rain ; ind they 
aflure us it will preferve in this manner for 
many years. 

The Soda is a plant that is much culti- 
vated, and turns out to confiderable ac- 
count. This is the vegetable, that by the 
a£tion of fire, is afterwards converted into 
mirrors and chryftals. Great quantities of 
it are fent every year to fupply the glafs- 
houfes at Venice. — They have like wife a 
confiderable trade in liquorice, rice, figs, 
raifins, and currants, the beft of which 
grow amongft the extinguished volcanoes 
of the Lipari Iflands. Their honey is, I 
think, the higheft flavoured I have ever 
feenj in fome parts of the ifland even 

Z 4 fuperior 
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fuperior to that of Minorca : this is owing* 
no doubt, to the quantity of aromatic 
plants, with which 'this beautiful country 
is every where overfpread. This honey is 
gathered three months in the year ; July, 
Auguft, ^nd October. It is found by the 
peafants in the hollows of trees and rocks; 
and is efteemed of a fuperior quality to th*t 
produced under the tyranny of man.— 
The country of the Lefler Hybla is ftill, a£ 
formerly, the part of the ifland that is 
moft celebrate^ for honey. The Count 
Statela mad.e us a prefent of fome of it, 
gathered on his brother the Prince of 
Spaccaforno's eftate, which lies. ne$r tfye 
ruins of that city. 

Sugar is now no article of the Sicilian 
commerce, though a fmall quantity of it is 
ftill manufactured for home confumption j 
but the plantations of the fugar-cane, I am 
told, thrive well in feveral part? of the 

ifland. 

■■•* -. « > 

The 
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The juice of liquorice is prepared both 
here and in Calabria, and is fent to the 
northern countries of Europe, where it is 
ufed for colds. — The juice is fqueezed out 
of the roots ; after which it is boiled to a 
confiftency, and formed into cakes, which 
^re packed up with bay-leaves in the fame 
order that we receive them. 

V 

In fome of the northern parts of the 
ifland, I am told, they find the fhell-fifh 
that produces a kind of flax, of which 
gloves and (lockings are made ; but thefe 
too are found in greater quantities in Ca-»- 
Ubrja. 

Their plantations of oranges, lemons, 
bergamots, almonds, &c. produce no in- 
confiderable branch of commerce* The 
piftachio-nut too is much cultivated in 
many parts of the ifland, and with great 

fuccefs. Thefe trees, like many others, are 

3 male 
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male and Female : the male is called Scor- 
nobecco, and is always barren ; bitt linlefs a 
quantity of thefe are mixed in every planta- 
tion, the piflachib-tree never bears a nut. — 
But of dll the variety that is cultivated in 
Sicily, the manna-tree is efteemed the mcfft 
profitable ; it refembles the afh, and ifc I 
believe of that (pedes. About the begin- 
ning of Auguft, during the feafon of the 
gfeateft heat, they make an incifion in the 
bark, near to the root of the tree ; a thick 
whitifh liqtoor is immediately difcharged 
from the Wound, which foori hardens irr 

r 

the fun ; when it is carefully taken off and 
gathered into boxes. They renew thefe 
incifions every day during the feafon, ob- 
ferving, however, only to wound one fide 
of the tree ; the other fide they referve fog 
the fummer following. 

The cantharides-fly is a Sicilian comifto- 
dity : it is found on feveral trees of JEtna, 

whofe 
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whofe juice is fuppofed to have a corrofivd 
or abfterfive quality, particularly the pifie 
and the fig-tree J and I arrl told the can- 
tharides of Mount ifctna are reckoned pre- : 
ferable to thofe of Spain. 

The marbles of Sicily would afford a 
great fource of opulence, were ther6 any 
encouragement to work the quarrifes : of 
thefe they have an infinite variety, and of 
the fineft forts. I have feeh fome of them 
little inferior to the giall arid verd antique, 
that is now fo precious. The beautiful 
yellow columns you muft have obferved 
in the royal chapel of Cafferto* are of the 
firft kind. They have Hkewife fome that 
very much refemble lapis lazuli and por- 
phyry. 

At Centorbi they find a kind of foft ftone 
that diflblves in water, and is ufed in wafh- 
Jpg inftead of foap, from which property 

I it 
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it is called Pietra Saponaro. They likewife 
find here, as well as in Calabria, the cele- 
brated ftone, which, upon being watered 
and expofed to a pretty violent degree of 
heat, produces a plentiful crop of mufh- 
rooms : — But it would be endlefs to give 
you an account of all the various com- 
modities and curious productions of this 
ifland ; jEtna alone affords a greater num- 
ber than many of the moft extenfiv^ king- 
doms, and is no Iefs an epitome of the 
whole earth in its foil and climate, than in 
the variety of its productions. — Bfefides the 
corn, the wine, the oil, the filk, the fpice, 
and delicious fruits of its lower region j 
the beautiful forefts, the flocks, the game, 
the tar, the cork, the honey, of its fecond ; 
the fnow and ice of its third; it affords 
from its caverns a variety of mineral and 
other produ&ions ; cinnabar,- mercury, ful- 
phur, allum, nitre, and vitriol; fo that 
this wonderful mountain at the famQ tijne 

produces 
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produces every neceflary, and every luxury 
of life. 

. > • ♦ 

Its firft region covers their tables with 

■ 

all the delicacies that the earth produces ; 
its fecond fupplies them with game, cheefe, 
butteyr, honey ; and not only furnifhes 
wood of every kind for building their fhips 
and houfes, but likewife an inexhauftible 
(lore of excellent fewel ; and as the third 
region, with its ice and fnow, keeps them 
frefh and cool during the heat of fummer, 
fo this contributes equally to keep them 
warm and comfortable during the cold of 
winter. 

Thus, you fee, the variety of climates is 
not confined to -Etna itfelf ; but, in obe- 
dience to the voice of man, defcends from 
that mountain; and, mingling the violence 
of their extremes, diffufes the moft benign 
influences all over/ the ifland, tempering 

each 
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each other to moderation, ancj foftening thfl 
rigours of every feafon. 

We are not then to "be furprifed at the 

4 

obftinate attachment of the people \o this 
mountain, and that all his terprs have 
not been able to drive them away from 
him : for although he fometimes chaftifes j 
yet, like an indulgent parent, he mixes 
fuch bleffings along with his chaftifepients, 
that their afFe&ions can never be eftranged; 
for at the fame time that he threatens with 
a rod of iron, he pours down upon them 
all the bleffings of the age of gold. 

Adieu. — We are now going to pay our 
refpe&s to the viceroy, and make our 
farewell vifits. — This ceremony never fails 
to throw a damp on my fpirits ; but I have 
feldom found it fo ftrong as at prefent, 
there being little or no probability that 
we fhall ever fee again a number of worthy 

people 



\ 
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people we are juft now going to take leave 
of j or that we fhall ever have it in our 
power to make any return for the many 
civilities ^e have received fropi $hstn. 

Farewell. The wind we are told is fair, 
and I ihall probably be the bearer of this 
to the continent, from whence you may 
(oon expert "to hear from, &c 



Tl 



/ 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 



Naples, Auguftift. : 

A FTER two days delightful failings we 
" have again arrived in this city i where, 
to our infinite joy, we have found all the 
worthy friends we had left behind us. 

This indeed was neceffary, to wipe out the 
impreffions which the leaving of "Sicily had 
occafioned. We fliall ftill remain here, a : 
lead for three months, till the feafon of the 
Mai Aria is entirely over. You know the 
danger of travelling through the Cam- 
pania during that feafon ; which although 
it is looked upon by many of our learned 
doctors as a vulgar error, yet we certainly 
fliall not fubmit ourfelves to the experi- 
ment. 



We 



l«a*fe t'Be-^H^ffefajf ^ l&tyr ft£fl)e't 
da!^tftir"<^ : nfouitatiM dr-SttittierfenlFf 
^*&e?e3ifier'tf ah* fitt^fdty, iong-m'^ 
batilfhtd from piffied hation*, ftill flftirfffi 
itf their or%ihal (tufty? where' the : tfefrtt-» 
peraturtf iiad rftddefatiotf of • the' elilita'teV' 
ap4. && of thf inhabitants, are mutually 
emblematical of each other.— For. whilft 

r • ♦ a W « «.• ^ • «• ■ ' . . 'tl _ * ' 

t « * • •• *• 4 

other nations are ftorghed by the heat of 

, . ...,.*» ... .%•... 

the fw, . and tfce ftill more* fcpsqhine heats 

~ * '* * ' '• ..««.». ,^ . * 

of tyranny ,and fijperflitfon; .here the 
genial breezes for ever fap the air^ and 
heighten that alacrity a^d joy . which li- 
berty, and inqpcegce alope can infpire;-?- 
ty«re the geuial flow of the foul has ueyer 

" * * -..44 

yet be.e$ chccJcM by the Jdje andufelefs 

■ * « . * 

refinement* of , art; bjut opens and expands 

itfeJif to all the calls of affe&ion and bene* 

Vol. II. A a volence. 
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old at|^ojcftt to t^ ^r^tivff ^oiwtfy.-- | 
If piTOr fafts^npaway with»me. Wo 

P5e<&tl!3l> t9P^thi*th*fte«of our 
fun^mer pleasure*;, and by that time, lean, 

fof»f«e t w« ftali -be h^artUy tired, o£ Art, 

anduJMI.kfcta *g»»» ta,laagpifc after 
Nature. It is £he alone that cap give an? 

real or lafting pleafure, and in^all ow> 

purfuits of happipefft, if ihe J^npt our, 

guide, we never can attain our r $nd* v 






Adieu my dear friend. You hate been 

.* * ' * * r * - 

our faithful companion during -this' Totfr ; 
anid'haW not contributed alittfe'tor its' 
pleafure. If it has afforded equal enter-' 
tairiment to you, we (hall beg of Vou ftill ' 
to accompany us through the reft ot our 
travels'. A man mult have a miferable ima- 
gination indeed^ that can be in folitude* 
whilft he has fuch friends to convexfe 
with : the coniideration of it fooh Removes 
the mountains arid leas that feparate us, 

and 
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mA produces ' thefc fympathetic-fceliligg, 
which ace the only equivalent for the real 

• • • 

abfence of attend j for 'J never fit down to 
write, but l ice you placed on the oppofite' 
fide of the table, and fuppofe that #e are 
juft talking oter the ttanfa&tafts of the 
day/ And without your prefence to an£*> 
mate me, how is it poflible that I could 
have had patience to write thefe enormous 
epiftles ?— -Adieti. We are fooa going to 
make fome excursions through the king- 
dom of Naples ; and if they produce any 
thing worthy of your obfervation, we muft 
beg that you will ftiU fubmit to be one of 
the party. 

I ever am, 
Moft fmcerely and affectionately, your's, 

PAT. BRYDONE. 



FINIS. 
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